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The fool hath ſaid in his heart, there it no God. 

Pſalm xiv. 1. 
The wicked worketh a deceitful work. 


| Prov. xi. 18. 
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br is ſome months ſince 1 read your 


Book entitled The Age of Reaſon, part - 
ſecond, being an inveſtigation of true and 
fabulous Theology : and do not ſcruple 
to pronounce it one of the moſt violent 
and ſyſtimatic attacks on the word of 
God, that ever was made; not on ac- 
count of tie novelty of the objections 
contained therein, for in truth there 


is no novelty in them, but from the acri- 


mony and abuſe; the illiberal ſatire, 
pretended” ridicule, and impertinent wit- 
ticiſm, ſo liberally ſcattered throughout 
the performance; and which, coming 
from the pen of a man that has ated fo 


. extinguiſhed a part on the theatre of the 


political world; and w.toſe writings have 
been read with avidity in almoſt al parts 
of Europe, may perhaps, be of fatal 


reer: +: (2 4 57 — > 
conſequence to the ſaith of n many: I, 


ſecond volume ot 
the Prophecies of the Old Teſtament, I 
Nas obliged to poſtpone it till the pre- 
ſent: at the fame time hoping that ſome 
ode far more” capable, would have un- 

-dcrtaken the laudable taſc, and thus 
| have rendered my inte Mele unteceſſa- 


* 222 — „ 


hriſlian priet 
conte tapt, that it is to. be ſuppoſed you 


therefore, was determined to endeavour 
to Apply an antidote - to the venom of 
your poſon of miidelity ; (as far às my 
poor abilities woila Mow) but being 
then engaged in tranffating” the Prayers 


of our nation, from Hebrew into En- 


glich, and arranging the copy for the 


ry, But, although ſeveral anſwers have 


been Written, by men of preat'thflitics, 


yet, I-humbly; preſume 10 think; chat 


b there: is ſtill much to be: fatd bn che fub- 


ject: e as you ſcem to trat 
s and preachers will ſuch 


ray put little attention to their arguments, 


Ae N that they oy e. aſte 
1] Mer Apen and heat themſelves; 1 — 2 
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Difſertations on 
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tious di TY about doctrinal poiuts 
drawn from the Bible.“ You are alſo 


pleaſed, in a felf conceited important 


| Laner do tell them that their anfwers to 


. 


4 


he firſt part of your Age of Reaſon, is 
cobwebs bruſhed away by accident.“ 
* E dndefore is to be hoped that theſe 
lettets, ritten by one that is neither a 
. Chriſtian: prieſt, nor a preacher ; ＋ 
who gonſequentiy has no intereſt in 
preaching up tithes, as he is but à poor, 
Levite, without any living ju the“ 
Jewih Church, may find grace in your” 
ght, aud not be conſidered as © cohwebs 
lb away by accident;“ and thus 
ohtain à favourable reception, not in the 
vain hope of mating you a proſelyte to 
. revelation, but only to ſlew: you, that 
les, are not poſſeſſed of a thorough | 
nowledge of ihe ſubject of which you - 
treat; it therefore, is no wonder, that 
you have bliadly followed Morgan, Tin. 
dal, Balingbroke, Hume, Voltaire, + = | 
noza, &c. all of whom, have long fince 
ſtarted one or other of the obſections, 
that you have been collecting as it were 
A 2 


who aſſects to 


66 3 


to ſocus, i in order to dazzle the eyes 


the ignorant and unwary : the fallacy o 
ſome of them, T haye already expoſed ;* 
and with God's bleſſing, hope to ew the. 
lotiley of all the others. 

1 know not your motive for thus ks 
ing the word of God: nor will L be ſo 
uncharitable as to aſcribe; it to male vo- 
lence : I will not queſtion. your ſincerity, 
though cannot approve. of your mode 
of attack ; it | * mY the manner of a fin- 
cere enquirer' after euch; but of one, 
free from preju- 
dice, and of he ought wiſer than the. 
reſt of mankind: is this, that has led 4 
many into. infidelity. But, whether it is 
the loye of truth, fame, ambition, or 
malevolence, that has induced you to take 
this ſtep, I will candidly conſider your 
ae, and xcaſon freely. wich ou? | 


4 See 1 g Radix n where: 1 
rave clearly ſhewn the falfity of the charge brought 
by Voltaire, TindU and Morgan, agaiolt the law of 
Cod: viz Mat the Jews were therein commande 
io Gaerifice human creatures: See alſo my Diſſerta- 
tans og the prophecies, Vol. II. p. 314. — F 

© Jews being catnitals and men-eaters. 
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8. 75 
an the ſubjed, without the leaſt aſperity; 
and although I cannot flatter myſelf with 
the hopes of convincin 17 you of the truth 


of Revelation; yet, ſhould be fo 
happy, as to 5 but one ſoul from im- 


bibing the poiſon: of your pernicious rt 
I W think“ my! labour well ende. 


07” 2 Sir, 4 (i) 
An * oys moſt Obedient; 
e Humble Servants. N 
an e e D. . i 75 
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Fr; is not my intediioning: welt Ben 


to follow you ſtep; by ſep through all 


your turnings and windings, as that would 


anſwer no other end but to bewilder the 


Reader, as ſerms to have been your inten- 


tion; it will be ſufficient for our purpoſe, 


if we can prove the abſurdity and falkty 
of your poſition, in the plaineſt manner 
poſſible: I ſhall, therefore, conſider your 
objections againſt the Old Teſtament, in 
the following order: Firſt, as to Moſes 
| being the Author of the books aſcribed 
io him, Second, as to the doctrines con- 
' tained in thoſe books. After which 1 
ſhall proceed to conſider your objections 
to the prophets, the phrophetical books, 


as alſo the others contained in ** Und 


"Teſtament... « 


You obſerve, (p. 5.) . My: intention 


is to'ſhew that thoſe books (the five books 
of Moſes) are ſpurious, and that Moſes is 
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not the author of them: and till furthers 
that they were not written in the time 
Moſes, nor till ſeveral hundred years af- 
terwards,”* &c. The proofs you adduces 
are, firſt, that“ „the whole of theſe 
books is in the third perſon; at is always 
the Lara ſaid unto, Moſes, or Moſes: ſaid 
unto the Lord, &c, and this, yonobſerve, 
is the ſtyle and manner that hiſtorians 


. uſe, in ſpeabing of the perſons whoſe lives 


and 2 eds they are writing,” Thus you 
argue, to prove that Moſes did not write 
the Pentateuch: though, as if ſenſible of 
the weakneſs of your argument, you feem 
. to; abandon it immediately after, by al- 
lowing that, | according to grammatical | 
right, a wan may ſpeak of himſelf in that 
+ manner}. But, if you had the leaſt know- © 
edge. 9h, the. language in which Moſes 
wrote, fis genius, idiom and phraſcoldgy, 
o difterent from all others, you would 
certainly not have trifled thus with your 


acaders: for allowing e all 


V. 


. Mn i. 
This we know without your PO TY "for 
Sh, Aenophen, and Joſephus w rniog of themlelyes, 


wrote in the third Perſon. 165 


to DEFENCE OF THE: 


z args) it docs not prove that : Moſes 
was not the author of the Pentateuch; 
nay, it in ſome meaſure proves that he 
vas. the author: this will clearly be per- 
ceived, when we conſider the different 
parts of the Pentateuch; and arrange 
them under their proper heads, viz. Hiſ 
tdrical and Preceptical. Now, as ſome 
parts are purely hiſtorical, . it was proper 
that he ſhould write in the ſtyle-that hif- 
torians' 7 0 write in. For in the 
name of goodneſs, let me aſks in what 
odher Mile ought Moſes to haye gerinten 


_ when he wrote the hiſtorical part of the 


Pentateuch ? The whole book of Geneſis 


is hiſtorical, and the facts related therein, 
are prior to the birth of Moſes : he mult 


therefore have received an account of 
them; and this account, he received from 
God; he therefore, very properly, wrote 
as one that is dictated to by another. - 
And this, he CONS informs us of him- 


© felf;Numb. xxxiii, 2. And Moſes wrote 


ther goings out according to their 8 7" 38 


e fo the word“ 0 E the Lord 
* Heb Mouth. | 


4 ns 
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Hence the propriety of ' Moſes writing 
in the third perſon, as an hiſtorian,'is mas 
niſeſt; and which, if duly conſidered, will 
ſently ſhew the futility of your reaſon» 

ng on the ſubject; for as Moſes wrote 
what God diftated to him, your objection 
to the biſtorical and chronological evi+ 
dence, inſtantly falls to the ground : for as 
God is Omniſcient; with him there can be 
no futurity; he could therefore, as cafily 
inſtruct Moſes to write what was to happen 
in five or ſix hundred years, as he wasable 
to acquaint him with what happened at 
the creation, or on the very day that Mo. 
ſes wrote, Hence alſo, it is manifeſt that; 
2 objection againſt the expreſſion of 
oſes, (Gen. chap. xiv. ver. 14.) of As 
braham's- purſuing the enemy to Dan; 
*© that there was no ſuch place as Dan till 
many years after the death of Moſes; and 
conſequently that Moſes could not be the 
writer of the book of Geneſis, where this 
account. of purſuing: them unto Dan is 
iven.“ “ is of no force to invalidate the 
hiſtonical and chronological evidence of 


* Þ. 1011, 
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the books aſeribed to Moſes, as the author 
of them becauſe, he did not pretend to 
write thoſe things of his on knowledge, 
but only as they were dictated to him by 


the n, to whom: == events Wee 


known. 
As the Some argument equally applies 
10 what 


king reigned in Iſrael: of the mann 
which the children of Iſrael eat till they 


| came to the borders Canaan; and con- 


the bed of Og, Kc. it would be 


only waſting of time to ſhew the fallaey of 
them; as it muſt be viſible to the meaneſt 
capacity. I ſhall however; take notice of 
what you advance concerning the flimſy 


pretence of eren as you are e 
to call N 24 7 . 1 
Lou fay;*- 5 the two Wen I have 


given would be ſufficient, without any ad- 
ditional evidence, to invalidate the authen« 


ticity of any book that pretended to be 
four or ſive hundred years more ancient 


Khan * matters it — oY or refers to; 


* p.16. 


advance :converning the 
kings of Edom that reigned before any 


#| 
% 
1 8 —_ . 4.4 * 2 8 
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n 


| as facts; for in the caſe of purſuing them 
tento Das; and of the kings that reigned 
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over. the children of Iſrael, not even the 
flimſy pretence of prophecy can be plead- 
ed. The expreſſions are in the preter 
tenſe, and it rr be dowfiright idotiſm 
to ſay that a man could proheſy in the 
preter tenſe.“ Here fir, we have a ſpe- 
cimen of your profound criticifm, and 


the great knowledge * hart of pro- 


phetic writing: What! attempt to criti- 
ciſe on the Bible, and not know that 
prophecies are ſometimes delivered in the 
preter tenſe , Do you not know, (and if 
you do not, it is civility to inform you) 
that the delivery of prophecy in the pre- 


preter tenſe is often made uſe of, and 


which is to ſhew the truth of it; as if it 


were already come to paſs ? This is well 
known to all thoſe that are in the leaſt 


acquainted with the prophetic writings; 


numerous inſtances of which might be ad- 


f duced, if it was neceſſary. 


It muſt alſo be conſidered that Moſes 
was not propheſying then; but writing 
of hiſtory, under the guidance of the 

B 
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ſupreme being? he therefore related 
things as if they were actually come to 
paſs, being directed by God ſo to do: 
and which accounts for all your objec- 
tions to the hiſtorical and chronological 
evidence of the books aſcribed to Moles.” 
That Mofes wrote thoſe books by di- 
vine inſpiration, is manifeſt from the ex- 
act accompliſhment of every event fore- 


told by him. "Of this, I Thall 1 
ſuch clear and unequivocal proo "as to. 
ſttrike the Deiſt and infidel dumb. 
That Which I ffiall principally inſiſt u 5 


on, is the dreadful denunciations of Mo 


1 7 to our diſperſion, wherein he tells. L 
(Levit. xxvi. * and Deut. XXVII. 
e ſcattered over the 


60 e we ſhall 
face of the whole earth, among all 


nations: but what is moſt wonderful, he 
tells us, that we ſhall nevertheleſs ſewaln 
a SEPARATE people, capable of being 


gathered together in the latter days: 
This he affures us of in the following 
words. Ant yet for all” that, ' when 
they be in the land of their enemiet, I will 
not caſt them away, neither will T abhor 


them, to deftroy them utterly, and to break 


1 
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my tovenauit with, them * for I am the 
Lord their God*. - This, fir, is corro- 
borated by the other prophets; (whom 
pou have alſo been pleaſed to treat with 

ch contempt) for Jeremiah obſerves 
2 XXX. 11.) For J am with thee, 

ith the Lord, to fave thee; though 1 
make a full end of all the nations whi- 
ther 1 have diſperſed thee, yet I will not 
make a full end of thee, but J will cor- 
rec thee in meaſure ; and will not alto- 
gether conſume thee.“ And Amos 
(chap. ix. 8.) fays, Behold, the eyes 
of the Lord God are upon the ſiuful 
kingdom; and I will deſtroy it from off 
the face of the earth; yet will J not ut- 
terly deſtroy the houſe of Jacob, faith the 
Lord. For, lo, 1 will command, and I 
will ſift the houſe of Iſrael among all 
nations; as (one that) ſifteth (corn) 
With a ſieve: and a grain ſhall not fall 
upon the ground.“ That is, the collect - 
ire body of the nation fhall' not be de- 
W 1231 ſhall ſhew at large in the 


* 
. 


4 aa. _ A490 Rin 
* 1 


1 


„ Levit. xxxvi. 44. 
..4 Sec alſe chap. xivi. 28. 


% DEFENCE OF THE 


explanation of that prophecy, in my dif- 
ſertations on the prophecies of the ” OI 
Teſtament : : the ſecond volume of which, 

is juſt publiſhed. 

"Hence it is manifeſt, that although 
Moſes and the other prophets, aſſure us 
that, the mation ſhould be ſcattered 
among all nations, and ſoxely afflicted; 
yet. hopld they not be niterly, deftroyed, 
as was the caſe of other nations, as We 


ſee it fully verified at this day. 1 — 1 


now, ſir, give me leave to alk vou, h 

it was poffible for Moſes, without Wi 
divinely inſpired, to foreſee that, the 
dreadful. puniſhments which he had de- 
-nouncediagaiplt them, ſhould be fo. fully 


accompliſhed,, as they are allowed on all 


hands o be; becauſe, a number of a ac- 


eidents might haye . ariſep, to, prevent 


their completion, which no human fore- 


4ight. could haye foreſeen? As for in- 


ſane, the greateſt part of our ſufferings 


3 Have ariſen - from the perſecutions: which 
we have, ſuffered, from. Chriſtians, on ac- 
count of the difference of religion, and 


the charge brought ;againſt us, of cruci- 
fying the Lord of life, and Sayiour of the 


| OLD TESTAMENT. 17 
World. Now, if chis had not taken place, 
it is moſt probable, that we ſhould not 
have ſuffercd ſuch eruel and dreadful per. 
ſecutions, &c. as we have experienced 
for ſo-many hundred years, 

Again, — could he foreſce, but that 
the nation, after its being driven out of 
its on country, ſcattered in al parts, and 
ſuffering ſuch miſery, might not thereby 
be induced entirely to abandon Judaiſm; 
and fo fall in with the religion of the dif- 
ferent countries, where they were diſ- 
perſed: and thus become incorporated 
with them, and entirely fwallowed up 
among them; as has been the caſe of 
thegreateſt monarchies. Indeed, nothing 
could, or would be more probable : for as 
to what ſome Deiſts (who when driven 
from one entrenchment, retire into ano- 
ther, and from that into a third; and all 
along behave like an adverſary who fights, 
not with the hopes gf fucceſs, but — che 
vain glory of not yielding till he can hold 
out no longer) pretend, that the law he 
gave them, which contained the prohibi- 
tion of meats, intermarriages with other 
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nations, &e. is the ſole, cauſe of it, is pu- 
erile, and carries its on confutation with 


it. Becauſe, as I have obſerved, how was 


he ſure, that as well as they fell into ido - 
latry, and other enormous crimes, they 
would not violate thoſe prohibitory pre- 


cepts, whoſe. tranſgreſſion was ſo much 


leſs heinous; and thus be mingled among 
e nations: for ſurely, nothing elſe could 
in all human probability be expected; 
confidering what they have ſuffered dur- 
ing this long and Irezdfal captivity; for I 


am free to aſſert, no nation ever ſuffered 


the like, during a ſpace of almoſt eighteen. 
hundred years. But Moſes, contrary to 


all human foreſight, informs us, that not- 
withſtanding the ſevere, and almoſt unpa- 


ralleled chaſtiſements that they ſhould ex- 


perience, yet, ſhould they il. be preſerv- 
ed a diſtin; nation. How exactly all this 
hath. been. fulfilled. to this very day, need 


not. be infiſted upong as it is viſible to 


every eye, and manifeſt to the meaneſt 
capacity; although a period of upwards 


the delivery of this propheey. I there - 
fore would fain;aſk you, or any other 


— 


af three thouſand years hath clapſed ſince 


D 


— 
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Doiſt, Whether it was poſſible that Moſes, 
or any other perſon could foreſee ſuch a 
wonderful event, by any human means 
Whatever; or hew you, or they, can ac- 
count for it, on any other leheme, than that 
of divine preſcience? * - 
If we center into particulars, we ſhalt 
ind; that all the - puniſhments which he 
denounced againit them; have been fo ex- 
atly fulfilled in every particular, that it 
is no wonder; if inſidels were to have 
recourſe to the old hackneyed objections, 
that the facts were prior to the predicti- 


ons, and- that the prophecies were written 


after the hiſtories. If, therefore, the ac- 


compliſhment of the preceding prophecy, 


which may properly be called, a ſtanding 
miracle; even to this very day, the like of 
which hath never been ſeen or heard of 


in the world, ſhould not be able to con- 
vinee you or other unbeſievers, how 
an we expect that any other argument 
ſbould, how ſtrong foever ? But, as L 
would not by any means, omit adducing 
any argument that may ſerve to illuſtrate 


the ſubject, or tend to carry conviction 


home to the doubting and n un 5 


m E * 4 * 
— IE I —— — 
a — — a — — — III — 4801 Ne — — _ 
| r r — 
N 2 2 — 2 
522 
5 — 


— 
— — 


do celebrate the paſſover; and Baſnage 
gives us an account of one million, three 
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I fhalt3 uſt take a brief view of the accom» 
plihmen of ſome of the moſt remarkable 


of theſe denunciations. 


He tells them, that nie of them 


ſhall be deſtroyed. © « And ye ſhall be left 
ſewꝰ in number,“ &c. This, not to men- 
tion the other flaughters and ' maſſacres 
which they have ſafered, was fully veri- 
fied in the laſt ſiege of Jerufalem, when 
inveſted by Titus; when, as Joſephus 
fays,f an inſinite multitude periſhed by 
famine : for he computes that, during the 
whole fiege, the number of thoſe that 
were deſtroyed by that and the ſword, 


amounted to eleven hundred thouſand, as 


the people were aſſembled from all parts 


hundred' and thirty nine thouſand, fix 
hundred and ninety perſons, that were 
_ deſtroyed in 4 and other parts of 


Ia excluſive of ninety nine thouſand 


two hundred, taken priſoners, as he has 
collected from the accounts boy Joſephusf 


Pest. xuvitl, 683. 
F Bell. Juda. Lib. VI. Cap. 3. Seck. g 


T Hiſtory of the Jews, I, Chaps Ville . 
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OLD TESTAMENT. TH 
Indeed, there is not a nation upon earth, 
that hath ſuffered ſuch a number of maſ- 
facres and perſecutions : their hiſtory a- 
bounds with little elſe; and if God had 
not promiſed them his particular protec- 
tion, the whole race, would long ere this 
have been extirpated ; for as Baſnage ob- 
ferves,* Here is alſo another circum- 
ſtance, that heightens this prodigy. This: 
forlorn and perſecuted nation can ſcarce. 
find one place in · the univerſe. to reſt their 
heads; or to ſet their feet in. They have. 
waded-through floods of their own blood, 
and are as yet preſerved. That infinite 
number of Jeus, which we ſhall ſee here- 
after murdered through a cruel and bar- 
baronszeal,weakened, but did not deſtroy- 
that nation. For notwithſtanding the joint, 
perſecutions of -Chriſtians and Idolators, 
who deſigned their ruin, they are ſtill in 
being 9... 


"+; He alſo told chem, 10 And i ye ſhall 3 


plucked from off the land 79 1 thou 
goeſt to poſſeſs it.“ This is moſt: 
» Ibid: Chap. I. page 2. 5 8 

+ Deut. xxvili- 63. # 
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ſingular, and really worthy of obſervation, 
that even before they had entered the 
land to take poſſeſſion of it, he affures 
them, that if they diſobeyed the Lord's 
commandments, they ſhould be plucked 
off from it. Now, I defy you, or any one 
elſe, to produce any inſtance of a legiſla- 
tor ever ſtaking his reputation thus; and 
the exact manner it hath been fulfilled, is 
clear from their hiſtory; for they were 
indeed plucked off from their own land, 
when the ten tribes were carried aws 
captive by the king of Aſſyria; ; and of 
whom we know nothing certain to this 
hour; and when the other two tribes 
were carried captive to Babylon: : but 
more eſpecially, when their city and tem- 
ple were deſtroyed, and the nation We 
captive by the Romans. 
From that time to this, their evenitry 
hath been in the poſſeſſion 'of foreign lords 
and maſters, few jcws living in it; and 
thoſe of a low and-poor condition." A 
celebrated: Jew of the twelfth! century,“ 
who travelled into al Parks to vilir his bre- 


10 — of Tadela jo Spain, 
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thren, and inform . himfclf of the exact 
ſtate of their affairs, acquaints us that 
88 was, almoſt entirely abandoned 

* the Jews; for he did not find there, 
5 two hundred perſons,“ who were 
moſtly dyers of wool ; the 'monoply cf 
which trade, they purchaſed every year. 
They all lived together under David's 


tower, and made very little figure, In 
other parts, he found one or two in a city. 


in another twenty, in others more; and 
in many none at all. An accurate and 
faithful Engliſh traveller, f who had been 


in the holy land ſays, that, It is for the 


moſt part, now inherited by Moors and 
Arabians; thoſe poſſeſſing the valleys, 


and theſe the mountains. Turks there be 
few: but many Greeks with other chriſ- 


tians. of all ſects and nations, fuch as im- 


pute to the place an adherent holineſs... 


Here be alſo ſome Jews, yet inherit they 


no part of the land, but in their own. 


country. do hve as aliens,” 


He alſo informs them, archi Thould © 


be ſeattered among all tions ; © And 


* Benjamin Itiner, p. 41. 


+ Sandy s travels, Book * page 114. 
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thou halt be removed into all the king- 


of the countries of Europe and Africa, 
are pretty numerous in the Weſt Indies, 
and there are ſeyeral families of them in 
Ameriea. They circulate, as a Chriſtian 
- author ſays, (Biſhop Newton) through 
all parts were trade and money circulate; 
and are, as [\may ſay, the brokers of the 
whole world. 
+53 Bot though they were to be thus dif- 
perſed; yet he affured them that, they © 
.. ſhould not be totally deſtroyed, (as already a 
mentioned) " And yet for all that, =; 
when they be in the land of their enc- © 
mies,“ &c 5. On this, an author of great 


Deut. xxvii. 2 + Heb. Peoples. 
4 Ibid. 64. Lerit. xxvi. 44. 


doms of the carth®,” Again, -** And the 1 
Lord ſhall ſcatter thee among all the peo- 7 
ple, f from one end of the earth even unto In 
the other.” This indeed, hath been moſt o 
_.amply fulfilled Gnce the great diſperſion 4 
of the Jews by the Romans. For whit * 
people have been ſcattered, fo far and 4 
wide as they? and where. is the nation 4 
that is a ſtranger to them, or to which bl 
they are ſtrangers ? They ſwarm in many 4 
parts of the caſt, are ſpread through moſt * 
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note, obſeryes, and what a marvellops 
« thing is it, that after ſo many wars, bat- 
tles and ſieges; after ſo many fires, fa- 
wines and peſtilences ; after ſo many re- 
_bellipns, maſſacres and perſecutions; after 
many” years. of . captivity, flavery and 
miſery, ny are not de/ireyed ntterly, and 
- thoug gj ſeattered among all people, yet 
„bit as a diſtinct people by themſelves: 
where there any thing comparable to 
- this to be found in al] the hiſtories, and 
.n allthe nations under the ſan ?“ 

But though they ſhould not be utterly 
delbvyed, yet ſhould they ſuffer 45 
aud not have reſt long in any place. 
. And among theſe nations ſhalt thou 
Fuad no eaſe, neither ſhall the ſole of thy 
; foot have relt},” This hath indeed 
been fully verified, for they have been 
io far from finding reſt, that they have 
been baniſhed from place to place, from 


country o country. In many places, 


they have: been baniſhed, and recalled, 
And baniſhed again. 1 ſhall Juſt take no- 


tice of ſome 5 their great baniſhments in 


| * Baſuage. 5 xxxiii. 65. 
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|; ndern times, from countries well Knewh. 
About the latter end of the thirtèenthꝰ 
century, 
by Edward I. T and were not permitted 


they were baniſhed from England 


to return and ſettle there Again, till Crom- 


well's time, or rather under Charles the 


ſecond. In the latter end of the fifteenth 
century, as Mariana obſerves, f they were 
baniſhed from Spain, by Ferdinand and 
Iſabella: and according to his account, 


there wert ſeventy thouſand facile br 


eight hundred thouſand perſons; that left 


Spain upon the execution of this edict. 


Some reckon an hundred and twenty 
- thouſand families. They were indeed 
received in Portugal by John II. but he 
made them pay a Lear eee for a refuge; 
_and a few years after they were baniſhed 

his ſuceeflor Emanuel; who' violated 
his faith with them, By depriving them 
of their liberty to carry away their chil- 
dren under fourteen years'of age, Which 
reduced them to that deſpair, that ſome 
* _ killed themſelves, * homo Setter Lag 


4 34.54 


1 Some 1 it was Hesy II. 13 Baſvage, B. VII. 
Chap. xxi. 5 Abarbanal. Cordoſo las Excelles. &c. 


. 


OLD. TESTAMENT. 27 


ctiſicing nature to their religion, *arned 


execationers to their own bowels.” * This. 
leads us ta What Moſes fays, c 1 50 


their children, Thy ſons and thy daugh- 


ters all be given unto another people, 
and thine eyes ſhall look, and fail with 


longing. for chem all the day along: and 
there /hall be no might in thine hand.“ f 


How exactly hath all this been fulfilled in 
ſeveral countries; but eſpecially in Spain 
and Portugal, where they formerly were 
fo. numerous ;. and where their children 


were taken from them by order of the 


government, to be educated in the Pop 
religion; as mentioned in the firſt pro- 
phecy of Moſes, in my Difſertations on 


the prophecies, Vol. I. page 32. And 
Baſnage { obſerves, that the fourth coun- 
eil of , ordered that all their chil- 
dren; ſhould be forced from them, for fear 

FAhbould partake of their errors; and 


that they mould be ſhut up in monaſte- 


nes,. to be inſtructed in the Chriſtian 


oh He adds. We ſhall ſee in the 


„ Baſu. Book VII. Chap. xxi. Sect. 25: 


Deut. xxviii, 32, 


* lid of the Jews, B. VII. Chap. xili. Sec. 14. 
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ſequel the lamentable effects of theſe * 
rapes.” And it has been ſhewn, under 
the preceding head, that when they were 
baniſhed from Portugal, all their children 
under fourteen years of age, were taken 
from them, and baptized. A practice 
not at all juſtifiable adds the hiſtorian.* _ 
He al tells them, that they ſhall be 
oppreſſed and ſpoiled continually. «+ And 
thou ſhalt be only oppreſſed, and ſpoiled 
cvermore, and yo man ſhall ſave thee,” f 


Ec. Now it is well known what frequent f 
ſeizures have been made of their effects, on 
in almoſt all countries, either to ſupply. =» 
the neceſſities of the Rate, or the luxury Ws 
of the prince: How often have they been Tp 
fed and flceced by almoſt Al goverti- 5 
ments? How often have they been forced N 


to redeem their lives by ſums extorted 

| from them? The inſtances are innumera- 

| ble, I ſhall juſt mention what an Eng- 

- Iſh biſtoriant ſays, that Henry III.“ Al. 

ways polled the Jews at every low ebb of 

his fortunes. One Abraham, Who was 

found delinquent, was forced to pay feven 
„Mariana, Book XX VI. Chap. vi. f Deut. 

XXviii, 20, f Kennet. Vol. I. page 179. 
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ron, another Jew, proteſted that the king 
had taken from him at times, thirty thou. 
ſand.marks of filver, beſides two hundrec 
marks of gold, which he had preſented 
to the queen.“ 

And in the year. 1240, when the King 
attempted to fleece them to the utmoſt, a 
molt reſpectable author obſerves,?, that 
he << commanded a/ the Jews. of, both 
ſexes throughout En gland, to be impri- 


— YE 


ſoned, till they would make a diſcove 2 


el their wealth: Which he a dd 
officers to receive in every coun 


return to his exchequer. Many ab ben, them, 


no doubt, pleaded poverty, or pretended 


was in earneſt to have their laſt farthing, 


he extorted it by the moſt cruel tormentss 


Stow ſays, that the generality of them 
had « one eye put qut. And Matthew Pa- 
ris}, tells us, that from one particular Jer 
at Briſtol, the king demanded no leſs than 


ten thouſa "marks of N (a Prodigh 


See Anglia Judaica. p. 0 
ecke Stow, 284 1210. 275 
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hundred marks for his redemption. Aa- 


to. have, given up all: but as the tyrant 5 


* 
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ous ſum in thoſe days $1) which being re- 


ſolueely denied him, he commanded one 


of his great teeth to be pulled out daily, 
till he conſented, The poor man had the 
courage to hold out ſeven operations, but 
then, ſinking under the pain, ranſomed 
ihe remainder of his teeth, at the price 
demanded. And when they were baniſh- 
ed in the reign of Edward I. their eſtates, 
&c. were confiſcated, which brought im- 
menſe ſums to the crown. Thus 8 
they been ſerved, almoſt every where; 
plain demonſtration of the full xccompliſh 
ment of this prediction. 

In verſe 34 he ſays, „Thou ſhalt be 
mad, ſor the fight of thine eyes which 
thou malt ſce.” And have we not feen 
into what madneſs: and deſperation they 
js been driven by the oppreſſions, ex- 
toxtions, and cruel uſage they have expe- 
fienced,? Have they not in mere fury and 
deſperation deſtroyed themſelves, their 
- wives and children? Jolephus* mentions, 
that after the deſtruction of Jerufalem by 
Titus, ſome of the Jews took refuge in 
the caſtle: of Naſada, where being clpſc!y 


» Joſeph. De Bell Jad Lib VE Cops vill, et ix. 
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deſieged by the Romans, they, by the 
perſuaſion of their leader, Eleazer, firſt 
murdered their wives and children; after 
which, they choſe ten men by lot to flay 
the reſt; when this was done, they choſe 
one of the ten to kill the other nine in 
like manner; Which having performed, 
he ſet fire to the place, and then ſtabbed 
himfelf. There, were nine hundred and 
fxty, who periſhed in this'miſerable man- 
ner; 'Inftances of the like behaviour hath 
often occurred fince ; I fhall only take 
notice of one mentioned in Engliſh hifto- 
fy. When in the reign of Richard I. the 
people roſe in arms to make a general 
mafſacre of them, fifteen hundred of them 
retired” into York caſtle,“ where being 


_ clbſely beſieged,” they offered to capitu- 


late, and to ranſom their lives with mo- 
hey.” The offer being refuſed, one of 
them cried in deſpair, That it was better 


to, die couragebuſiy for the Lato, than to 


fall into the hands of the Chriſtians. Eve 

as 4.5.5 ef 1 G--+ #3 EH * * "= 7.523 B31 W ry BIT. 
* Baſnage, Book VII. Chap. x. Sect. 20. page 

638: who for his authority quotes Matth. Paris, p. 

tr, and Polyd! Virgil” L. 14. p. 248. See alſo An- 

glia Judaica, p- 25. K NY 2 1 #34 .-& 
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one immediately toak his knife, and ftab- 
bed his wife 15 childrens, The men af. 
terwards retired into the king's. palace 
and ſet it on fire, "> which they conſume 
themſelves with the palace and wet 


He tells them, thac in this dręadf 
„ ſhall, ſerve other, 3 


t "Kern other gods, wood 


« And there thou 

which neither thou 
Bee kern, Kee. This 
TIE during this 
wotul captivity. W when the Jews, in Spain, 
other countries were obliged * com- 


y. with the Kolarrans- wor 
Ec. and to. 
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the Lord ſhall lead thee.” Hath not this 

been fulfilled,” and as we may ſay, is ful- 

filling every day? Is not the pretended 

afarice, uſury, and hard beine of a 

Je become proverbial ꝭ Is it not faid, that 
their very countenances commonly diſtin- 

gui them from the reſt of mankind ? 

And Has not a great maſter of nature, 

drawn the portrait of à Jew, in a moſt 
| deteſtable character, in his Jew of Venice? 
Do not Heathens, Chriſtians and Maho- 1 
metaus, however they may differ in other 3 
points, yet agree in abuſing, vilifying and 
perſecuting the Jews ? And has not a 
S Chriſtian writerf of our time; vilified © 
them in a moſt un warrantable manner; 
aſthough it is well known, chat there is 
not à people on carth, more friendly and 
favorable to good order and good govern- 19 
ment,” or more obedient to their rulers, 1 
2 than they are? Yet, are they treated in | 
* K reſpecks, as if "they were of another = 
n {peCies. IP, | 
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* He alſo tells them, that, cc The Lord j 
* will make thy plagues wonderful, and the- 1 
* plagues of wy deed, even great plagues, . - f | 


G * The right honorable Edmund Burke. 


dert 
and of long ane * dee, b 
not their calamities been of long continu- 
ance? Have they not continued upwards 
of, ſeventeen, hundred years? Their for. 
mer captivities were e in compa · 
riſon of this; beſides time of their | 
redemption. was well known and aſcer 
| 
| 
| 


tained: and during, the Babyloniſh capti- 
vity,..they, had;prophets}. among: them, 
who exhored and comforted them; but 
during chis long a -dreadful. captivity, 
there is not one true prophet among them, 
to inform them of the end of their cala · 
mities; as the pfalmiſt ſays, We ſee 
not our. ſigns, (there is) no more any pro- 
: et, neither (is there) among us any that 
 knoweth, 8550 long.“ In their former 
captivities, they had the conſolation of 
being together in one place: in Egypt, 
they dwelt together in the land of Golhen; 
and ithey were all carried together to Ba- 
jon; but at preſent they are ſcattered 
all over the face of the earth. What na- 
tion hath ever ſuffered ſo much, and yet 
continued ſo long? What nation bath ſub- 


<E-Neout. vit 59. + Exckiel and * 
1 Fhelm laxiv. 9. | 
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ted a8 a diſtinct people even in tlieir own 
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count „ J long as theſe have: done, tho? 


18h erſed in all countries, without having 


5 place they can call their own ? And 
at'a ſtanding miracle is this, thus ex. 
hibited to the view and Obſervation of the 


whole world? 


Laftly, he tells them that they ſhall 
be carried into Egypt again, and expoſed 
to fale as ſla ves, but there would be none 
to purchaſe them. And the Loxp 
mall bring ther into Egypt again“, in 
ſtups, by is way whereof I ſpake 150 
thee, thou ſhalt ſee it no more again: and 
there ye ſhall be ſold unto your enemies 
- for Roan, and bond. women, and no 


man mall buy you.” This, is a ſtriking 
contraſt to what happened to them when 
Moſes brought them out from Egypt; for 


then, they came out in a triumphant man- 
ner, as mentioned Exod. xiv. 8. And 
the children of Iſrael went out with an 
high hand.“ But now, he fays, they ſhall 
returu thither as flaves. This was fally 


accompliſhed ; for it appears from Joſe- . 
"pans F that in the reign of the two firſt 


ver, 63. T Joſ. Ant. Lib. XII. Cap. 1. et 2, 
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gage, bound to the works in Egyp 
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P 
Pitolemies, a number of Jews were flayes 
in Egypt. And when Jeruſalem. was ta- 
ken b Titus,“ he ſent many of them cap. 
uUves, who were ahqye ſeventeen ycars of 


" y 6 
© 


ie works in Egypt: thoſe 
under ſeventeen, were ſold; but ſo Jitle 
care was taken of theſe captives, that -4 
ven thouſand of. them (periſhed for want. 
The markets were jor qyerſtocked, with 
them, that as Joſephus Jays. elſewhere, 
they were ſold with their 51 hil- 
_ dren at the loweſt price. And; after their 
laft overthrow by Adrian, many. thauſ- 
ands of them were ſold; and thoſe, that 
could not be fold were tranſported. into 
Egypt, and periſhed; by Thipwreek: ar ſa- 
nine, or were maſſacred by the inhabhit- 
ats. All Fhich ian mabifefl proof of ihe 
_. accompliſhment. of this remarkable de- 
_. nunciation, in every, particular. 


* * 


Theſe fir, are manifeſt roofs of pro- 
phecies,;. of prophecies, delivered, above 
three thouſand years age: and which we 
nevertheleſs Pala ſee. fulfilling, in 2 
World at this very time; and what ſtrong- 


\ 


er proof can we haye, or deſire, of the 
el. Jud. Lib. Vl. Cap. vii. Sed 2, 5. 2285. 
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divine legation of Moſes ? For what le- 


giflator durſt ever attempt to ſtake his 
58 thus, by denouncing ſuch fevere de- 
nunciations againſt a nation for diſobe- 
dience of religious ceremonies only: for 
as to what deiſts aſſert, that any wiſe and 


intelligent 1a wgiver might eaſily foreſee: 


chat, che obſervance of the judicious laws 
:aſtituted by him, would tend to make a 
nation flouriſh, and that the rejection of 
them would lead to their ruin, is futile: 
becauſe ſuch foreſight could at any rate 
only comprehend political inſtitutions; 
and therefore, the non obſervance of ſuch 
might end in the loſs of their liberty, or- 
the ſubverſion of their goverument: and 
which might caſily be foreſeen; But even 
this, was not always the conſequence: for 
although we find, that the Lacedemo- 
mans did not make ſo great a figure, 
after they had fallen from the obſervation. 
of the rules which Lycurgus (whoſe ſole 
aim was to train them to war) had en- 
joined them; becauſe” they could not then 

make war againſt; conquer, and command 
all thoſe round them; yet we find, that 
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the Remans, on the contrary, advanced 
their ſtate to the higheſt pitch of glory. 
after they had changed the conſtitution 
from what it was in Numa's days; wholc 
only concern was, that Rome fould con- 
linue in peace and amity. Whence it is 
manifeſt, that Moſes, could never have 
foreſeen. by any human ſagacity, the ca- 
lamities which have befallen them, as the 
conſequence of the tranſgreſſion of laws 
purely religious : as it is impoſſible, ac- 
. cording to the Jaws of nature, that a na- 
tion, as a collective body, and ſtate of go- 
verament, ſhould be happy or miſerable, 
merely for the ſake of religious inſtitu- 
aus whoſe: object wes not peace or 
: and yet, we ſee with what exact- 

—— cheſe particular predictions have 
been fulfilled. Can we thew in reaſon 
any longer doubt the divine miſſion of 
Moſes ? I really know not, how theſe 
inſtances may affect you, or any other 
unbelicvers, bel for my own part, I muſt 
freely acknowledge, that they not only 
convince, but aſtoniſh and amaze me, 
beyond utterance. They are indeed, 
What Moſes Pe they ſhould be, 
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a ſign and a wonder for ever, as he ſays, 
in chap, xxviii. 45-46. © Moreover all 
theſe curſes, ſhall come upon thee, and 
ſhall purſue thee and overtake thee, till 
thou be deſtroyed; becauſe thou heark- 


enedſt not unto. the voice of the Lord thy 


God, to keep his commandments, and 
his ſtatues which he commanded thee. 
And they ſhall be upon thee fora fign 
and for a wonder, and upon thy feed for 
ever. For they are a fign of their re- 
bellion againſt God, anda er of their 
preſervation, amidſt all thoſe dreadful ca- 
lamities which they have ſufferod for fo 
many hundred ycars. 

1 ſhall now proceed to take n of 
the character of Moſes, as ſtated in the 
Bible, to ſee if it is as you ſay, 1h 
moſt horrid that can be sgi am 
confident, it will appear to be the very 
reverſe of what you hae aſſerted it to be. 
The evidence that 1 ſhale-produce will be 
ſuch as yau can have no obi to, as 
it is the ſame that qu make vie of your- 


n ee 86 
far we are agreed. Now for the proof. T 
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According to the account we have in 


theſe books of the firſt calling of Moſes 


_ tothis miſſion, it does not appear chat he 


was a vain and arregamt cortomb; but 
en the contrary, it ſhews him to be a 
meek and humble perſon; one that was 
fully ſenſible” of the importance of the 
buſineſs he was to engage in; and, there- 
fore, he ſays to God“, Who (am) 1, 

that I ſhould go unto Pharaoh, and tllat I 
ſhould bring forth the children of 'Iirael 
from Egypt? In this humble ſtate of mind 
he continued, till the Lord was angryt 
with him; and commanded him to go. 
When he came to Pharach, he did not 
behave ke an arrogant coxcombf, but 
with at becoming i unappalled at 
the preſence of the Egyptian King, in all 
his pomp and pride; he "ated Rke the 
meffenger of the greateſt king, who he 
was conſident was able to protect him; 

and of whoſe omnipotent power, he con- 
ſtantly endeavoured to make them ſenſi- 


ble: for Which rcaſon, he always Warn- 


od them of the day that the plaghe! was 
to commence, and allo. granted their re- 


ne I Exod, iv. 14. 
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yuelt” to remove it; and that, at their 
own appointed time: as he himfelf fays*, 


eſt know that (there is) none like unto 
the Lon p our God.” Thus did he en- 
dea vour to make Pharaoh -ſenfible with 
whom he was contending ; and that he 
oaght, therefore, to ſubmit ſo him, and 
to "favs himſelf and his people from the 
geſtruction that would certainly attend 


bis diſobedience. This, Sir, is not the 


behaviour of an arrogant coxcontb, nor yet 


that of a'dete/table f villain; but on the 


contrary, that of a pious, virtuous perſon, 
who tried every means in his power to a- 
vert the dreadful judgment that hung 
over - Pharaoh and his people r et 
wickedneſs, + 

When he broug ke thi nativn : forth 
ork Egypt, with red gentleneſs did he 


lead them! even © as a nurſing father, 


beareth the ſacking ; child,” With what 
patience did he bear their frequent re- 
proaches and murmurings. But when 
they were in * of being deſtroyed, 


. Fad. Wi. 6. Kc. Pa 1 
3 * xi. *. 3 


* According to thy word: that thou may- 
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pd what public ſpirit, what love di&he! ſhew 


Jos. his people* | How often did he ear- 


nelly ſupplicate the ſupreme being in 


their behalf, to ſave. them from the pu- 
niſhment they had ſo juſtly merited for 


| their fins... And when he: was fully aſſur- 


ed of. his death, his only concern Was 
2 dem; _ earneſtly requeſting God to 


| appoint one to govern them, that the 


congregation of the Lorp, might not 


be as ſheep. that have 0 fhepherd.“ 


And. now, give me leave to aſk you, 
whether, this action ſhews. him to be an 


impoſtor 5 ſor had he aſpired to the regal 


power, no man ever bad a better oppor- 
tunity of accompliſhing, i it. But he ne- 


Fer thought, Of it: all, his actions ſhew 


{he ated under the immediate autho- 


IJ ty of God, He, therefore, ſaw, with- 


t mimmuring, his brother and his bro- 


ih action, he bimſelf Puts them 1 In poſ- 
ſeiſion of this. dignity, whult . Pires 
XA n je mixed in the 


„ See Exed Kxxii. 32. N 


. i & WP xxvii. 13K. Leu? *. 


is u + 


| er's children raiſed to the ſacerdotal oſ- 
bee, And What adds to the luſtre oi 


mad of 
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Levites, wichont hopes of ever riſiug to 
any higher . for by the conſti- 
tution of the prieſthood, they were bat- 
red: from . having any ſhate in the 
Honour, power, or wealth of the prieſts, 
and rendered totally incapable of — 
enjoying the authority and M 7 
high prieſt's office. Theſe, 
ſome of the actions of Moſes; and So 
are ſuck as ſhew bim to have been a per. 
ſon of eminent virtue and piety.” And; 
as he was virtuous and pious himſelf, fo 
| heiendeavoured- to form a vittuous peo 
ple, Who, by a. faithful ferviet paid to 
the, one true God, ſhould give au exam- 
ple 10 o all the nations of the earth, of a 
pure _—_ reaſonable worſhip. This Sir, 
was the ſole end of the een of Mo- 
ſes, ſo much faperior to ali other forms of 
government z for as the illuſtrious author 
of the Spirit of Laws, ſays, , Benden che 
common object which: all, governments 
have of ſupporting themſelves, tack; r 


them has beſides a * one,” "Pha: 


Sparta formed ſoldiers, Rome conghienars;: 
nd Carthage merchants and nayigators; 
unk * — 1 


2 


* * 
„ 


= 
r 
—_ * * 
- nw_ 2 


- = 
" 
3 an 0 - 4 4A” ws ws 8 = 6 
» — — — —_ * — * — - = 25 
— — —— — „ — * 2 —-” 
— - _ ' / — 
1 o 
AEST. a 2 „ * — N 


firm; tras much more noble, aud more 
worthy of à wife legiſlator, than any of 
I muſt Farther obſerve; that the moſt 
Famous epillators made jt à rule not to 
change any thing in the ancient ſuperſti- 
cid bt 20 leave the people at full li- 
| potty, bc. proftitute their adoration to infe- 
riot gods, to the ſtars, the elements, 
 plants,!reptiles} dcr While Moſes conſt- 
dered it 2$ a moſt important obligation, 
tö inſtruct his nation im its duty towards 
che great Creator and governor of the 
ik To make them ſenſible of his 
power, gobdneſe; zuſtice and providence ; 
and to reath them how to deferve an 
bappy exiſtence under ls almighty pro- 


teckloh, by an ene obſervance of his 


ws: Doyou not think, Sir, that a con- 
duct like'this; deſerves encomiums even in 
Eͤĩͤ ͤ 
| — og Jas tegiflator ever ſpoke 
of: tie fapreme being to bis people, as 
Moſes" did to the” Hebrews? he gives 
them che moſt ſublime ideas of him, and 


- 
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were che neighhours of the Jews, and 
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which leads me to take notice of an ob- 
ſervation that I have made elſwhere“, in 
ſupport of the truth of the divine diſ- 
penſation of Moſes—— lt is as follows. 
— he modern philoſophers, ſuch as 
Voltaire, &c. take a pride ig repieſenting 
the Jews as an ignorant, ſtupid, and bar - 
barous nation, compared with the more 
poliſhed nations of antiquity. Let us 
now for a moment grant the truth af their 
aſſertion; it of _—_ will follow that, 
from à people ſo ignorant, ſtupid, and 


unpoliſlied, as they are repreſented to be, 


we natyqrally ſhould not expect to nd 
ſentiments and doctrings, far luperior ta 
any thing of the kind that we find among! 
the moſt. improved natiqns. n N + 334.41 an 

Now, it is well known that the anti- 
ent, nations the Egyptians,” the Babyla- 
mans, the Aﬀſyrign3,) the Tyrians, Nc. 


pletely ſurrounded them: Theſe, were 
all ſuak into the moſt aich and! ſtupich 
idolatry: fur they worſhiped nat only be 
ſun, moon, and Hars: which en taps; 


* iti nons on the prophecies of 1 G 
3 to Vol. * 44%. 2 B. 


bad fortunes dependesd ; but dead men, 
Adonis, &c. 


heroes, Nc. Jupiter, Venus, 
— alſo 1 inſects, and even onions. 
is requiſite to 


debere coold they 
nl worthip?” 2 


E + moon; ſtars, 
* * their 8 
ir is to Apoſe of them as is pleates. 


1 is clear they, could not have | 
_ theſe "nations, nor any —_ be- 
Was ſo 
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nour of their Gods; and their public 
feſtivals in general, were ſcenes of not 
and debauchery. mne 

Many of their ceremonies were med 
horribly. barharous. Their prieſts cut 
and mangled themſelves, in a moſt horrid 
manner, and practiſed the moſt dreadful 
mor tifications in the courſe of their wor- 
ſhip. Innocent children were, not ſpared 
by their parents, who madly. devoted 
them to the moſt cruel death; that of 
burning them alive, cither to appeaſe the 
wrath; or ſecure the favour gf their gods. 
A remarkable inſtance of which, we hav: 
in che life of Themiſtocles, the renowned 
Admiral 3 Athenians, as related by 
Plutarch. Wen Ibemiſtocles was 
about to facnificeupon the, Admiral galley, 
there were three very beautiful captives. 
brought to him, well dreſſed and gloriouſly 
adorned with rich veſts-of — laid to be 
the children of Aularctur and Sandaucey 
hſter to Xerzes.. As ſoon as the prophet 
Euphrantides ſaw them, and a Kt chat 
at.the ſame time the fire blazed out from 
the offerings, and caſt forth a mort than 


3 chat n 
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to the 1 which portended a fortunate 
event, he took Themiſtocles by the hand, 
and ordered that the three children ſhould 
be conſecrated and purified for facrifice, 
and offered up às a vow for victory to 
Bacchus Omaſtes, or the Devourer ; for 
hereby the Greeks ſhould not only fave 
themſelves, but alſo obtain victory.— 
Themiſtocles was ſtartled at a-prophecy 
chat carried ſo much cruelty and inhuma- 
unſty in it; but the populace, according to 
ther manner in all preſſing difficulties, 
truſting more to any abſurd and extrava- 
gant methods of appcaſing the Deity; than 
to fuch as are reaſonable, with one voice 
invoked Bacchus, and bringing the-cap- 
tives to his altar compelled hin to perform 
ite facrifice, as the en bad com- 
manded. Miu 
They alſo praiſe many W in- 
dencics, not proper to be recited; wo- 
men, in other reſpects chaſte, wert taught 
that proſtitution (in which the choice of 
a partner was not thought of, as being 
totally excluded) was a neceſiary made 
df recommending themſelves to the favor 
and protection of their deities. This be- 


* 
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ing the caſe, of which, we have the moſt 
unexceptionable evidence of both Greeks 
and Romans: ang as eyery. ect muſt 
have an adequate catsſe, I wich that you, 
or any other of the modern philoſophers, 
would be pleaſed to inform me, how you, 
or they, can account for the phenomena 
of a little Jewiſſß horde, as Voltaire de- 
lights to call them, being thus poſſeſſed. 
of the true knowledge ot the one living 
and eternal God, his providence, &c. 
while the learned, poliſhed; and civil. 
ed nations, were ſunk in the moſt groſs, 
barbarous, and ſtupid Idolatry, unleſs 
they had received the knowledge thereof 

divine revelation. I ſhall farther ſhew 
from the whole tenor of the Moſaical 
diſpenſation, in particulur from the pre- 
cepts of the land &c. that theſe inſtituti- 
ons could be none other than divine. 

Of all vices (as one of my learned bre. 
thren fays*,) the moſt hurtful to ſociety, 
of all wrongs the 1 5 irreparable, of all 


* Jews Letters to Voltaire. 
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crimes the blackeſt, is certainly calumny : 


| or a8. a great poet ſays, 


_— No might nor . in mortality 
Can cenſure Teape : back- wounding calumny 
The vhiteſt virtue ſtrikes. What king fo ſtron "g 
Can de the gall vp in the ſland ' rous er 


And af this you have beſtowed not a 
a little on Moſes; whom you'deſcribe asf 
the wretch that firſt began and carried 
on wars on the ſcore, or on the pretence 
of religion; &c. And of which you 
ſay, you ſhall ſtate but one inſtance; which 
is that of the Midianites. You- fay,} 
When the Jewiſh army returned from 
one of their plundering and murdering 
excurſions; the account goes on as follows, 
Numbers, chap. xxxi. ver. 13. And 
Moſes, and Eleazar the prieſt, and all the 
princes of the congregation, went forth 
to meet them without the camp; and 
399 was wroth with the officers of the 

oft, with the captains over thouſands, 
and captains over hundreds, which came 


« Shakſpear's Meaſure for Meaſure, A 3. Se. 27 
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from the battle; and Moſes faid unto 
them, Have ye /aved all the women alive? 
Behold, theſe cauſed the children of If-- 
rael, through the counſel of Balaam to 
commit treſpaſs againſt the Lord in the 
matter of Peor, and there was a plague 
among the congregation of the Lord. 
Now, therefore, kill every male among the 
little ones, and kill every woman that hath 
known a man by lying with him; but all 
the women-children that have not known a 
man by” lying with him, keep alive for 
your/ebves.”? | ws 

This is the text: and on which you 
comment as follows.“ Among the de- 
teſtable villains that in any period of the 
world have diſgraced the name of man, it 
is impoſſible to find a greater than Moſes, 
if this account be true. Here is an order 
to butcher the boys, to maſſacre the mo- 
thers, and debauch the daughters.” Let 
us now fir, conſider this heinous charge, 


Which with all the abuſe that you are 


maſter of, you have exhibited againſt 
Moſes : in order to which, we mult take 


p. 15. 


4 i” the children of Iſrael of the Midianites, 


97 againſt him: for both theſe are mentioned 
„ Avenge the children 
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notice of the cauſe of this war; and which 
we ſhall find to be not a plundering 


and murderingexcurſion,” butundertaken 
at the expreſs command of God, to avenge 


ſor what they had ſuffered through their 
ſeduction; and alſo for God's vengeance 

inſt them, for. the crime of. idolatry 
which they had cauſed Ifracl to commit 


in ver. 2 and 
af Itrael of the Midianites, &c. And 
avenge the Lord of Midian.”* For by the 
_ diabolical ſcheme of the Midianites proſti- 
tuting their women, the children of Iſ- 
rael, were ſeduced to commit idolatry : 
for which crime, twenty four thouſand of 


them were cutoff, | They therefore were 


commanded to make war upon them: and 
the aſtoniſhing ſucceſs of the expedition, 
plainly ſhewed, that it was undertaken 
and conducted under the immediate go- 


vernment of God; for though the Jewiſh 


army conſiſted of but twelve thouſand men, 


Faeoet did they not loſe one ſingle man, ia 
fighiing againſt the hoſt of Midian; and 


Fi Wh ich made lo great an impreſſion on the 
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minds of the captains of the hoſt, (of 


which you take no manner of notice, 


though if the one part be true, the other 
muſt be equally ſo) that they offered an 
oblation to the Lord, for his gracious in- 
terpaſition in their behalf. 

When this army returned thus victori- 
ous, Moſes and the princes of the congre- 
gation went to out to meet it; and Moſes 
obſerving the women captives was wroth 
with the officers; and in a tone of ſur- 


priſe, aſked, Have ye ſaved all the wo- 
men alive ? For the officers of the army 


were fully convinced that, according to 
the rules of war, none were to be put to 


death, but thoſe that oppoſed them; and 


therefore, women and children were ex- 
cepted ; as we find Moles himſelf had laid 
it:down as rule for the nation, when ma- 
king war againſt any other nations, than 
the Canaanites: Deut. xx. 10. When 


thou comeſt nigh unto a city to fight a- 


gainſt, &c.—And if it will make no peace 
with thee, &c.—Thou ſhalt ſmite every 
male thereof with the edge of the ſword. 


But the women, and the little ones, and 
E 8 
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the cattle, &c. ſhalt thou take for a2 
ſpoil to thyſelf.”?.;: The: officers therefore, 
flew.all the males in Midian, and took 
the women, and the little ones captive. 
But Moſes tells them, that here the caſe 
was far different z for, „Behold, the 
cauſed the children of Iſrael, through the 
counſel of Balaam, to commit treſpaſs 
againſt the Lord in the matter of Peor, 
Theſe women were the principal actors in 
this abominable and attrocieus crime; for 
by their proſtituting themſelves, they ſe- 
duced Iſrael, and drew them to the im- 
pure worſhip of their idol god Baal- peor; 
and thus there was a plague among the 
congregation,”? It therefore, is but juſ- 
t. ce, that they ſhould be puniſhed in an 
exemplary manner; as alſo to prevent 
their ever again alluring the nation to the 
love of licentious pleaſures, and the prac- 
tiee of idolatry. The young males were 
ordered to be put to death, (as Abarbanal 
obſerves) to prevent the miſchief that 
might enſue from their being ſpared; by 
becoming as “ pricks in their eyes, and 
thorns in cheir ſides, either by attempt- 
ing to avenge what they would eſteem 
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their count ry's wrongs, or by leading tlie 
nation into idolatry. But the young mai- 
dens who had done no injury to the na- 
tion; and beiug as yet unpolluted with 
the abominable and atrocious crimes- of 
their mothers, were not likely to - injure 
them, were permitted to live, to be em- 
ployed in domeſtic uſes. in their families, 
or given as wives to their men ſervants, 
as. will be ſhewn hereafter. | This is the 
real ſtate of the matter. But, you, ſir, 
without any regard to truth or decency, 
aſſert, that it appears from the 3 5th 
verſe of this chapter, that the number of 
domen · children conſigned to 8 
by the order of Moſes, was thirty-two 
| thouſand.” But whence, fir, does this: 

> [Rappear? is it to be found in the words of 

> {Dloles! Certainly: not. Prove it then, ſir, 

h it is incumbent on you to prove it. Prove 
this, I ſay, and I will never more defend 
Moſes; but will acknowledge bim to be 
that deteſtable villain and horrid monſter 
hat you pronounce him to be. Prove 
this, and J will then acknowledge the” , 
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Old teſtament to be what you have 
called it, “a work of lies, blaſphemy, 
and wickedneſs; a bad book; the worſt of 
books;““ any thing, whatever you pleaſe. 
Once more, I fay, prove this, or I muſt 
tell you plainly (excuſe my freedom) that 
you are not only a baſe calumniator, but 
the baſe/t of calumniators, thus to miſre- 
preſent God's proceedings in ſuch a bare- 
faced manner; and which even your pre- 
deceſſor, Voltaire, and the other infidel 
critics,” were not hardy enough to do: for 
they only objected to the great number 
of girls that could be found in a country 
of the extent that Midian was of. But 
not a word, did they preſume to ſay, a- 


| bout the order of Moſes for debauching 


the women children: No ſir, they knew 
better; they knew that they could be 
eaſily detected in making ſuch an afler- 
tion; for they knew that Moſes was ſo 
far from ordering any ſuch thing, that his 
laws did not even permit it: this is clear 
from Deut. xxi. 10—14. where it is or- 
dered that a man ſhall not even marry a 
captive, without ſeveral previous formali- 


ties: and if he afterwards did not like 
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her, he was obliged to let her go free 
and durſt not by any means diſpoſe of her, 


« becauſe he had humbled her.“ “ All 


which, ſhews the falſity of what you have 
advanced fo injurious to the character of 
Moſes; and which muſt now recoil on 
your qwn head. | 1 


* This is to be under ſtood of the abaſement which 
ſhe had experienced, by being confined to ſevere. 


trials, in che houſe of a ſtranger during a month; 
and then ſeeing herſelf caſt off him, at the very 
time ſhe expected to become his wife. For it is the 
opinion of the Talmudiſts of Jeruſalem, of Joſe= 
phus, and of Philo, that the law did not allow the 
firſt familiarities of the ſoldier with his captive. . He 
was obliged te marry her. See alſo Abarbanal on 
Deut. xi. 10, &c. This is a manifeſt proof of 
the tenderneſs with which the laws of Moſes treated 
priſoners of war: and I ara. confident chat no one 


can produce any ancient nation, whoſe 8 
rneſs and 


eher treated them with the like ten 
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Sin, 


1 Shall now proceed to take notice of 


your objections to the Books of Moſes 


themſelves; and ſhall hew, by their in- 


ternal evidence, that they are juſtly enti- 
tled to the appellation of being the word 
of Gd. 8 * IF 
Jo begin with the book of Geneſis. 
You obſerve,“ Take away from Geneſis 
the belief that Moſes was the author, on 
which only the ſtrange belief that it is the 
word of God has ſtood, and there remains 
nothing of Geneſis, but an anonymous 
bock of ſtories, fables, and traditionary 
or invented abſurdities, or of downright 
lies.“ This, fir, is the polite lapguage 


which you make uſe of, in ſpeaking of 


the book of Geneſis; a book that teaches 
us the origin of the world, the genealo- 
gies of our firſt parents, the ſettlements 


* Page 14. 
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of ancient nations, and the riſe. of arts. 
Concerning theſe things, I am free to 
aflert, that antiquity cannot ſupply us 
with more veritable and precious monu- 
ments than is contained in this, and the 
other books of Moſes. For as the authors 
of the ancient univerſal hiſtory obſerve, 
Moſes is the only authentic writer of 
what happened before, and for ſeveral 
ages after the flood. He is by univerſal 
conſent allowed to be the moſt ancient 
hiſtorian now extant ;. as it is certain, that 
his hiſtory was compoſed, not only. before 
all the hiſtories, but even before the fables 
of the Greeks. For there is nothing 
contained in them relating to the time be- 
fore the deluge, that has any appearance 
of truth: f of this, every dilcerning mind 
will be fully convinced, on comparing the 
fabulous hiſtories of Sanchoniatho, Ma- 
netho,. Beroſus,f. Herodotus, and 1555 
dorus Siculus, with that of Moſes, 


Vol. Iſt. Anci. Voir, Hiſt, preface, p- 12» 
+ Ibid page 27. 
1 Ses his fabulous account of the deluge, Univ. 
Hiſt. page 50, Kc. As I have mentioned the de- 
luge, 1 deem it neceſſary, for the information of 
thoſe who wiſh to ſee the biſtory of Moſes Rrengthe - 


„% = DEPENEE or Fu 
His philoſophy alſo, is not that barren in 
and fruitleſs one, whoſe fubtility evaporates ſpe 


ened by the teſtimony of thoſe that are called pro- dif. 
fade: writers, to obſerve that the deluge, or univerſal 
deſtruction by water, is confirmed by the concurrent 
teſtimony of the moſt ancient writers; as the au- thr 
_ . thors of the Univerſal Hiſtory ' obſerve, (Vol. I. p. eve 
85.) That there was ſuch an univerſal deſtruction wh 
dy water, is confirmed by the concurrent teſtimonies ter 
_ | of ſeveral of the-moſt ancient writers and nations in 
in the world. What account the Chaldean records 
(meaning the hiſtory of Beroſus) give af it, we Sir, 
naye already ſeen. I he Indian and Perſian tradi. mat 
tion we. may mention hereafter. That the Egypti- ture 
ans were, no ſtrangers to this event; appears not only „ 
Lem thoſe circumſtances” of Ofiris and Typhoa fi (2? 
mentioned above; but alſo from the teſtimony of OC 
Plato: Who ſays; that. a certain Egyptian prieſt allt 
recoumted to Solon, out of their ſacred books, the func 
| hiſtory. of the univerſal flood, which happend long the 
before the particular inundations known to the Gre- q 
ans. , The inhabitants of Heliopolis, in Syria, mad 
me wed a chaſm or cleft in the earth in the temple ot ſtr al 
Juno, which fwallowed up the waters of the flood. time 
Nay, the very Amerieans are ſaid to acknowledge 
and ſpeak of it in their continent: and we are told, 
chat there is a tradition among the Chineſe, that Pu- 
- oncu, with his family eſcaped the general deluge,” 
Kc. Thus we fee that moſt nations have Tome idea 
of a deluge, though done have ſo clear an account 
of it, as that given by Moſes. _ 
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in empty rcaſonings, and whoſe powers 
ſpend themſelves in diſcoveries of no uſe 
to the happineſs of men: it is not that 
diſaſtrous philoſophy, which, with an axe 
in its hand, and a veil over its eyes, 
throws doxyn, overturns, and deſtroys 
every thing, and builds up nothing: 
which in its impious phrenzy, makes mat- 
ter its God; and which diſtinguiſhes 
man from beaſt only by his ſhape. No 
Sir, it is the wiſe philoſophy of a good 
man, who wifhes to render his fellow crea- 
tures happy: for Moſes begins his hiſto- 
ry; with informing us, that there is a 
God, and that he created the world, and 
all chat is therein. This was the grand 
fundamental principle, to bring men to. 
the knowledge and worſhip! of him that 
made them; for it is manifeſt to demon- 
ſtration, that if man docs hut give himſelf 
time to reflect, that God made him, and 
gave him hands to feel, legs to walk, &c. 
and endowed him with powers and rea- 
ſoning faculties, far beyond that of the 
brute creation; he will naturally love and 
reverence that great and awful being, that 
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can mould him as he pleaſes. - The know. 
ledge of this ſublime truth; effetually 
—— s all thoſe falſe” notions. entertain- 
are certain philoſophers, of the eterni. 
y of matter, and à ſortuitous concourſe 
+ Atoms. It lays the axe to the root, 
and at once annihilates that "fooliſh; ab- 
ſurd, and impious tenet: and which is a 
demonſtration” that the philoſophy of 
Moſes, was moſt beneficially conducive to 
to the happineſs of mankinßg. 
He is alſo to be admired as an hiſtorian; 
for, as à learned chriſtian“ obſerves, 
Whatever defects may be noted in his 
hiſtory upon the Whole, when compared 
with the more regular and more laboured 
productions of the poliſned hiſtorians of 
_ Greece and Rome; yet in many parts of 
it he has given evident marks of Ayperier 
abilities as an hiſtorian. The hiftory of 
Joſeph, for inſtance, is an example of 
fumple, noble, elegant, intereſting, pathe- 
tie narration: of a juſtneſs, neatneſs, and 
perſpicuity of hiſtoric compoſition ; to 
ow ag 1 r or in any degree 
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comparable; can be produced from He- 
rodotus or Xenophon, Salluſt or Livy. t/% 
As an orator, his exhortatious in the 
hook of Deuteronomy, carry with them à 
à ſpiric, and an elegance, equal at 
leaſt; (considering eee to any thing 
gyer/penned. 
As a poet, his beatiful ode, e 
in Exodas, is ſuperior to any thing af the 


| kigd:: but his prophetic poem in Deute- 
| a rel is not to be equalled. 


It con- 
fix paris, as I have ſhewu in ano- 
der. place. The, firſt part conſiſts of 

firſt five;yerſes, and is a prefatory in- 
twoduction to e. poem: The ſecond 
part contains nine verſes; the ſudject of 
which is the kindneſs and beneficence of 
the Supreme Being towards /a: The 
third patt conſiſts of the next four verſes, 
in which he:deſcribes the ſin and wieckesd- 
neſs of the nation: The fourta part con- 
ſiſts of the next ſeven verſes, in which he 
retounts the afflictions with which GOD 


would puniſh them for their diſobedience: 


me fifth part contains the next eight 


2 n rodafioa to Lings Sars, p. 4 
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verſes, herein he deſeribes the final: de- 
ſtruction, which the Supreme Being 


might have been induced to have brought 


them for their enormous crimes, 
had it not been ſor one particular reaſon, 
and Which he inimitablydeſcribes : The 
ſixth and laſt p art contains the laſt ten 
verſes of the ben he rchearſes 
the conſolation of ſruel, and the ven- 
geance W e Will take on _ 
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3h — forbear ober win g in doof 
of the prophetic inſpiration of this poem, 
that the. firſt ſive parts of it, have been 
fully aceompliſhed, viz. The kindneſs and 
beneficence of the SupremeBeing towards 
Ifacl,. in giving them poſſeſſion of the 
holy lad, and their proſperity under 
David and Solomon: their fins of idolatry, 
&c.-their-captivity, and the ſevere puniſſi- 
ments that followed, and their preſerva- 
tion as a diſtinct nation to this very day, 
notwithſtanding all their ſufferings, and 
which undoubtedly, is one of the" moſt 
wonderful things in the world, as (ſhewn 
at large in my Diſſertations on the Pro- 
Fhecies vol. It; p. 77, &c.) MW hence, I pre- 
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ſume to chink, that the completion of the 
firſt frre parts, may be conſidered as à 
pledge and earneſt of the accompliſhment 
of the ſixth, which mentions the redemp. 
tion of the nation, &c. And it is very re- 
markable, that the prophet Jeremiah hath 
clearly evinced the truth of this poſition, 
in the following words,“ which he pro- 
duces as an argument, in ſupport of what 
he had delivered as a prophecy, foretell- 
ing the future reſtoration of the nation: 
e For thus faith the Lord, like as I have 
brought all this great evil upon this peo- 
ple, ſo will I bring upon them all the good 
that I have promiſed them.“ A ſtronger 
proof than what is contained in theſe 
words of the prophet, in ſupport of the 
ſpirit of prophecy, cannot be required; 

the accompliſhment of the evils pre- 
dicted, is a ſure pledge of the completion 
of the good promiſed: and therefore, as 
it is allowed on all hands, that the firſt 
five parts of this poem, hath been fulfilled 
in every particular fact, it conſequently 


« 
by 


"I 
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46. 
is manifeſt, that not the leaſt doubt ouglit 
to be entertained of the full accomphſh. 


ment of the laſt; part. 
demonſtrable proof of the divine _— 
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di ert en pe lier 
1 SHALL now proceed to the other 
ES of Moſes ; viz. Exodus, Leviticus, 
Numbers and Deuteronomy. Theſe, tir, 
contain our laws, Religious and Moral, 
Civil, Political, and Ritual; (though T 
do not mean to treat of them all thus 
diſtinRly arranged; but only bf. à few. of 
them as they occur tas ate the ſub. 
jecꝭ we art treating of) from all wich I 
hope to prove, to the ſatisfaction of every 
candid and liberal mind, that theſe laws 
were every way worthy of God, who 
wai\ pleaſed to beſtow them by the hands 
wy $- {ervant\\Maſes, o his people I. 
RS 5 ĩꝝ⸗w A Nt 
There is one God, ſays the | Penta- 
teuch, and but One. This God alone 


deſer ves to be worſhipped HE. is the 


Supreme Being, the neceſſary origin of 
all beings; no other is comparable 10 


10 
ny 
* 
21 , 
#4 : 
14 
| 


him. Ile is a pure fpirit, immenſe and 
infinite; he cùnnot be repreſented by any 
 bomily ſhape It is he that created the 
| dene by "his power, and governs it by 
his wiſdom. He views all our actions; 
nothing can eſcape his watchfaleye; and 
With an equitable hand he rewards” and 
puniſhes us according to our deſerts. 
.:All-this we learn from theſe books ; 
for the helief of the euiſtence of God; is 
founded on the ſirſt great 5 
Ian tihi Lord ibi Gꝭw“T : 
That heiis One, we are tavght: from 
Deut. vi. 6 + Heat QJfraet, the Lord is 
a Gu, the Lo isn 
lat he alone is u be worſhipped, is 
eonta med in the ſecond and third eom- 
matdments; Thu ſhalt" have no other 
Gba before me. Ton — 4 4 — 
thee dn gruen ing, Ar. eu ſhalt 

nat bono dren thyſelf: \ts bem; out 1 28 
them, So. 19; 
hat he! cannot . Hedepreſeriteiby any 
hape, we are ght from Deut. 

5. For "Jo Jaw! 10: Ec: mide whe 
10 nig Nd zch (Jul 
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 ddythatthe' Lord ſpake unio you in Horeba 
This doctrine was like wiſe ſtrongly incul. 
cated by the prophet Iſaiah“, — * ſays. 
To whom cherefore will ye ien God 
und what is the hem of ro/emblancothatye 
will cempart with bim ? Agaiuf, To 
whom will ye Men me ? and to whom 
mall L be equalled? faith the holy one.. 
That God knowetly all the „ 
d actions of munktiad ; and is not ſo indif-/ 
and unconcerned about them, as 
cue undelievers think; who; ſay; ** the 
Lori ſeethy us not; the Lord Math forſak - 
eu the Garth; (Erek. viii. 12.) But om 
the contrary, he obſerves, and takes cog - 
nizance of all our actions: this we are 
taught from Gen. vil 5. And God 
aw that the wickedneſs ef man (was) 
great in the earth.“ Bre alſo Gen. xviils 
25; belides' ſcverd! other: Parts of theſe 
hooks. dy * WED Os 1. TRE 4 74 
That God rewards and punithes wich 
an equitable hand, we are taught in Exod: 
vaxii, 32, 33. „ Yer now, if thou wilt 
forgive their in: and if-nory blot mel 
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| ray.thee,. out of thy book" which thou 
ba written, And the Lord ſaid unto Mo- 
ſes, Whoſocyer have; ſnned againſt me. 
hitn will I blet out of my book... 
We are alſo taugbt, that althoogl A 
tewple! was commanded to be built; mi- 
e ior ĩis ſexvice 3 1 
ard oſferiags inſtiiuted ; yet all this is 

nothing in his eyes, if ihe ſentiments of 

the heart do not. give it liſe. The vor- 
ſhip that he requires above all things, and 
before every thing, is the acknowledg- 
ment of our entire dependance on him, 
and of his ſupreme dominion, thankſful - 
neſs for his benefits 3 truſt in his merev, 
reverence und love. Thus he ys,“ 
And thou ſbait lone the Lord thy, ed 
with all thine heart, and with all thy ſoul, 
aud wich all hy ſtrength. And novwt 
Hrael, what doth the Lord thy God re- 
quire of thee, but to fear the Lord thy 
God, to wall in all his ways, and to love 
bim, and to ſerve ihe Lord thy God with 
alh thy heart, and wich all thy ſoul. To 
depths! gormangnienss of the Lord, and 


dann. t wa. a TY 
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e Amutes uhich 1 Bear thee this 
n good! Sce rally! chap. xi. 
13, &c. where theſe true and ſublime 
* art alſo ſtrongly inculcated; and 
which-1o eminently diſtioguith the Jewiſh 
from all aucient legiſlators; and plainly 
ſhew that the doctrines, Which recommend 
ſuch a pure worſhip, can be none other 
than divine ; ; 8 e 0 way worthy 
of God. ind 

„Let, us now examine the morality 
taught in theſe books, what beauty and 
purity do we find in this morality! There 
is * a vice which it doth not con- 
demn. It is not cnough that cvil actions 
are forbidden, even deſires are prohihit- 
ed, 4 Thou ſhall not deſire“. Thou 
ſhalt not covet f In inculcating this mo- 
rality, Maſes not only requires perfect 
equmy, untainted probity, juſtice; faith- 
fulneſs, and the molt! exact honeſty; but 
he would alſo have us be humane, com- 
paſſionate; and charitable: ever ready to 
do unto others as we ſhould wiſh they 


would do unto ws, as he ſaysf, © But 
wt. = SF oF; ® 


Deut. v. 21. + Exod. XX, 17. t Levit. xix 19. 
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t nar” ſhale love thy neighbour as ape 
This Jove-1s2allo to be extended to the 
— %% nd if a ſtranger ſojqurm wit! 
you in your land, ye ſhall not vex him. 
But the ſtranger that dwelleth wich you, 
ſhall be unto you as one born among 
b you, and thou ſhalt love him as thyſelf; 
tor yt were ſtrangers in the land of E. 
Sy pt. Love ye therefore thei ſtranger : 
ſior ye were ſtrangers in the land of E- 
pt. Thus you may perceive that 
g this E broukerly love and charity was not 
conſined to thoſe that were Jews born; 
as every other perſon might ſliare in them: 
for it ia and ever was; a ſixed law amongſt 
us, to admit into our religion and com- 
monweulthg all thoſe that were willing to 
ſubmit to our laus and cuſtoms ; and who 
ufter ſubmitting to the right of circumci- 
ſion, and performing ablution, were in. 
corporated among the nation, and became 
us one of them: for thus the law ſpeaks 
of the ſtranger. Let all his males be 
circumciſed, and then let him come ncat 
and keep j it; and be al be as one that 


S . 4 xix. Regt 4 Deut. xRx· 19 · 
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is born in the land for no uncircumciſed 
Peron hall cat thereof. One law ſhall. 
be te Him that is home born, and unto 
theſtranger that ſojourneth among you“. 

| Now Sir, is not this law far more humane 
. than that cxcluſion of ſtrangers, ordained 
ſt bye many other legiſlators} 2 © | 
5 Let us nom conſider the humane ab | 
:. Wl cliatitable' laws, ordained for the relief 
of the poor, the widow and the father- 
leſs : of the ſervants and ſlaves: and we 
ſhall preſently perceive how ſuperior they 
were to all the de of the aucient panes 
ed nations. | | 15 | 


n 

42 aul dg; e l pace. 1. iin 
of . And if thy brother es waxen poor, 
m. and fallen in + uy with thee;-then thou 
to ſhalt relieve him: jea, though he be a 
ho ſtranger or a ſohoutrner, that he may live 
aci- with thee. Take thou no uſury of him, 
in. or increaſe: but fear thy God, that thy - 
ame brother may live with thee. Thou . 
aks not give him thy money upon uſury, nor 


lend him thy be ng r increaſe.” I * 


neat ene i I 401810. ku: 


* Exod. xii. 48-4« + Thus amon others, e 
that Hand Le curgus Sth all rangers from hi dem- 
mon Wealth. See his liſe by Plinarch, 
9+ G | 
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the Loxp your God, Mhich brought xc 
forth out of the. land of Egypt, on 2 
vou the, land. of; ; Canaan, and to. be. your 
God .f chere be among You. a. — | 
man of one oft thy. brethren WA 
FE thy gates, in the land whic 
God giveth, thee, thou ſhatt . 7725 

15 thy heart, nor ſhut 5955 hand from 

thy poor brother, But thop ſhalt open 
thine hand wide unto. um, and Ba 
ſurcly lend him ſufficient Sr his ced,. / 
that 5 be mats of fend 
money. to an of my people t 7 Is, poor 
by thce, thou ſhaſt not be to him as a 
uſurer, neither Walt chan lay upon him 
uſury. Alf. thou. 7 al take. My peigh- 
bour's xaiment.to pl ed 5 chop ſhalt deli, 
ver it to him by that f le ſun gocth down, 
for that is bis coveripp only, it is. his rai- 
ment for his Min; wherein ſhall he flecp? 
And-it ſhall come t0-paſs, When be cricth 
unto me, that L. Will hear; or Lom gra- 
cious . ben hen den dend. thy bro- 
ther any thing, chou ſhalt T go into 
* houſe to fetch his pledge. hou ſhalt 

it. x 7 | Debt, xv —6. 0d 
mY e 4p, 7. * 


2 9 4 0 314 
* KF 1 
” * a * * R « 


ed beste „ 
Kai wh the man to whom thou | g 


I's le ou Mi deliver him the 5 . 
again when the fur, Boeth down, t 

may flecp in his own raiment, and bleſs 
thee: and it ſhall” be ri SKteoulnels unto 
thee before the Lon b ty" God“ “ 
Oe the Lido add fatherles. 
e e hall not Afflict any widow, or fa- 
theftefs chiid. Ik thou afflict them in ay 
wiſe, and they cry at all ito me, I will 
furely hear their cry: And my wrath ſhall 
wax hot; and 1 will kill you wich the 
ſword: and your wives ſhall be widows ; : 
N * children fatherlefsf“) ““ 


1 


1 * Of hired ſervants. a 

Thou th ſhalt not oppreſs an liired ſer- 
— it poor and needy, wbether he 
be of thy brethren, or of thy Won that 
are in thy land within By. gates. Oa his 
day thou ſhalt, give him his hire, neither 
fall the ſun go down upon it, for he i: 
poor, and ſetteth his heart upon it: leſt he 


» Deat. xxiv. to—13. 
? * Xxii. 22-24. 
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_ cry, againlt thee one Lend apt be 
PRI r 
* Of a purchaſed ſervant; _.. 


If thou buy an Hebrew. ſervant, fix 

rs he ſhall (erye;:'and in the ſeventh 
Salt go out ſree for nothing. If he 
came in by himſelf, he mall. go out by 


himſelf: If he were married, then hi: 


wife ſhall go out with. T him. If his maſ. 


ter have given him a, wife d -and ſhe have 
borne him ſons or daughters; the wife 
ang her childfzu ſhall beher mäſter's and 

he ſhall. go out by himſelf. If thy bro- 
they, an Hebrew mas, or an Hebrew wo- 


us PLE TOP 
Denk. Xxiv. 11. + Ka 
c ed ani 750TH OY 3 "#9 0 
. This dengtes one 50 9 cold 955 or- 
der of the Judges for theft; as 'mentioned (Excd. 
xxii, 1 If he have Hotliag, then be be 
fold, For, hi Pub Ard $f one ſo fold, che maſter 
became Tube. to. the 1 0 0 of his wife and 
children: Fa 2s the Þ; 50 other ſuppett but her 
1-868 4-4 faboury the" "oblig ed 7 maſter 10 
tnaigtæin them: * Hee r is an LI it ön proof 
of ih wiſdom aad humanity of the laws of N bfcs, 
compared with thoſe of che moſt vivilized nations. 
This denotes a female ſlave like thoſe- joked 
from the M: ane ec. 50 ws an 2. W maid 
ſerrant. . 


man be ſold unto ther, and ſerve thee ſix 
years ; then in the ſcventh year thou 
Halt let him go free from thee. And 
when thou ſendeſt him aut free from 
theez thou ſhalt Hot let him go away cinp- 
ty: Thou halt furniſ him liberallyt out 
of thy Hock; and out of thy floor, and 


is out of thy; wine preſs: f that whert with 
(. bhe Lord thy God hath bleſſed thee thou 
re chalt gise unto him. And thou ſhalt re- 
fe nember that thau waſt 2 bondman in the 
ad land of Egypt, and the. Lord thy God 


redeemed: thee.» therefore, I command 


- | this thing today.. Kc. | beſides, a num 
eros ether paffages of the like import. 

n 5H -- 
and if a man fmite bis ſervant, or 
00 is maid,: with; a rod, and he die under 
+ be is hand, he ſhall Aurely be puniſhed. 
lter Notwnhſtanding, if he com inue a day or 
and wo, he ſhall not be puniſted; for he i; 
b is woneyt.— And if à man ſmit e che eye 
YOO | r L k 
ofcs, Nat it periſh, he ſhall let him go free for 
8. ee G | Bk SLOT % | TO 
aken rin 


maid Deut. xv. 12-1 r 
F Exod. xxi. 2023. 


that ſojourned among them; a 
td the following command, Both thy 
bond- men and thy 
ſcmqon ſhalt have, all be of the heathen 


 —TOEFENCEOF ne 
his che's fake. And if he fmite ont hi; 
man: fervant's tooth, or his maid-ſcrvant's 


tooth, he ſhall? let him ger bras for his 
| tooth fakes. ail, ab 14% 


Before I proceed, it ie neceffary to in. 
Form you, that the ſervants here men. 
tioned, are not Hebrew ſervants, (called 
-purchaſed ſervants) but Mlaves; bought 
Arom among the Gentiſes, or captives 
taken in war; as alſo of thoſe ſtranger 
agreeable 


bond - maids, Which 


that are round about you of them ſhall 


Ca ye buy bond-· men and bond maids. Morc- 
dver, of the children of the ſtrangers that 


do ſojourn: among you, of them ſha)! ye 


buy, Kc Which when bought became 


their proper goods? and continued with 


15 chem as their lands did ; for an inherit. 


auce to them and their children aftcr 
5 Audit is of theſe lattor, that the 


Tas is thus tender 3 9 the * 


* Thid. 262) 
Levit. xxv. ade, YE F 
t Sce verſe 465 7 55% Ty 44 
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O15 TRSTAMERE. 0 
ddt to ge bree for che fakt of au eye of a 
's r tothe? But if the maſter all' thus 
i ee em, they were entitled to the 
ſume reparation às the other Hebrews. 
And, now Sir, if yo pleaſe to review - 
all the laws of the ancient nations, I am 
- confident, you will not be able to find 
au thing in them; that can equal the hu- 
manity and tender care of the law of Mo- 
ſes; not only for the poor, the widow and 
the orphan, but for the ſlabe alſo: for al- 128 
moſt all the ancient governments. aban- 1 
doned: without exception, the. flaves of 
both ſexes-to-the-Juſt and brutality of 
+ Whlequaſters.f” = 4 . eo : ; 


_ » $-*"Thieſe Gentile Mhyes | were not only co 
ber For be lofs of "an eye or a tooth : but ff io 
for "the Tofs of any of the twenty four 172 
membets. See Talmud. Bab. Kedoathin fd 25.1. 
_ a Main a Hilchouy Naim. chap ons 


"on F Montefquiew fays; 4 do not chink, chat the 
*K of the Romans qa Dots ect. They 


c a looſe to oe, e 18. 4 
* may be ſaid of pl, e ee nations) 
adds, „ Slavery has for its object utility not volup- 


woulgels. The laws of ef b e fqunded on the 1 
13 of nature, and mult be felt by all nations. 1 
And if the Jaw which protects the modeſty of flares if 


ͤ„— me rooting — — os nt Ty py — —— —. 


Ne 


of civiliſed and wile govern- 


PA way Ant. 


I * eee faves be treated in 


is ick! 10 1 - wher 1 
bee ee, wie BE: 


— icentioufneſ (obſerves — 1 rd of the Jews 
Letters t Voltaire } Was: the bane of morals among 
1237 pro; What could Aer, who wee ſlaves do 
againlt voluptuous imperious maſters, - here re- 
12 n N 2 FR 
1 — y KE 4 tl 
1 — 


R 
been the Greeks — * 


Re Even Cato, the wiſe 

if 2 — of creky 
were / ex 

9 85 bounds. 3 makes one e read over 


— e buithen, be than the 
em * 
moſt ctuel toftutes. * Eſter + Rady 


happen to be aſſaſſinated, r 
5 roof, or even within the ſoynd'of the voice, 
were condemned to dic without diſtinQion. 
Ne of feroti . durnihel 


r 


— 


* I S. 75 7 2 * 
j 4 = — 
. * 5 
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| 
che Cruelleſt manner ran they yer i 
e e the" fawy. nt 
Hany one Jol above his condition, by 
am elegant figure, he was condemned to 
die and his maſter was fined in order that 
he might by Teverity- prevent his other 
flayes from offiinding fter tlie eyes 
of the citiaens by their out ward aecom- 

1 177 27 8 2174. inter 
Phe Spartans, ee e heb 
enge e fall upon the Helots, Whilſt 
they wereat Work in the fields, and wich- 
oul mercy would: the ubleſt men 
Mg $- aitd for mere ber- 
de aud let cheſe tives; fold ire 
. The Was the -ambuſtate; 
2 coned” ee 4 be . 8 
yeurgust,” 
2 8 8 


See vol. prac hat 


d dale Lives rien b — | 
1 125 bel ein e eee Books | 


tics, Plate in his felt Bookede Begib, at 
FEE cage in the ſixth of his Hiſtaty,” ſays M. Das 
ciet in his notes n thie life of 22 in Plütarch, 
© hay teproached Lyrur gur for that his Laws” 9 * 


more adapted to mes men = eu dun to make hs 
jaſt. % 


4 . T 1 , - i. 
i | 0 s - 


8 N i £4 #% T- þ Wa”... 
\ 


2 gui Ne 42 en if 


ee ſays“, *© Was this; de 


. had che care of the young men, dil- 


patched. from time to time Ay" io of the 
ableſt of them Inte; the country at ran- 
dem, armed only with their daggers, 
We alittle: nereffary provition 
with them: c Mit tlie dayrtime hid 
themlelvesgn, the thickets and-clefts;' and 

cre lay cloſe, but in the night they i. 


1{ued ant into the. hig wales and Killed 
ae 


es, they: AN light upon z fſomc- 


times they ſat po them by day, av they 
Were — koi the fields, and murder- 


ed the ableſt and Mouteſt of them in cold 


| [ Thucydides alſo, in his! hiſtory 

the Reloporngf an War, kelates, Where 
tells abe ſuch of them as the. Lace. 

| Aingl. out for their va- 


bi lol, rate. crowned by proclamation, as 


| 5 enfranchiſed* (fer their Food fcr- 


vices?) and Went abopt 10 all 15 tcmplcs 


ia talen af freedom 3 but that ſooh àfter 
ry . al appeared'ofr 90 ng being 


Hs 


: And 
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an account-how”, they came by their 
» And Ariftatte: particularly ſays, 
that! the Eg bori, ſo foon as they were en- 
tered into their office, uſed to declare 
war ägainſt them, that they might 4501 
maſſacred with a'pretence of La. - 
And Rome ſlill more eee e ˖ 
ly view her gteat men flabghter their 
faves, without the leaſt cauſe of com- 
plaint, in order to throw their bodies 
into tueir gi ponds to make their lam- 
preys*. more delicious, by ſuch nouriſ- 
ment. Even under the eyes of the Ma- 
giſtrates, thbuſdndt of theſe unhappy 
creatures expired in the amphitheatre, 
for the amuſement of d fierèr and crücl 
people, and ſome feſtival 1 Of cauſe] 
more Human blood to flow in pie 
than many days of battle. 
But the laws of Males ad not give ſuch : 
tyrannical to maſters: on the con. 
raty, they tenderly warched oyer the” 
lives al Abd modeſty of the flayes, às is plain 
from the foregoing extra from; theſe 
laws: And which no doubt, was the reg. 
ſon _ our "anceſtors were alma the « on 
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to the brink of ruin, 


mans xpefienced'/ dangers 
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ancient“ people, among whom there was 


not any of tboſe ebenen ef the ſlaves, 
W broug e 2 nations 


From the extracts "a our ee 
mentioned, you may alſo perceive the 
moderation e were ͤenjeined tb uſe to- 
wards our debtors ig and Which TL would 
recommend yu tu compare with the hor- 
rid law of the twelve tables, which per. 
mitted the creditors to load the debtors 
with chains; and after ſome market days, 
to cut them in pieces, and io ſhare amongſt 
them their bloody limbs, or to, ſell them 
to ſtrangers! e ee e 
"IP W Bir, Was 720 extenided 
14 tt fork N 272.01 


"The Athep' Tex 
a I eg» all ery rated 


Not only the 'Spartap 2 Siciliap ps, and Ro- 
rom zelt rebellious 
flaves;”as is well ; knowh;; but modern nations alſo 


2770 been 8 expoſed to; Rear ſame. dang Br 
12 unter me anch oly 
of "be 0 . 0 cee 7 ch rebel lion, YG Fat 


1 The 1 . All be far · 
ther treated of. en wc. kes Wade 


badical year, &c, 
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even to the delinquent, as is plain from 
the following text. And it ſhall be, if 
the wicked man be worthy to be beaten, 
that the judge ſhall cauſe him to lie down, 
and to be beaten before his face, accor- 
ding to his fault, by a certain number. 
Forty ſtripes he may give him, and not 
exceed: leſt if he ſhould exceed, and beat 


him above theſe with many ſtripes, then 


thy brother ſhould ſeem vile in thy 
light“. By this wiſe and humane law, 
ſo different from that of all other nations, 
the puniſhment of the culprit, was not 
left to the arbitrary will of the judge, 
ho might order his Hundreds or thouſands 
of laſhes; No Sir, the number was re- 
ſtricted to forty /tripes : and that they 
might not exceed the number thus limit- 
ted by thef law, or doctors ordained, 


Dent. xxv. 4-3. | | 

1 Our code is ſhort, and clear; kings can read 
it and nations underſtand it; whilit the code of laws 
of ſome of the moſt refined civilized nations, after 
man hundred years labour, are ſcarcely any thing 
more than undigeſted ' compilations, confuſed ' heaps 
of foreign oppreſfive laws, and barbarous ' cuſtoms g 
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that no more than thirty n nine e. ſiripes ſhould 


be given“. 
But this is not all, our laws every 


whichs order us to treat even the brute 
creation with humanity. And whether 
it be cow or ewe, ye ſhall not kill it and 
her young both in one day}. * Thou 
* ſhalt not take the damwith the young.“ 


hes are dark labyrinths, i in which the woſt ned 
counſellors loſe their way, and through which the 
greateſt lawyers can ſcarcely ſbew a path: for what 
is law to day, is not allowed to be law to morrow. 
It muſt farther be obſerved, that all the tribes in the 
whole nation, were governed by the ſame Jaws and 
ſtatutes. Judah had the ſeme as Reuben; ard 
Benjamin bad none others than, Simeon. But in 
many nations and governments,” “ every tov n, every 
hemlet has its own laws. What is juſt in one 
village, is unjuſt two miles farther,” and they change 
laws as often as they change poſt hotſes. Our laws 
| were uniform and unvariable. But © there is no 
| Nability in theirs. - They change like the dreſſes 
| of men and women. They have not any fixed laws 
| even in criminal caſes.” Theſe are the ſentiments 
ll - of M. \ oltaire himſelf. - See the enk to 
le philoſephe ignorant. o. 
* gee Gemara Makkoth, Pere Ind bean Has 
lockeenfol. Vol. 23, 1. 


| +. Levi 21. 29,-=* : £$ Dit. xxii. 6. 
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& Thou ſhalt not muzzle the ox when 
&« he treadeth out the corn*.”” The law 
alſo commanded us to let the beaſt reſt 
on the ſabbath. From all which, it is 
manifeſt, that the more you ſtudy the laws 
of Moſes, the more inſtances you will 
find in them of gentleneſs and humanity : 
and the more they are compared with 
ancient legiſlatures, the more a man will 
be convinced of their excellence. | 


we FT Deut. XXV. 4+ 


I am, &c, 


LETTER I. . 
70 bu, 


— 


1 ail 6 now 8 notice of Pole . the 
precepts of the land, which may be pro- 
perly _ termed a. part of the Political laws 
of Moſes. With theſe theſe, ſeyeral Feſtivals, 
_ (which are a 5 of the Ritual law) are 
cloſely connected: and - therefore, it is 
proper to conſider them conjointly. And 
for the better underſtanding of which, it 
is necellary that we go back to the call 
of Abraham; when we ſhall plainly ſec 
the propriety, of the nation's being cal- 
led God's choſen people. This will ap- 
pear manifeſt from the purpoſe for which 
they were choſen: which was to hand 
down the unity, and worſhip of the one 

only God, the creator of heaven and 
earth. This purpoſe, by the infinite 

* wiſdom of God, hath been fully accom- 
pliſhed through their means, as will be 
perceived in the ſequel, 

| 8 Notwithſtanding the ſevere and exem- 
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plary puniſhment, with which God pun- 


iſhed the fins of the old world; and the 


means Which we are naturally to ſuppoſe 


that Noah took to provide for the inſtruc- 


tion of the new in the true worſhip of 
God: we nevertheleſs find, that in a ve- 
ry ſhort time, mankind degenerated again, 
and advanced. apace towards the ſame 
ſtate of depravity, that they were in be- 


fare the flood: eſpecially in regard to 


falſe worſhip, God therefore, called 


Abraham, who wherever he went“, plain- 
ly ſhewed them the vanity of worſhip- 
ping the creature inſtead of the creator; 
and boldly aſſerted his ſupremacy, in de- 
france of all oppoſition}, For his faith 


and righteouſneſs, God made choice of 
him and his poſterity, to hand down the 
knowledge of his unity, and preſer ve the 
ptinciples of the true religion uncorrupt- 


ed, ami dſt the Idolatrous fictition of a 
* Chaldees, Canaan, and Egypt, were then the 


moſt renowned and conſpicuous countries: the in- 


babitants of which, were all deeply verſed in the 


idolatry of the ancient Sabians. See Maimonides. 
in North Nevuchim, part 3d. chap. xxxvü. ? 
| 7. Maim. Ibid. chap. xxix. | 
H 2 


% 
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falſe theology. It was ſor this purpoſe - 
that God ſelected the family of Araham 
from among all nations, and ſealed them 
with his covenant“, to be the repoſitory 
of the facred- oracles: that they might 
convey them to poſterity in their original 
puxrity. And that this might be fully ac- 
compliſhed, God promiſed Abraham the 
land of Canaan for an inheritance for his 
poſterity: though before that time ſhould 
arrive, they would be ſorely afflicted in 
captivity ; from which however; he would 
redeem them; and ſeverely puniſh their 
oppteſſors; and thus make them fully 
ſenſible; that he alone was God; and . 
governed the world by his partieular pro- 
vidence. And, as Egypt might juſtly be 
conũidered as the very fink of falſe wor- 
{hip ; the contaminated fountain, whence 
flowed-idolatry, the arts of magie and 
die inatdon ; and thie inſtitutions of ſuper- 
ſtitidus and obſcene rites; God was 
pfleaſed to make it the ſcene of the great 
diſplay of his omnipotent power, in op- 
polition to their falſe deities. Here then, 


CY £7 ans: A N 3% 
* Circumciſfiopz and which they bear to this day. 


was tlie necgſiiy of the miracles perform 
ed by Moſes : for the ſole end and pur- 
poſe of theſe miratles was, to cbnemnce 
al the Iſraelites“, the Egyptiaus, and 
the reſt of the nations, that the falfe dei- 
ties worſhipped: by them, were nou — 
but vanity; that could not proſic: Fe 
that the Lord alone was the true — F 
andpovernor of the world; and that there 
was none elſe beſ ide. 
Now the moſt rational method Poa 7 
could have been taken to rechim all thoſe » 
from cheir errort, and induce them to em- 


brace the truth, was to male it appear 


plain and evident to their underſtandings, 
that W were, in fact, otherwiſe than 


apprehended. For the Egyptian 
flfely Angie tat thoſe Illuſtricbs hea- 


venty bodies, the fin, moon and ſtars, 


as alſo: the elements, were the diſtributors 
of Vleffings and comforts: for as they ob- 


ſer ved the courſe of things to be conftant« ! 


ly regulated, and the blefnlugs of Rfe to 


* A*. 4.8. hr 210% cn 
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% Exod. Vi. 7— vi „. 16,3. 2; 
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geney of theſe bodies, they, conſequen:. 
Ix, were led to believe them to be the on. 
Iy gods that governed the world: This 
being the caſe, let us now conſider how 
their fatal miſtake was to be removed, 
and they ſet right in this point: Was it 
not by convincing them that theſe bodies 
had: no other powers or qualities than 
what they derived from their great Crea- 
tor, whoſe inſtruments they were, em- 
ployed by him to carry on the purpoſes 
ot; his providence ? And what more ra- 
tional method could God have made uſe 
of to form this conviction, than that of 
_ empowering: his meſſenger to alter or ſuſ. 
pend the qualities of - theſe bodies, and 
make them operate by his bare command, 
in direct oppoſition to their ordinary 

_ cqurſe!? This was appealing to their own 
notions; und making them ſenſible, in 
their own way, that the Lord alone was 
the creator and goyernor of the world, 
and that all viſible beings were but ſo ma- 
Dy. ſubordinate agents, working. by bis 
power, and under his directions: and 
whoſe” powers he can ſuſpend whenever 
ke pleaſes: conſequently, he alone was 
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entitled to the worſhip and obedienct of 
men, as he only could reward or puniſh 
them. 

That we may place this matter in a * 
light, it will be neceſſary to take à parti - 
— 2 view of the progreſs and conduct 
of the whole e . 

In the firſt place then, God, by 4 
meſſage i in his own- name, required the 
Egyptian king to releaſe. his people“. 
e Thus faith the Lord God of 1 lid, 
let my people go that they may hold a 
feaſt unto me in the wilderneſs.” By Fha- 
raob's anſwer. to this meſſage, it is plain, 


| that he diſclaimed ill Knowledge of the 


Cod of Iſracl, and abſolutely refuſed to 

any obedience to Him: thus he 
last, Who is the Lord, that ſhould 
obey his voice to let Iſtacl go? I know 
not the Lord, neither will I Js Iſrael go. 
L worſhip my own gods, and none other.“ 
This was then the proper time to con- 
vince him, and all the Egyptians of their 
folly,. or to puniſh them for their wieked- 
* if they perſiſted therein. But God 


W Exod. V. 1. ' & « wal. 8 
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foreſeeing by his omniſcience what the 
conſequence would be, and being, as it 
were, unwilling to enter on the methods 
of ſeveriiy, commanded his ſervants to 
go again to Pharaoh, and 
mand of his diſmiſſing the Iſraelites. On 
this ſecond application, when the king 
1 10 them. “ to exhibit ſome miracle, 
9 that they were not magicians, 
meſſengers of God, (as Abarba- 
bs. obſerves): © Aaron caſt 4055 his rod 


and it became a ſerpent.” Hereupon the 
ma icians were called to confront him; 
1“ 199} caſt down every man his 

ey, in like; manner, became ſer- 


pl. Thus far, then, both parties ex- 
ibited eq equal ſigns of power; but the ſu- 


periority of God's 2 e ſoon ap- 
peared; for © Aaron 8 rod ſwallowed up 
their rods . 


Although 1 Wis 550 e that Pharach 


© IY %#<, ® © BÞ 


did -afk Mem for a miracle; yet, as God had in- 


1 them how to act, When chat Pharaoh ſbould 


r one of them; (as well knowing that he would) 


as they acted conformable thereto, it is natu 


rally to be ſuppoſed, that he actually aſked ther 
for the miracle, be before that Aaron threw down h. 


rod, See Artzbanal on Exod. vii. g. &c. 


t the de- 


before <A and before his ſervants, 


ſource f 


auch t 
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But this miracle making no impreſſion 
on the mind of Pharaoh, God proceeded 
by other miracles to hew his omnipotent 
power, in oppoſition to their falſe deities ; 
by alliting them with ten plagues ; and 
which were wrought in the four elements; 
28 well as in the heavenly bodies: for as 
Abarbanal obſerves, / ſome were tranſact- 
ed in groſſer elements of earth and water; 
23 the turning the waters into blood, and 
the plague of frogs : both theſe were in 
the element of water, The next three 
were produced from the earth : and the 
remainder were performed in the lighter 
elements of air and fire; as. alſo by the 
ſuſpenſion of the light and emanation of 
he heavenly. luminaries, the fan, moon, 
and ſtars, when he covered the land of 


days. Theſe miracles were admirably 
calculated to prove the falſity of their 


to puhiſh them for their ſins,” of idolatry 
Ke, for as they highly venerated the 
vaters of the Nile, as being the fruitful 
ſource of their choiceſt bſeſſings; inſo- 
auch that in their barbarouſly Fiperſtiti 


— 


Egypt with thick darkneſs for three. 


ideas concerning their deities; as well as 
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pus dcyotigns to this river, they ſtained 
its current with human ſacriſicesꝰ Anc al. 
fo threw the males of the children of Iſrael 
therein: the turning its water into blood, 
was a juſt and ſuitable puniſhment for 
ſuch bloody rites and eruelties: by thus 
depriving them of its bounty, in render. 
ing its water, Which was their common 
drink, upfit to be drank; and deſtroy ir ing 
its ſiſh, ſo that they could not eat them. 
2 like manner did all the other mira- 
cles tend to convince them of his omnipo- 
t power over their falſe deities, and 
his particular providence in the govern- 
ment of the world, and the protection of 
thoſe that ſerve him. T his is manifeſt by 
the diſtinon made between the children 
"of Iſrael in the land ot Goſhen; and the 
the Egyptians, during the whole progreſs 
of thefe plaguesf, Pyr che laſt of theſe 


* . Egyptians uſed oath ihe: peems 
ny of cutting down the, dam of Khali; , or great c nal 
to facrifice a girl, or, as others ſay, a boy apd pr) 
to the Nile, as 2 tribute to that rixer for all the bene. 
fits ey received from it. See Univer. Hiſt. Vol, 
It. p. 2) 

las Fred. vii. 18-1 en 20 & *. 23. 


* 
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miracles, viz, the death of the firſt born, 

was: ſuch a manifeſt proof of his power 

and ſovereignty, and a demonſtration of 
, his taking particular cognizance of human 

r tranſaQions, and ſooner or later rewarding 

8 every man according to his works, as could 
r. not he denied. For, as he at firſt threat: 
A ened;*! that if they would not let his firſt 
born Iſrael go, and ſerve him, he. would 
: {lay their firſt born: the accompliſhment 
2. of that threat made ſo great an impreſſion 
o- on Pharach and all his people, that they 
nd not only, gave: them leave to 2% but f ch 
N- ed them to depart. 

of On this deſtruction of ** firſt * 5 
by Wl the Egyptians, was inſtituted the ceremo- 


cn ny of the redemption of the firſt born of 
he the Hebrewsf ; as was alſo the paſſover, 
cls Kc. in order to fix laſting traces on their 
cl minds, of the wonders which God had 


orked for them: to perpetuate; from ge. 


ar , neration to generation the memory ol 
ein, theſe great events; and to evidence the 


ene- 


| truth of them to the whole earth, even 
Vol. 0 n Swi, 28 


* E22 * 1 2 8989 4% 
« - & # -- 


*_Exod. iv. 21—22. 


23 
* + Ibid. xiii. 2—16, 


LY 
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down to our own times; for the ceremo- 


ny of the paſſover, and the other feſti. 
vals, as well as the redemptien of the 
firſt born, are all ſtrictly obſerved through. 
out the nation, at this very day; as 
proofs of the miracles performed for them 
at their deliverance from Egypft. 
The paſſover, therefore, as well as the 
redemption of the firſt born, which were 
inſtituted' immediately in commemoration 
of the redemption from Egypt, are, in 
themſelves, a clear evidence and demon- 
ſtration of that event, as related by pi. 
VINE REVELATION 3 more eſpecially, as 
a great number of the other precepts con- 
tamed in the Moſaical laws are founded* 


on the ſaid redemption: and they are 


continually reminded T' of their ſubjection 
in Egypt, and the degraded ſtate of bon- 
dage, that they were there held in: it, 
re n be bighty abſurd to 


* "Kogd xxix. 46, "Levi xi. 45. xix. 30. 
xxii 33. Xxiii. 43. xxv. 42, 55. and xxxi. 
13. 45. Numb. xv. 41. 4 vi. 12. xili. 11, 
' Xvi. 3, and xxiv. 17, Beſides a number of other 


Taſſages. d 
+ Ibid, &c. 8 


cereme 
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conceive it poſſible, that three or four 
millions of people, could ſuffer themſelves 
to be impoſed on in ſuch-a barefaced man- 
ner, by being continually told of the de- 
graded: (tate that they had been in; and 
unanimouſly agreeing to accept of an in- 
ſtitution ſaid to be founded on a miracu- 
lous deliverance wrought for them, if, in 
fact, no ſuch deliverance had ever taken 
place. A poſition like this, Sir, ſurely 
no deiſt, freethinker, or ſceptic, will be 
hardy enough to advance. Now this in- 
ſtitution actually took place at the very 
time pf their departure from Egypt, and 
hath continued to this day: fo that it is 
impoſſible to doubt the truth of it. In- 
deed, the miracles of Moſes bear ſuch 
ee * of truth, being perform- 


: 


8 The Je" of 'Moſes have four marks of 
vdeoticiy pecaliar to them, which evidently de- 
mon trate their divine origin: in the firſt place, they 
were objects of ſenſe ; that is - perceptible by the 
ſenſes. Secondly, they were performed in the moſt 
public manner, in the preſence of ſeveral millions 
of people, who were all eye witneſſes of them; and 
ſome miracles continued for or a great number of years, 
as the manna, &c, Thirdly, a great part of the 
n law is founded on them. Fourthly, 
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ed in ſo public a manner, and for ſuch 
wiſe purpoſes; and on the notoriety of 
which, ſeveral feſtivals and other pre- 

cepts were” inſtituted, "and immediately 
took place,” and continue in full force to 
this hour; that it really is aſtoniſhing how 
any rational perſon | can doubt their au- 
thenticity. It muſt farther be obſerved, 
in ſupport of what 1 have advanced, that 
God himſelf when he came to give them 
the law, appealed to the truth of thoſe 
things of Which they were 9555 Mitneſſes“, 
and in which; a6 may , parties con. 
Rok ets he, Oro!” 5 not "ay, ! 

it TE Lon TR G65; 'WHO MADE 


| | Hraven AND EARTH: for bf that, they 


were not eye witneſſes; conſequently 
they could neither affirm; or deny the 
ame: But he ſays, I am the Lord thy 
ad,” 10 b brought thee out of. "the land 
of Egypt. Of this tranſaction, and - the 
-miracles performed both antecedent and 
ee to their departure ſrom thence, 


holt "very wann place from the time of 
*theif 8 performed, and have continued the ſame 
to this very day, without change or innovation. 


* Sec R. Judah 3 in Lib. Cozri. 
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they were all. living ꝛwitneſſet : it being 
but; fifty days ſince their departure, and 
forty; three ſince the Egyptians: were 
drowned: : inthe! ke when they went 
l Ita 
over dry ſh tn therefore, is not 
ogy Wehle, but almoſt impoſſible 
to imagine, that a whole nation could 
1. be thus impoſed upon. Hence, it neceſ- 
„ farily fellows, Shot as the precepts. of the 
law, are founded on che redemption, and 
the miracles Which accompanied it; and 
wich. were performed in the preſence of 
thoſe to whom theſe precepts were given, 
Jay, it neceſſarily fallows that the mi- 
racles. were performed: by a divine pow- 
er aud that the precepts: founded there- 
on, -ar6; divide. precepts: conſequently, 


ne velatium. Rae u Da 
There is an qther bal of the divine miſ⸗ 
ſion of Moſes, that I can by no means 
omit, qnentioning; (though in truth it 
it needs not father confirmation) I mean, 
God's ſpeaking to Moſes face. to face, in 
the- preſence; df i hundred thaſund men, 
beſides Women 2 ARA marina 3 as menti- 
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Exod: \chap; ix; 9. And the 
d:faid-unto” Moſes, Lo, I come unto 
thee io a thick clobd, That the people 
may hear when 1 ſpeak with: thee," and 
| Ale ther br,] . bot b 0 
This, Sir, was an eſpecial prcsfiof the 
Nee, mifſion of Mots; and indeed, a 
greater cannot be required, as Moſes 
himſelf emphatically expreſſes“ it; For 
alk now of the das that are paſt, which 
were before thee, ſince the day that 
God created man upon the earth, and 
(aſk) from one end of the beuven unto 
the other, whether there hath been (any 
ſuch thing) as this great thing (is), or 
bath been heard like it? Did (ever) ) peo- 
ple hear the voice of God ſpeaking out 
of the midſt of fire; as thou haſt heard? 
And it was this, that God meant by the 
expreſſion. And this (ſhall be) a ſign 
unto thee, that I baus ſent thec; when 
thou haſt brought forth the people out 
of Egypt, ye ſhall rer 5 175 this 
nine i e 
aber this was the cd proof -of- the 


4 Exod. m. 12. 


* 
-» \ 
- 


ve * Dext. ir 32-33: 
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divine miſſion of Moſes; becauſe, they 
not only heard God ſpeak to Moſes, but 
16 themſelves likewiſe; and by Which the 
were fully ſatisfied of the exiftenc# of the 
forrit F prophecy, as we find they ex- 
preſſed themſelves“: * And ve have 
bend his voice out of the midſt of the 
fire: we have ſeen this day that God on 
r talk with man, and he liveth. ? 
h And what is ſtill a greater proof (if a 
greater can be) of his divine miſſion, and 


1d that the nation was fully convinced there- 
to of, is, that they, from thenceforward, 
ny agreed to receive, as coming from God, 
or Whatever he ſhould deliver + them ; be- 
o- cauſe, they were then fully ſatisfied 
ut of his miſſion; Hear their own words. 
* Nov therefore why ſhould we die? 
the for this great fire will conſume us. If 
ion we continue to hear the voice of the 
gen Lord our God we ſhall die. For who 
out (is there) of all fleſn that hath heard 
this the voice of the living God, ſpeaking 


out ef the midſt of fire, as we (have) 


-the and'lived'? go thou near, and hear all that 


Deut. v. 24 
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the Lord, our God ſhall ſay, and ſpeak 
than unto us all that the Lord aur God 
hall ſpeak, unto thee, an rue will hear 
(it); and do (it) 

And] ;ag. it) was by ſuch extrabrdinar) 
means that they were brought to a, firm 
helief in the diving miſſion of Moſes, ſo 
hath it auer been eſſaced from the Jew- 
iſh nation: for notwithſtanding that they 
fell imo idolatry, and other crimes g yet 
at no time Whatever, did thernation de. 
/ the divine miſſion of Moſes, or ab- 
rogate his laws. No, Sir; not the de- 
ſtruction of our government, and the 
conſequent diſperſion of the nation; the 
perſecutions of Heathens and Chriſtians, 
and the almoſt univerfal contempt .of all 
nations, have ever been able to root it 
out of our hearts. In conſequence of 
this, the laws of Moſes have been han- 
ded down to us, through ſo many ages 
and revolutions, ever the ſame, and ever 
reſpectable, Whilſt nothing remains of ſo 
many forms of government of the moi 
renowned nations but the. names of tlie 


Deut v. 2'5—26—97:. Sec alſo Exod. xx. 19. 
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fawgivers | affixed ts ſome fragments of 
their laws. But this is not all; not only 
the Jews, but two thirds of this habita- 
ble globe revere theſe laws and look upon 
Moſes as divinely inſpired. What hu- 
man, government. ever had the like ſuc- 
cls, - | | 
Compare this, now fir, with the extra- 
ordinary method that the great Lycur- 
gus took to render his laws immortal, 
and to canſe them to be delivered down 
unchangeable to poſterity. “ To bring 
this to paſs“, he called an extraordinary 
affembly of all the People, he told them 
that he now thought every thing reaſon- 
ably well eſtabliſhed: both for the pub- 
lic happineſs, and improving the virtue 
of each particular; but that there was one 
thing ſtill behind, and that of the greateſt 
importance, Which he thought not fit to 
impart until he had conſulted the oracle: 
In the mean time his deſire was, that 
they would punctually obſerve his laws 
without any the leſt alteration until his 
return from Delphi, and then he would 


1 25 Plutarch's life of Lycugu 
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all conſented readily, and prayed, him to 
haſten his voyage; but before he depart- 
ed he Sdrniniftered an oath to the two 
kings, the Senate, and then to all the com- 


mons, that they would inviolably obſerve 


his ordinances during his abſence. © This 
done, he. ſet fail} for Delphi : when he 
came to. the, oracle, and had facrificed to 
Apolla, he aſked him, whether the laws 
he had eftabliſhed were ſufficient to make 
a City virtuous and happy? The Oracle 
anſwered; That his laws were excellent, 
and .that. the City Mould continue in the 
higheſt renuwn while it abſerved the polity 
of  Lycvrgus.” He took this oracle in 
writing, and ſent it over to Sparta: and 
then, having ſacrificed the ſecond time to 
Apollo, and taken his leave of his friends, 
and his ſon, be reſolved that the Spar- 


. tans ſhould never be releaſed from the 


Oath they had taken, but that there he 
would put a voluntary end to his life. 
He therefore made an end of, himfelf by 
a total abſtience from meat.” But not. 
withſtanding all this, in yall five centu- 
ries ; it Was all. forgotten; and it mol: 


cert 
long 
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vertainly would not have continued To 


long; but (as M. Dacier obſerves“,) that 


the Spartans for a long time, had no wars 
but in Peloponneſus. But as ſoon as their 
thirſt of Empire had inſpired them with 
a deſign of having naval forces, and en- 
tertaining foreign Troops; and there was 
a neceſſity of foreign money to pay 
them; then their oath availed no more 
againſt that neceſſity, than if it had been 

a ſpider's web; they did not ſo much as 
remember any "ſuch had ever been taken. 
Then were the laws of Lycurgus violat- 
ed with a vengeance, and they were no 
more thought of n if they 1 never 
been, ir 

And now Sir, give me leave to aſk you 
on what prineiples of philoſophy, can you 
account for tris great diſparity between 
the duration and perpetuity of the laws 
of Moſes, and thoſe of Lycurgus: for, 
this duration, this perpetuity ot 'our laws, 
withthe reſpect and veneration with which 
they have been treated for ſo many ages, 


and in ſo many climates, cannot be the 


* See his notes on Plutarch's life of Lycurgus, 
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effeft of chance. And can you account 
for it hy any natural means? No ſir: it 


is impoſſible! The only ſolution is, that 


the one was the work of man; conſe- 


quently fallible; and liable to be annul- 


led. But the other, is the work of God, 
und, therefore, not ſubject to abolition; 
ſor as the Pſalmiſt ſays, Various are 
che imaginations in the heart of man: 
hut it is the counſel of the Lord alone 
that ſhall ſtand. The. counſel of the Lord 
{ball ſtand for cver: (and) the purpoles 
of his heart 10 all generations.) Tes, 
Sir, we here clearly perceive the finger 


of God: : his power and his wiſdom ſhine 
forth too conſpicuouſly to ſuffer the leaſt 


doubt to rema n.... 

Ihe feaſt of Pentecoſt, and Taberna- 
cles, alſo founded; on their redemption: 
the. former, in memory, of the.delivery 
of the law on mount Sinai which was 
on, the fiftieth day of their departure from 
Egypt; and xhe latter, as ſeripture cx- 
preſsly aſſerts, to commemorate the good- 
neſs* of God, in the protection of the 
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Iſraelites in the wilderneſs. Theſe three 
great feſtivals, viz. Paſſover, Pentecoſt, | 
and Tabernacles, bear evident marks of 
their divine inſtitution : and ſtrongly 1n- 
culcate a divine providence : for they were 
called feſtivals of appearance; becauſe, 
thereon all the males were to appear be- 
fore the Lord in Jeruſalem : as“ it is ſaid, 
Three times in a year ſhall all your males 
appear before the Lord God, the God of 
© Wllracl. For I will caſt out the nations be- 


d fore thee, and enlarge thy borders: neither 
0 ſhall any man deſire thy land, when thou 


goeſt up to appear before, the Lord thy 
God, three times in the year. Three 
times in a year ſhall all thy males appear 
before the Lord thy. God, in the place 
which he ſhall chooſe : in the feaſt of un- 


"4 Wlcavencd bread, and in the feaſt of weeks, 
and in the feaſt of Tabernacles; and they 
ball not appear before tue Lord empty. 
"3 krery man ball give as he is able, accord. 
0 Wing to the bleſſing of the Lord thy God 
er which he hath given thee,” “““ 
od- R 
* r 


* Exod, xxxiv. 23—24. + Deut. xvi: (6--x9 


* 


110 DEFENCE OF THE 


Ou this inſtitution, I muſt obſerve, that 
in the firſt place, it ſtrongly inculcates (a; 
do molt of the precepts, thoſe: of the land 


efpccially)- a particaſar providence ; for Wl males 
they were to go up to Jeruſalem, to re. all par 
turn thanks to God for their redemption Ned.) 

from Egypt, and for the land which God his fer 


had given to them, and the bleſſing he had 
3 on the fruits of the earth, &c, 
For the Paſſover was inſtituted in memory 
of their going out of Egypt in the month 
Ahib“; and the feaſt of weeks for the 
offering of the firſt fruits of wheat har 
veltt; — * the feaſt of Tabernacles is 
called the feaſt of ingathering, when they 
had fully got in their barveſt: they, 
therefore, as an acknowledgement for 
theſe great benefits, were commanded to 
offer free will offerings, and give to the 


leave 


Levite, the ſtranger, the fatherleſs, and Wir He 
the widow, according to the bleſſing e 8 71 
which. the Lord their God had given hem wi 
them : thereby juſtly attributing every y, coul 
benefit they wr bo the boun ful ban hand outtry 
of Providence. 


urſions 


Exod. xxxiv. 18. Ibid. 22. 
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, *Secondly, it clearly proves, that this 
law could be none other than a divine or- 
dinauce; for on theſe feſtivals: all the 
males were commanded to come up from 
all parts to Jerufalem (as above mention- 


ed.) Now, this is what no legiflatar, in 
| Wh his ſenſes, ever dared- attempt to do: to 
d lease the land three times à ycar to the 
„defence of od men, women and children; 


promiſing them atthe ſame time that no one 
mould take or defire it. Who ever at- 
tempted. to riſk the ruin of his natio n in 
this manger ? more - eſpecially when it is 
conſidered by what kind of neig hb ours 
they were ſurrounded ;- and who were al- 
molt ever hoſtile to them. I ſay, who 
red do ſo? Who dared make ſuch a 
promiſe, without running the riſk of bring- 
ag inevitable tuin 98 the whole nation, 

but He in whoſe hand the hearts of kings 
re as rivers of waters, and Who turneth 
hem whitherſoever he pleaſeth*? He on- 
, could thus promiſe to protect their 
ountry in their abſence, againſt the in- 
urſions of their warlike nerghbo urs ; and 
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which was actually the caſe during all the 
time of their obſervance of this precept: 
fo. that this may be conſidered as a ſtand. 
mg miracle, and a demonſtration of the 
divine origin of the inſtitution of theſe 
feſtivals. 
. We ſhall now proceed to ſpeak of thoſe 
-precepts, that are more immediately con. 
nected with the land; when the divine ori 
gin of the Mofaical 1 wil be Rade 
demonſtrated. - 
All the ancient nations locked n the 
J Aitribution of lands as a maſterpicce in 
{politics : | And' give me leave to aſk you 
ir, where they were more wiſely diftr-W th. 
« buted/than by our lawgiver ? The inſt - ee 
tutions of the famous Spartan legiſlator | 
ſo highly extolled by the Greek writer, 
. muſt in this reſpect, yield the palm to the 
"Hebrew legillator : for in the Jiſtributo ſeryice 
| appointed by him, exery one qut of e Hound 
fix hundred thouſand men fit for War, tl therefor 
entered the land of Canaan, was to have ou , 
Portion of ground given to him, ſufficicl © ' --»» 
io maintain him and-his Ry in gee "it 1 
ARE nce. N 24 oh — 
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This inheritance, Moſes informed them, 
was given to them by God; they held it 
immediately from him, and were to conſi- 
der Him as the only Lord of the land. 
Hence it was, that they were commanded 
to offer the firlt fruits ee when 
they were to make confeſſion“ of his good- 
neſs to them, in givingithem the promiſed 
lad, and in beltowing his Poartanul blet- 
fog + on it. 

They were alſo commnitided - to gde 
be tithes to che Levites, f & c. And, although 
u you have been ſo ſevere againſt chriſtian 
1088 prieſts, for demanding” of tithes, yet, I 
fur. think, you cannot in reaſon, have any ob- 
1 [ jection to this inſtitution 1 in the Moſaics! 
108 law: for, in the firſt place, as the whole 
cr wide of Levi had no inheritance in the 
the nnd, and were moreover ſet apart for the 
zt100 ſervice of God, it was but jult that the 
we ſhould have wherewichal to live; Gol 
1% therefore ordered that the other tribes 
aves nie? a them tithes, "And ; Tecondly, 


0 ( 
Ciel ene K 2 
ecei © | 4383.4 3 


* Deus. xxvi. FR &c. 
I Numb. xvii. 21, &c. Deut. nuvi. 12, Ke. 
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though the Ifraclites were commanded to 
give tithes; yet was it not lawful for the 
Prieſt? or Levite to come and demand it 
a8 their right: but only to aſk for, it as a 
free gift of the huſbandman; (who might 
; give it to whatſoever prieſt or Levite that 
_ he: choſe) much leſs had they any power 


ceſs by law againſt them for.non-payment: 
No, pr, the giving of tithes was a volun- 
tary a8. God had indeed commanded 
themto give tithes, as an acknowledgement 

of their holding the land immediately 


from him; (and which no doubt, every 


ee enn een oy... 
5 * 4 The prieſt had the great tithe, which was a 
© ffrieth 85 and was ſeparated before the tenth part 

KC .» » ͤ E&A. HE 
; * + Note, ef che tenth which the Levite received, 
be Was, obliged te give a tenth to the prieſt ; See 
© tithe of tithes. | Beſides, there was the ſecond tithe 
© which the owner Was obliged to eat in Jeruſalem, 
er ſpend dhe value of it there, by redeeming it, and 
adding a ſiſth part to it; In the third year it was 
caten at home, being ſpent upon the Levites, the 
Poor, the fatherleſs and the widow : as will be ſbe wn 
At large in a future publication, wherein I ſhall treat 


to take it by force ; or to inſtitute a pro- 
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that arcount to do; more eſpecially as 


they were promiſed an increa ſed bleſſing 
in return) but he by no means author- 
iſed the prieſts or Levites, to force it 
from Wears or in caſe of refuſal, to har- 
raſs them by law ſuits, &c. Hence, there 


was no ſuch quarrels and contentions be- 


tween the prieſts and people in the Jew- 
iſh nation; as cxiſts in many others; and 
which is a demonſtration of the divine 
vwiſdom in the amt af this e 
bol iche ri. 
Another thing that- ebe to 
remind them, that they held the land, as 
the immediate gift of God, was, that the 
lands thus given to them, were te be abſo- 


lutely unalienable. The land ſhall not 
be fold; for ever: for the land is mine; 


for Je are ſtrangers and ſojourners with 
me.“ (Levit. xxv. 23.) By this means 
the eſtates. of the Ifraclites. were ſo unal- 
terably fixed, that no family could ruin 
itfelf, or grow too rich and erful: 
for che law ordained, that alf eſtates ſold, 
ſhould return to its firſt owners, or "their 
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heirs, at the year of the Jubilee. | Thus, 
the lands paſſed from the fathers to the 
children, and were to remain forever in 
the ſame tribe“ and family. This law 
was the effect of deep and wiſe . 
It perpettated all the advantages of 

ſirſt diſtridutionʒ and by confining he 
eititen to his original ſpot, endeaved: it 


to im; and excited in him a love of in- 


| and frugality. It repreffed ava - 
rice, and re{traiged the ambitious ſchemes 
of great landholders: It prevented the 
oppreſſion of the poor, and took away 
all cauſe of Jealouf/; diſcontent, faction, 

ati, all thoſt eilt which other tbmon 


weulths vainly endeavourcd wo mech by 
theiragratian laws: 


Zut the 


greateſt ifoof vn Mme pro- 


victence was inculcated by the law, that 
ordained the obſervance of the Sabbari- 


cal year, and year of:Jubilee. '. On theſe 


: years, / there * be u total ceſſation 


Ants i © 
1 d. e Ad which law, 


an heineſa was vbhiged tg marry, in ther ther's tribe; 
that the inheritance might 30. de removed nom 


one tribe to another. 


* . 2 by 
% 


—_——_ = ©. 2 oF _.-z- 


OLD TESTAMENT: 117 


from all manner of agriculture. te But* 
in the ſeventh year ſhall be a ſabbath of 


reſt unto the land, a ſabbath for the 


LoxD : thou ſhalt neither ſow thy field 
nor prune thy vineyard. That which 


groweth of its own accord of thy harveſt, 


thou ſhalt not reap, neither gather the 


grapes of thy vine undrefſed :—A Jubi- 


lee ſhall that fiftieth year be unto you': 


ye ſhall not ſow, 8 reap” that Which 
groweth' of itſelf in itt, &c.” They were 


not only forbidden to ſow, but were alſo 
Hap from gathering the ſpontane- 

us product of the fields and fruit trees, 
but. all was to be in common; for the 


poor and the beaſts of the field}, &. 


On the ſabbatical year, there was alſo 


to be a full diſcharge of all money lent᷑ to 
the poor ; 


this is the manner of the releaſe; 


creditor that lendeth ought unto his hell 
Dory ſhall releaſe it, he mall not Wo 


/$ Lett. Arr. IA I Levit. xxv. 11. 


At the end of every ſeven 
years u ſhalt make a releaſe; And 
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it of. his neighbour, or his brother, be- 


_ cauſe, it is called the Lord's releaſe.“ 


This was a moſt humane and benevolent 
law, in regard to the poor debtors, not to 
be equalled i in any legiſlature. 

The Jubilee year was diſtinguiſhed 
from the ſabbatical year, by the follow- 


ing ordinances. Firſt, it was a year of 
general, releaſe of purchaſed ſervants. 


Even ſuch as at the end of their fax years 
ſervices had voluntarily: 1 to e 
jd thek freedom, and in conſe Rs g had 

eir cars bored in token o etual 
95 1 were nevertheleſs i” tee at 

the Jubilee ; for in the fifticth. year, they 
95a 75 oy, Proc im liberty throughout 


all the . land, ynto all the ban, 


waere. 194 


Secondly in this year, all 8, eſtates 


that had ha fold; were to return to 


their former proprietors, or to the families 
to which they originally belonged: ſo 
that no family could be funk and ruined, 


and Want to! 0:perpetual poverty ; 26 the 
tt +: 
* — xv. 1—2. 


+ Exod. xxi. 6. f Levit. xxv. 10. 
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family eſtate cbuld not be alienated for 
more tan fifty years. The nearer there- 
fore, that the Jubilee was, the leſs was 
the value of the purchaſe of an eſtate. 
Theſe laws, if viewed in a political 
light, cannot be ſufficiently admired: for 
they effectualſy prevented the too great 
oppreſſion of the poor, as well as their 
being liable to perpetual ſlavery. By this 
means the rich were alſo prevented from 
accumulating lands upon lands; and a kind 
of equality was preferved through all their 
families. © Never was there any peoplef fo 
effectually ſecured of their liberty and 
property, as the Tfraclites were; for God 
not only engaged ſo to protect theſe in- 
valuable bleſſings by ' his © providence, 
that they ſhould not be taken away from 
This law of the Jews (ſays Dr. ſenning: 

was famous . the . * of — 
copied after it. iodorus Siculus ſays, it was not 
lawful for the Jews to ſell their inheritances. Diod. 
Sicul. lib. 40 Abd Ariſtotle in his politics, Lib. 
2. cap. 7, & lib. 6. cap. 4. ſays of the Locrians, that 


they were '-/ wang by their taws from felling their 
ancient poſſeſhons. | n 


+ Levit. xxv. 16. * 


. # 


+ See Jemming antiq, B. 3. C. 10. 5. 301, 
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them by others; but alſo PM nz 
particular manner, by. chis law, ihat they 


ſhould not be thrown, away by their own 
folly ; ſince the property, which every 


man or family had, in the original diviſion 
of the land of Canaan, could not be ſold, 
or any way alienated for above half a 
century, at the utmoſt. 

It hath already been ſhewn, that exclu- 
ſive of the humane and beneficent laws, 
which took place in the Sabbatical and 
Jubilee years, in favour of the poor, the 
ſervants, &c. they were not permitted to 
ſow or reap, &c. T he queſtion therefore 
is, what were they to eat when they were 
thus deprived of the produce of their 
nts every ſeventh year? Ihe wiſe law- 
giver. was fully. ſeobible of this objection, 
and therefore provided a full anſwer to it, 
& And if ye ſhall ſay, what ſhall we cat 
the 2 year * ? behold, we ſhall not 
you nor gather in For increaſe: Then! 
will command my bleſſing upon you in the 
ſucth year, and it ſhall bring ok Fruit 


for three“ years,” This 6a (and 


* Leviticus xxv. 20, 21. 
wh Thu 2 he Z 
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which was faithfully performed, while 
they on their part fulfilled the conditions 
Lon which it was promiſed) is an evident 
demonſtration of the divine inſtitution of 
his law; for here could be no counter- - 
feit; no juggle: ſuch extraordinary fruit- 
fulneſs every ſixth yeary muſt plainly 

ew, that the promiſe eduld only be made 
dy the Creator of all things, the ſupreme 
Lord of the whole world. No human le- 


pilator, ever durſt attempt to make ſuck 

> W promiſe; and that for his own credit, 

o de credit' of his laws, and the ſafety of 

e is nation, which might be greatly endan- 

e ered, by having a famine brought upon 
ir ie land, in caſe of failure of the promiſe; 
- Ind which it was not in the power of any 

n, Wottal to prevent. But in the hiſtory of 

t, ie Hebrews, we have ſuch a manifeſt 
at roof of the faithful performance of this 

ot {Wromiſe, that when the nation did not 
l che conditions of it on their part, 
he ey were not only puniſhed withfamine,“ 
Ul 8 en 9 89 894 L, ee D362 235 $944 03 
nd Piel): 


* See 1 King. xvii. 2. 2 King. vi. 25. viii. 
d xxv. 3. TOTO 
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but they were alſo carried captive into a 
ſtrange country, and their land lay waſte 
ſor ſeventy years, till it had fulfilled the 
fabbatical years which they had not ob- 
ſerved agreeable to what Moſes, by the 
command of God, had threatened ard 
foretold ſo many hundred years before it 
came to paſs: and which is ſuch an cui. 
dent demonſtration of the divine miſſion 
of Moſes, as in my humble opinion can- 
not be controverted. Let the deep po- 
litician, the confummate ſtateſman, and 
the grave philoſopher that ſtudies the hu- 
man heart; who looks into the volume of 
nature, inveſtigates nature's laws, and 
deduces effects from cauſes; weigh, ex 
mine, and ſearch into the minuteſt detail 
of the laws of Moſes, and he will be con- 
vincedof the divine legiſlature of Moles, 


Compare Levit. xxvi. 34—35- with 2 Chron. 
xxxvi. 21. See alſo Jerem, xxxiv. 8—2 2. when 
you will find how exactſy the denunciation of Mo- 
ſes, for the non - obſervance of the Sabbatical and 
Jubilee years, was exactly fulfilled in every part: 

cular. Ought we then any longer to doubt of th; 
divine miſhon of Moſes? , * 


8.4 
culo! 
firm: 
thor 
firma 
place 
he w 
wrote 
prieſt 
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to all 
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te : And, now ſir, let us conſider your ridi- 
he 78550 afſertion, that, there is no af- 
b. rmative evidence that Moſes is the au- 


he chor of thoſe books; What! no af- 
d firmative. evidence, you fay ! In the firſt | 
it place, does not Moſes, himſelf tell us that nt. 
vi. be was the author of them? And Moſes (| 
on Wl wrote this law, and delivered it unto the 14 
n. prieſts. the ſons of Len, which bare the {| 
po- uk of the covenant of the Lord, and un- 1 ! 
to all the elders of Iſraelf. And it came Fi 
to paſs when Moſes had made an end of . ! 
writing the words of this law in a book, 1 if 
until, they . were... finiſhed ;: Thus he 111 
aſſures us, that he wrote the whole law, CB 
ul ĩt was perfectly complete. | 
{Secondly, as aboye ſhewn, the precepts 
contained in the law, were founded on 
lis bringing the nation out of Egypt; and 
which have been obſerved by the whole 
nation to this day; from the time of Mo- 
les to Jothua : and from him to the time 
of the, judges; to David and to Solo- 
mon; and during the exiſtence of the 


. page 6. 1 Den. xxxi. 9. 
1 Deut. xxxi. 4 
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temple. which the latter built. By al 
thoſe that were carried captive to Baby. 
lon: by thoſe that 1eturned from thence 
with Ezra, as alſo, thoſe that ſtaid behind 
in Chaldea,* Aſſyria, and other eaſtern 
Provinces : by the Jews that have reſided 
fror time immemorial in Cochin, f and who 
had no intercourſe with the other Jews, 
till the Dutch came to trade there... By 
the Jews of Spain, who were carried cap. 
Uve there, at the deſtiuction of the fit 
Fot but a few of them returned from Babylon, 
and'thoſe of the poorer fort, © 
—+ It is ſuppoſed” that they were carried there i 
the deſtruction of the firſt temple. They certainly 
mult have been ſettled; a long while in the.country; 
for it.is-near fifteen hundred years ſince the emperor 
{revay Barrimine, granted permiſſion to Jeſep l Ra- 
in (the prince or govertior of the Jews at Cochin) 
o wear the ive colours, the ſulutation, riding on 
Borer or elephants, to convert any of the H ve nationi 
79. his religion, c. Cc. according to the patent en- 
grayed. on copper, and preſerved by the Jews at 
Cochid; a copy of Which is now before me. At 
that time, they were already pretty numetous there, 
aud ſcemed to be in pee favour-z conſequent!y, 
they muſt have been ſettled there ſome length ot 


n. ae before. FER 1 
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temple ;* as Abarbanal obſerves. By all 
thoſe Jews that were carried captive at the 
geltruRion of the ſecond temple, and 
difperſed all over the globe. By Joſe- 
phus; by the compilers of the Mithoa 
and the Talmud; by that great luminary 
Maimonides, who lived in the eleventh 
5 Wh century, and in his comment on the Miſhna, 
1 drew up the articles of faith of the Jews: 
P Wh they confiſt of thirteen articles; three of 
rt i them have reſpe&t to Moſes and his law: 
viz. the /eventh, which is the belief of the 
great degree of the prophecy of Moſes : 


en che eoghth is © the belief that the law is 
only from God; that is,“ as he obſerves, © we 
1 are to believe ALL the law which we 
Fe. have, is the very ſame law given to 
bio) Wl Moſes; and that he received it all from 
che mouth of God, the hiſtorical part as 
e rell as the preceptive; and no one elſe 
new of ſuch hiſtorical facts, or had any 
At Nach ſourec of information; and there- 
here, ore he was called ppm a ſcribe; be- 
evil, NMauſe he ated as one that wrote from the 
2th of Phe Ms 3c 4,4 wad £ 


* Abarbanal on the laſt chapter of 2 Kings, 
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month of another; for which reaſon, we 
ſeldom or cver find him ſpeaking in his 
.own perſon, but as one that is copying 
from a book, or what another is rehcarſ. 
| ang to him,“ &c. By this, you may allo 
_ clearly perceive what little force there i; 
in your pitiful objection, that . the beoks 
cannot be ritten by Moſes, becauſe they 


. 


fame. And which alſo ſhews the abſur 
dity of -what you affert, that theſe book 


—_— —— 
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dere! written by ſome very ignorant and 

upid pretenders to authorſhip, ſcveral 
hundred years after the death af Moſes.” 
For at no time whatever, could a ſpurious 
hiſtory be impaſed upon them, without 
ſome one ſtarting up to detect it. It there- 
fore is incumbent on you to prove at what 


time ĩt could have been done: for aſſer- 


tions without proof, are of no weight; 
N in cauſe of ſuch importance. 

ignorant pretenders to authorſhip 
write the books of Moſes? If you were 
poſſeſſed of the leaſt knowledge of the. ſa- 


ered language, you would caſily be able 


te diſoern, that the purity and elegance 
of the diftion,* gives the: lie to your aſ- 
ſertion. Let any one but compare theſe 
books (in che original) wich the writings 
that n. ou to have been written ſome 


F i 248 E 


'# Azto kis ms on im candor 
the purity of yo 1 4 the grandeur and ſublimity 
of the ſentiments, the force and beauty of tbe 
imagery, and the harmony of the numbers; (being 


the true ſententious ſtyle, characteriſtic af Hebrew 


y). we ſhall find, that it has never been ſurpaſſed 
any of the other 3 $ 3 nor Re, it IN be 
mind by ay. &, 3 | 


* 98 
: o 
Py - # % "= & — 4 & © 4 


* 


128 DEFENCE OF THE 
hundred years after the death of Moſes, 
immediately after their return from Baby. 
lon, by Ezra, &c. and they will be fully 
convinced of the truth of what 1 have 
advanced: and the futility of what you 
have aſſerted. WIN 2/7 
Heſides, at what time could ſuch an 
innovation take place? at what time did 
the nation firſt ſubmit to this im poſition? 
to be obliged to offer their firſt fruits, 
to give tithes to the prięſs, the Levites, 
the poor, the fatherleſs, and the widow ; 
to be compelled to leave their habitations 
three times in à year, and come from the 
moſt diſtant parts to Jeruſalem, (leaving 
the whole country to the defence of old 
men, women and children) and bring 
free gifts with them: to let their lands 
lay waſte: every ſeventh, and every fif- 
tieth year; and thereon to remit all debis, 


let alf purchaſed fervants go free, and all 
eſtates return to their firſt owners? I fay, 
when, could all this have been introduc- 
ed? for there was no time from the time 


of Moſes to this hour, when ſuch an im- 
poſture could have been accompliſhed, 
without being detected. Is it to be ima - 


OLD TESTAMBNE; 29 
ined, that the whole body of the nation 
ould concur in carrying on ſuch a fraud 


not be found one among them, that had 

iher ability or honeſty to diſcover, it? 
— that all Lac for upwards of three 
thouſand years, through the, 19 pe- 
riods of their commonwealth, the reyolu- 
tions of empires, and the — of, 
time; 44-19 proſperity and adverſity; dur- 
ing a long and dreadful exile, diſperſion, 
poverty and perſecution, ſuch as no nati- 
on ever ſuffered; ſhould yet continue to 
act in a manner that evinceth che ſtrong- 
eſt conviction of the divine origin of the 


laws 'of, Moſes; though, according to 


ur aflertion, there is not the lcaſt foun- 
tion for ſuch a rational belief? Surely, 
there are none ſo credulous as to . 
ble of t believing ſuch things as theſe. | 
[at is alſo well known. that! other legiſ-. 
lators have pretended to divine inſpirati- 
on, but they were ſcarcely belle ved, even 
dirt” he Hes, and this Pelef Toon. 
vaniſked away. But this is not the caſe 
in regard to the divine legation of Moſes; 
No fir, Our anceſtors believed it, and 


againſt themſelves, and that, there ſhould 
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their deſcendants do ſo to this day: And 
not only they, but the greater part of the 
Inhabitants of this globe: Heathens*, 
Chriſtians and Mahometans, who, though 
ſo oppoſite in their religious ſentiments ; 
agreeing in nothing, but in their hatred 
and contempt of the nation; yet, all 
concur in the belief of the divine miſſion 
of Moſes. Whence then this difference, 


fir? Is it not becauſe 57 vaniſhes, 


| buy truth i, the nn 


| — = It muſt add PLP 8 to ho arguments in 

ſupport of the authenticity of the Pentateuch, when 
it is Nn that the grea. and leading facts 
(as Dr Shaw obſerves i in his hiſtory and phil oſophy 
of Judaiſm. p. 35 3.) in the Moſaic hiſtory ſeem 
to have been known to Pagan writers of the great- 
elt antiquity, and are handed down i in their Works, 


with ſuch ey ident 1cſemblance in their features, 


as muſt diſcover the original from which they were 
copied; notwithſtandiog alt the artful diſguiſe which 


their prige made them uſe to conceal it. This ana - 


1027 betwixt ſcripture hiſtory and Heathen myth o- 
os learned men have traced in a great variety of 

nces.; Some reſpecting the creation; and others 
the flood, Noah, Abraham, Iſaac, Joſeph, and Mo- 
ſes, Kc. See ſhaw, p. 353. Nen. 
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And now,“ Mr. Paine, and ye Deiſts 
and Infidels of 7. deſcription, who 

have written with ſuch acrimony, and 
indecent levity, againſt the ene of 
the books of Moſes, what have ye to fay ? 
Will ye, with all this maſs of evidence a- 

ainſt you, and ſtaring you in the face, 
ſar have. the aſſurance to take up your 
gens, and continue to impoſe on the weak, 


the ignorant and unwary, by aſſerting, 


that the work of the inſpired penman is 
nought but fiction, when it is as evident as 
demonſtration can make truth appear, that 
it all is the word of God, What ſhadow 
of pretence have ye now to produce, for 
continuing the immoral and blaſphemous 
charge? What have ye ſtill to offer againſt 
the pure, juſt, moral, humane and truly 
benevolent religion of Moſes ? Is there a 
virtue that it does not inculcate, or a vice 
that it does not condemn ? In ſhort, what- 
ever can render a man reſpectable i in his 
own eyes, and dear to his fellow crea- 
tures : : whatever can inſure the peace and 


* Alluding to Mr. Paine's abuſiye addreſs to the 
Piieſts, See, p. 25. 
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„ DEFENCE OF THE, 4s, — 
happineſs of ſociety, and make man hap- 9 


py, both here and hercaſter, i is there pla 
Win liſt of duties. 9 ä 1 SA 

It is no wonder then to find even Mo- 12 
fra himſelt ſtruck with admiration at the . 
excellence of theſe laws; 'and to hear him 4 
break out in tranſport, thus“ And what 12 
nation it there ſo great, that hath ſtatutes 
and judgements /o tighteous, as all: this 
Jaw which N ſet 5 8 s this Nun 


* 
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B EFORE I Kale leave of the Pentate- 
uch, I ſhall take notice of another objec- 
tiow you have made to the books of Mo- 
ſes being tlie word of God, becauſe, as 
vou fay, it is therein ſaid, “ that they 
(the 'Kraclites) came by Realth upon 
whole nations of people, who as the hiſ- 
tory itſelf ſhews, had giren them no of- 
fence; that they put all thoſe nations to 8. 
word; that ibey ſpared neither age nor 
infancy 3 that they utteriy deſtroyed men, 
women and children; tha they 7 nat a 
oul to breathe. The bible is us, that 
thoſe aſſaſſinations were done by the ex- 
preſs command of God. Jo believe there- 
fore the Bible to be true, we muſt unbe- 
eve all our belief in the moral juſtice of 


od z 'for-wherein/ could crying or ſmil- 
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ing infants. offend?'“ This e as 

ure almoſt all thoſe, that you have brought 

- again{t the Bible, is not uc; it has been 

2 urged by Voltaire, Bolingbroke, Morgan, 
&c. and often refuted by ſeveral writers ; 
ſome in one manner; and ſore in ano- 
ther; whether what I ſhall advance on 

- _ the ſubject will be more ſatisfactory, muſt 
de left to the ung 25 e and 

| Jae ren er . 
have already obſerved,* $; ien God 

' W eee and elected lat and his 

_ family, to be the repoſitory of the ſacred 
oracles, and to hand down the knowledge 
a che true wWorſhip of God, and his unity, 
Kc. God therefore promiſed: Abraham to 
give his poſterity the land of | Canaan, 

| wine dale tg. make them a” ſeparate 

5 e, 10 preſerve them from the infce. 
tion of jdolatrous principles, which wer: 
then ſo prevalent. Now, it is well known 
that the Canaanites, as well as the Egyp- 
tians; were deep ſuak- in idolatry; and 
Which had ſo far prevailed- among them, 
ttmat they ſacrificed! their children to Mo- 
loch: for every . "tl 


ee page 96. N 


their 


1 
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Lord, whithi lie hateth, have they done 


unte their gods; for even their ſons and 
their daughters have they burut in fire to 
3. % Aud, theſe abomirable 
practices, ſeem in à manner, to have been 


authorifed not only by cuſtom, but by 


ſome command. After the doings of 
the land of Egypt wherein ye dwelt ſhall 
5e not do; neither ſhall ye walk in their 
ordinances,”*f: This ſhews that their bar - 
barous rites, were founded on certain 
laws and ſtatutes; for this is what the 
word om np? properly ſigniſies. And, 
indeed, nothing leſs than a-pretence to 


ſome direction of ſacred authority, could 
induce them to act ſa co 


| to all natu- 
ud moral principles. But by ſuch 
pretended laws, they could allow and 


recommend inceſtubùs ; marriages and 


et an. es ky Laar , 1 fr 41 . 
| » Deut. xii. t. FUE. + Levit, xvili. 3. . 
The . magicians-allowed a man to marry, 


not only his fiſter or his daughter, but alſo his mo- 


ther z and it went ſo. far with that ſect in the practice 
that in the ſacerdotal tribe, he that was born of this 
laſt and worſt fort of inceſt, was looked upon as the 
beſt qualified for the ſacerdotal function: none being 


eſteemed among them more proper for the higheit 
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the ? ſacrificing of innocent children. For 
this exceſs of vice, we find them remarła- 
ble, as carly as the time when the promiſe 
of their country was made to Abraham. 
This being the caſe, how can we complain 
if God, after having 
tor ſuch a ſpace of time, 
and perceiving no ſigns of Ti and 
reformation among them, ſhould at length 
puniſh them with a moſt awful ſeverity: 
and thus, not only put an end to their 
abounding — but alſo make 
others, and particularly the Iſrachites, who 
were to poſſeſs their country, ſtand in awe 
and dread the danger of imitating 1 


- their bomitations ! 3 "Moles. fa 


„Hefe got ye yourſelves in an e 
things;” 2 mn 4 thele, the 2 55 arc 


_ "Nations in it, than thoſe that were born of mathers 


who conceived them of their own fons. See Pri- 


deaux. Part iſt. NK. 2637000 the ge- 
Weseke 


marrjayes, &c. See Ley. ill. 6. 3 

1 Gen. Xr. 16. 7 For the e ol the 
Amorites is not yet full... 

+ Levit. xvül. 24—25- 28. 


beheld their abomi- 


ence 8 ſee how dict we ly 
of Moſes was in 7 775 N inceſtuous | 


OLD TESTAMENT. 137 
defiled which I caſt out before you. And 
the land is deſiled : therefore I da v iſit the 
iniquity- thereof upon it, and the land it- 
ſelf vomiteth out her inhabitants. Ye 
ſhall therefore \keep my ſtatutes and my 
judgements, and ſhall not commit any of 
theſe abominations; that the land ſpew 
not · you out alſo, when ye defile it, as it 
ſpewed out the nations that were before 
ou. Sen 5:3: 155 $18 Wei 3199111106 
Now, if conſidered in this light, the 
extirpation of thoſe nations, mult appear 
to he no more than a juſt viſitation of the 
divine diſpleuſure, tor their atrocious 
wickedneſs.” The Iſraclites are therefore 
to be conſidered, in this matter, as no 
more than the inſtruments of the divine 
vengrance. And why might not Jehovah, 
the beſto wer, and therefore the ſovereign 
of life, with hs gr juſtice cut off theſe ſin- 
ful nations and their poſterity, by the in- 
ter vention of human agents, as deſtroy 
them by an earthquake, inundation, fire 
from heaven, famine, peſtilence, or any 
ſimilar judgment: in Which caſe, ſmiling 
an crying infants mt allo have. equally 
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the ! ſacrificing of innocent children. For 
this exceſs of vice, we find them remarka. 
ble, as early as the time when the promiſe 
of their country was made to Abraham. f 
This being the caſe, how can we 
if God, after having beheld their abomi- 
nable practices for ſuch a ſpace of time, 
and perceiving no ſigns of repentance and 
reformation among chem, ſhould at length 
puniſh them with a moſt awful ſeverity: 
and thus, not ony put an end to their 
— but alſo male 
others, and ly the Ifrachtes, who 
were to poſſeſs their country, ſtand in awe 
and dread the danger of imitating: on in 


their abemitations; Is Mete fays, 
„Hehe got ye h urfety Ives in any of Pee 
abe be in | theſe, the nations are 


ſtations in it, ' than thoſ: that were born 'of mathers 
who conceived them of their own ſons. See Pri- 
deaux. * Part ift, B. 4. F. Wee e ge 


Wesen 
ol . may fe how juſtly litt ths liv | 
of Moſes was in hoy. to bnJawfol and inceſtuous | 
matriages, Ke. Zee Ley. Xvill, 6. Kc. 

T Gen. xv; 16. For the ige of the 
Amorites is not yet full.“ 

+ Leit. aviit. 24—25= 28. 
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defiled which I caſt out before you. And 
the land is deſiled : therefore Ido v iſit the 
iniquity- thereof upon it, and the land it- 
ſelf vomiteth out her inhabitants. Ye 
ſhall therefore keep my ſtatutes and my 
judgements, and ſtrall not commit any of 


theſe abominations; that the land ſpew = 


not · you out alſo, When ye defile it, as it 
ſpewed out the nations that were before 
nnn ene 
2 Now, if conſidered in this light, the 
extirgation of thoſe nations, mult appear 
toſhe no more than a juſt viſitation of the 
divine diſpleuſure, ſor their atrocious 
wickedneſs. The Ifraclites are therefore 
to he conſidered, in this matter, as no 
more than 4 inſtruments of 1 
vengeance.” And why might not Jehovah, 
the beſto wer, and Gbrefere the ſovereign 
of life, with by gr juſtice cut off theſe ſin. - 
ful nations and their poſterity, by the in- 
ter vention of human agents, as deſtroy 
them by an earthquake, inundation, fire 
from heaven, 'famine, peſtilence, or any 
imiſar judgment: in which caſe, /miling 
and crying infants na alſo haye £qually 
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ſuftcred ? Had God then thought proper 
to have deſtroyed them, ihus we ſhould 
Have revered, without daring to blame, 
ſuchi a tremendous diſplay of bis juſtict 
and power: where then, I fain would 
ae is the material difference ? In either 
caſe, his conduct is equally: juſtifiable. 
But that which I would principally in- 
ſiſt upon, is, that the Iſraclites were not 
uhſoluteiy commanded to extirpate the 
Canaanites: and for the better under. 
*{aniingobwhichz ic Y to take 
|  _  netice. of a part“ of che military laws of 
| -theHebrews:wwhichis as follow. When 
thou comeſt nigh» unto a city to fight 
againſt it, then proclaim peace umto it. 
And it hall be, if it make ther anſwer of 
peter,; and open unto: thee; then ſhall it 
be thut athe people bat in found there in, 
mall be tributaries unto thee, and they 
mall ſerve thee And:if it will make no 
peace with thee, 
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ure 


* ſ\nicy 6 0 g 5 13 on 
thee,. then 44. . beſiege 5 And 


when the Lord thy God. bath delivered it 
dato thing hands, thou ſhalt ſmite 
js thereof with the e ge of the. fi 1 
But, t the; wam 4 7173 9 ag and 
5 ae bar nth CCI ven 
t 1 1 85 "unto 
abyſelt.;;and thou ale eat dhe {poil of 
thine enemies, 1 5 the Lord thy God 
hath gixen thec. wii ſhalt thou do un- 
10 all the cities vu 2 1— far 
om thee, Which 


þw 1 


ES Del nf {eg EC 


te ir 4 kei Tak fr 


1 utterly 


ng han rc a win Beto 


itesy ahd the Perrizites, che Hivires, and 
the ſebuſites; as the Lord thy God hach 
rommänded thee®.”? '- 
4&.duly conſidered, We 
rſt, they 
offer of peace: for this lar was gener), 
as When thou Beit forth tc. Pattle 
againft thine: enemiesf, fc. When thov 
» Deut. xx. 10—15, + Idid. . 


all Kad that, 


heth;; 7 5 Won 
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this pallage 
were-obliged-to ſend: them an 
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pet nigh r unto a city to gebt againſt.” 
"Ke: There was no diftin&ion in this cafe; 


it did not matter, whether they were far 
or hear, in regard to the proclamation of 
Peace: © for thus js it underſtood by all our 
Nabbint who obferve, that they were 
obliged! to offer peace to the ſeven nations, 
a did Moſes to Sihion: (Numb. zi. 21.) 
and I they anſwered peace; then were 
| to become tributary, and be permit- 

ted to remain in the country on condition 
of their renouncing idolatry, and obſerving 
the f pen precep ts.of tl is if! Noah. 
"The "eat "Afton" refore between 
theſe, Was this, that if the nations who 
were "far off, refuſed to make peace, the 
were to kill all dhe males; "that is; all thoſe 
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* - JE [Theſe | are Keen 0 not to 
commit «ly. 8 e to blaſpheme, * 
t Yar p $he tr ird, to appou.t 2 
1 ts - we 5 Judges; t juſtice. may 
10) tered to al). Fourth, not to 
E. * iden, Not to e murder 
| r ire iz, 


=» 


1D TESTANENT wv 


that bore arms, e ee nan ee, 
ſoldier; aud they Were hot allowed to Kill 
any but thoſe that oppofed them, as al! 
rendy mentoned.“ It "therefore mut be. 
obſerved; that this is a Perm n, not an! 
erer given: they were allowed to kill 
thoſe that oppoſed them, and nonef elſe: 
and! therefore the women and children” 
were to be preſerved alive. But, if any 
of the cities of the ſeven nations refafſeT” 
to les Peace with them, then they were 
not to fue alive any thing that breathetnk!: 
aud the © reaforr ig un given; 
_ ſe they box you . do after al 


+ 5 * , 


905 Ns 60 by. "teal, ke, Frye ile | Yor, 
hy 


Ember [abs Ereati that. Js, the 
ret any beaſt les from it when it was alive, 
PR OY uhav 1+ 

74 This wis a proper leffon;of erbten fitted 
5 thoſe barbarous times, and given to gur ee. 
o oblige them to abſtain from thoſe ſhocking prac- 

ices Thich all nations then — Tee. in ; pd 
ad With} in later times, the moft poliſhed ations, 
hs Per fans; the Geeks, and tür Romans, Ac. 


9 1anders moll famed; for gen- 
els and Free het kr as will be ſhewn 


| be in treat ng of of all the precepts af che Mo- 


ical law, in the future publication already men - 
oned,. 
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En ich they 5 0 
be old ye.fin aint 
— * ile 0 make peace 
pk 5 obliged to make, peace. with 
7 pi them; 2 (hols at were 


*» 44% 


tering Fo EX, he ns 

4 roc mati 17 that t 
1802 to. make rake pat ſhould haye peace 
granted to Second, thoſe that in- 
tended 10 W; 1 have war, And 
ird, thoſe chat wiſhed to depart, wight 
frecly depaxt.“ Hence it is manifeſt that 
1 were ge to offer” them peace : 
1 hich. is plain, from Joſh. Ki. 1920. 
« There was not a city which made peace 
With the children of Iſrael, fave the Hi. 
vites, the inhabitants of Gibeon : : all 
- other. they. took in baute. For it was of 
the Lord to harden. their bearts fl that they 
ſhould come againſt; Iſrael! in battle, that 
be NO deſtroy them Salts ond that 


Den *. 1b. n e 


„ -e -.»” 
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they might have no favor, bor that 1 
might*deſtroy them, as the Lord cot 
manded' Moſes? And which, plain 
implies, that if they Hack not been 10 0 
nate, as te engage in a war with tlie 
kraclites, and to a ear inn Arms againſt 
them, bur” had repe red, and ſubmitted 
their propoſals,” they Would have 
deen ſaved; inſtead of being put ta death; 


conſiſtent with the divine command oli | 
cetning their excifion? *Tf* therefore the 


Cinaanites met with deſtruction from 

the victorious {word of the Uraelites, _— 

had none but e to blame.” 1 . 
18 


e it. 1 * 1 79 


lam, however, aware 4 we al of 
the Gibeonites may be utged as an excep- 
tion to the Pond here laid down: as 


we find the Iſraelites expreſſing them. 


ſelves in the following terms to them, 
Perad venture vc dwell among us; and 
ew fhull we make league with ® you? 75 


R Which, it would appear at rl” view, 
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that hex could not make peace wich any 
of thoſ © hationz: but this objection will 
tantly vamiſh vamiſh, hen the exad meaning 
Ore * rds made nic of, bythe Gibeon- 
DEN 2 underſtood : for they did 
. — peace, but ſaid, « now 

the re ore*make league with“ us.“ 
at is, as the i ſeals ungerſiood . to 


ye into 55 Xie: rigs 1 Which the 


raclites-could by no means comply with; 
auſe they were ſo often commanded not 
to make. a covenant with them, leſt it 
ſhauld,, be. a Apare to them; (fee Exod. 
uiii. 34. Nͥiv. 1215. & Deut. vii. 2.) 
they therefore faid, how can I make a 
Tue with yon, ſeeing it is ſo rich 
| 2 to make a covenant with any 
ol theſe nations; although we are per- 
mitted to lęt chem live, on their aſkivg for 
peace, and, ſubmitting to the conditions 
annexed thereto: viz. the renouncing all 

4300 Arp - and becoming _Eributary- 


%. Joſh 5. 
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This is manifeſt from the manner in which 
they behaved to the Gibeonites, when 
they found that they were of the ſeven 
nations; for otherwiſe, no- oath could 
have been binding on the Ifraclites, (much 
Tels one obtained by fraud) to oblige them 
to violate the command of God, in ſuffer- 
ing thoſe to. live that he had doomed to 
die. This may alſo be farther proved from 
the lenity ſhewn to the inhabitants of Ge- 
zer;“ to Rahab, f and to the family in 
Bethel :} from all which, it is demonſtra- 
ble, that if the Canaanites had repented, 

and ſubmitted to renounce all their idol 
Worſhip, and become tributary, they would 
not have been cut off. But their abomi- 
nable and atrociots wickedneſs was the 
vnly, and ſole cauſe of their excifion: and 
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Ton chere cp. 18), L proceed to 
the. book of Joſhua, and to ſhew that 
Olla is not the author of that book, 
and that, it is anonymous, and Without 
authority.” I Mall not ſpend my time to 
thew how: unconnected your concluſion i; 
with your premiſes, as the learned biſhop 
gf: Lan it Das clearly pointed cut the 
99 'of Four argument, by ſhewing 

at a book may be anonymets, and yet 
not be without authority. I, therefore, 
do not mean to contend with you concern- 
ing Joſhua's writing the book that bears 
his name, becauſe i am convinced he did 
nat write it: for it is no where” faid that 
| he wrotelit, as is: teſtißed of Moſes (as 
above mentioned, page 121-—122) : but 
only after Joſhua had delivered his exhor- 
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tation, it ſays“, „ And Joſhua wrote 
theſe words in the book of the law of 
God, and took a great ſtone,” 8c. If 
then, he had written the whole book; it 
would alte have been mentioned; I, there- 
fore; am of opinion, with the learned 
Abarbanal (Sce his preface to Joſhua), 
that the prophet Samuel wrote the books 
of Joſhua (except the part which Joſhua 
wrote himſelf), Judges, Ruth, and a 
part of the bool. that bears his name ; 

and which was finiſhed by Nathan the 
prophet; and Gad the ſeer (as mentioned 
1 Chron, xzix. 29.); but all this does not 
deduct from their ar r n or invali- 
date their authority in the leaſt: as even 
on this ſeheme they were written by the 
prophets; and are very properly called 
che word of. God, from the words above 
quoted; where what Joſhua wrote, is 
{aid to be written in the law of God: and 
8 beeauſe they direct us to the true 

worſhip of God, by clearly pointing out 
to us the merciful dealings of God to- 


* Iſrael U and which is the great end 


2 Joſh. xxiv. 27. 
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and purpoſe for which they were deſign- 
ed ; for the principal end of the book of 
Joſhua. is to teſtify that all promiſes which 
God made to our anceſtors Abraham, 
Iſaac and Jacob, as recorded in the law of 
God, by the hands of Moſes, concerning 
the conqueſt and poſſeſſion of the land, 
were all fully accompliſhed ; and of which 
Joſhua himſelf bare witneſs in his public 
cexhortation to Iſracl, in his old age, 
__ * And behold, this day I am going the way 
of all the carth: and ye know in all your 
hearts, and in all your ſouls, that not one 
ching hath failed of all the good things 
which the Lord your God ſpake concern -· 
ing you; all are come to paſs unto you, 
and not one thing hath failed thereof. 
And which was a manifeſt proof of the 
divine miſſion of Moſes; as every thing 
that he had predicted was fully accom- 
| pliſhed. And which muſt un oubted!y 
have made a great impreſſion on their 
minds, by con vineing them of the omni. 
potent power of divine providence; and. 
thus induce them ſtrictly to adhere to the 


Pp 7 = 
. Joſh. XX. Il. 4.5 : . . 
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worſhip-of the true God; and to which 
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— Joſhua alſo greatly ten- 
ded; by plicing before them the dreadful 
confequenee of di ſobedienet, Therefore 
Sia} come to pals, that as all the good 
things are come upon you, xhich the Lord 
vour . God promiſed you; ſo ſhall the 
horch bring upon you all the evil things, 

until hee have deſtroycd you from off this: 


sodd-land-which-abe Lord your God hath | 


give you, And the good effects of 
Ab chis, may be caſily perceived; firſt, in 
hera ffair of the altar raiſed by the chils- 
deen of Reuben and Gad, — wherein 
it ase πτπν h tenacious they were of 


alhering to God's Worſhip; and how 


fearful ot having any thing among them, 
me apptarediike! idolatry; and fecond- 
„ by what is recorded of them in the 
—— oſ the laſt chapter of the book 


of Joſhua, Aud Iſrael ſerved the Lord 
allche days of Joſhua, and all the days 
of the elders that outlired Joſhua and 
which had known all the works of the 


Lord, that he had done for Iſrael.“ 


This leads me to take notice of what 


* Joſh, XXU, 2 8 + Ibid. xxil. 10—34 
N 2 


Ju 1s courſe, ha ving qnice-riſen: where be 
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von are merrily pleaſed to call; the & tale 
of the ſun. ſtanding ſtill upon Mount Gi- 
beon, and the moon in the valley of Aja- 
,2+ and. which you farther ſuy, ig 
2 "of. thoſe fables; that detects itſelf. 

ch a cirtumſtance could not have hap- 

pened without being known all over — 
World. Whereas, there is not à nation 
that knows any thing abont it.. But how 
ſhould they, when it is well-known, that 
. is not a nation in the world whoſe 
annals. reach this æra by ſomt hundred 
years ? Ang yet, my god friend, it — 
perhaps appear that you are miſtaken 
de the fat; for the ſame — 
phæhomenon is retorded im the ancient 
Chineſe. eden have happened and been 
oblerveg i there, in the reign of their 8th 
monarch Tad; though according to their 
fabulous manner, they ſoxit laſted ten days. 
(Ane, Univ. Hiſt, (Vol, 18. p. 10%. To 
this may alſo be added wee Herodotus 
ys,. the Egyptian prieſts: told him; viz. 
the ſun had four times deviated from 


1 . Fe 7 F- 
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aiiformly gocs down, and twice 
down where he uniforinly: riſes: by Which 


you may perceive, that the Egyptians had 
ae echte concerning the 


two nůracles reſpecting the: fun, as record- 
_ ſcripture; / wer a7 

Vou ſay, M post e 4 
whole is well eneugh;““ but although 
chere are ſome commentators who may 
vew jt ju this light; and that perhaps for 


3 

. 

— 

e 

n 

W 

at 

ſe the reaſon alledged by a certain Chriſtian 
- writer, Who -fays, but becauſe th 
as 

al 

nt 

en 


ſeems, to my appre henſion at leaſt; nd fuf. 
veaſon gor ſuch ſu; pernaturalappear- 
mee in this inſtance 71 3 Hut if duiy con- 


we _— 


fideretl, it will appear that it was extreme. - 


ly neceſſary, at this ure, as being 
highly conducive in e the grand 
defign ; I mean, the eſtäbliſſiment of the 
uue religion, and the ext irpation of Idol- 


view; the dividing of the river Jordan, 
and the caſting of bail ſtodes from heaven 
upon the Canaanites, &c. inaſmuch as 
they all tended to 2 the mations with 


5. ih See Wakefield” to 
ih e of ihe Age of Reaſon, 3 2 2 1 | 


arg 1. and in which; light; we muſt alſo 
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aſlopiſlumert, and te imprint on their 
| windsvds:wedlt:as thoſe: of: the Uraclites, 
che highieſt cdheeptions of the majeſty and 
gebatneſa ob che Lord Jchob aht and thus 
niake them feifible of the fin and folly of 
truſting in any other god but him: for it 
e deni that at this time all nations 
had cheir ſuver aT tuttelar deitierz to whoſe 
protr ction they commirdecbthem felves and 
hir ct ry, ud ro Nꝰe aſſiſtanteſ rey 
aſcribect Their ſucceſſes in War. Now the 
printipali [deities Miche che Canaanites 
Wofſhipped, were the ſun g moon, and 


puniſh them fo, the falle worfüe they 


Wenn unto Azel; NM and thewRopped 
rei great locin vic dn ttieir oourſc. 
Abs: erefehre' it fuysg 5% incthe fight of 
Ate en Moan. ty 1 
af Na-, ih Waiting 
IT xvil, 26, Avi. 33. and xix. 12. 
| That a ped the ſun, 1 daye he vn 3: 
lar , fn Linghs” " "Radix YN; ee 


LD TESTAMENT. 153 


AS. 44 


—— 


ſtruction from it, and be deterred from 
falling into the like, idolatry, : and no 
doubt. it was to this in, a great meaſure; 
chat they ſhewed their dread and deteſta- 
— of it, in the affair of. he Reubenites, 

o building the altar; as above menti- 
oned. (page 1 59): Hence it is manifeſt, 


link in the great chain of Miracles, began 
by: Moles 
tions, a8 well as to wean the Iſraelites 
from that idolatry, to which ny weredo 
prone. ee b 
How * the wirack was, a med 
it is impoſſible for us to explain; neither 
do thigh it at all neceſſary; id is ſufficient, 
28/we have ſhe wn, that the end it Was in- 


teſtimony of the reality ot the miracle, 
we find that, when the prophet Habakkuk, 


nation, in this long ang dreadful captivity, 
recounted. all the miracles and wonders 


which God performed for Ifrael, me he 
r 20s Haba. k 16114, 4 451 1 


ne ee 


* 
22 LES. 


* _ — = 


all Iſrael,” that all Iſrael might-receive.in- 


that this miracle is ta be conſidered, as a 


to convince and puniſh the na- | 


tended. for was worthy. of God. And in 


in his? prayer for the preſeryation, of the 


——— 
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ht e Egypt? he like wiſe 
| I all' thoſe performed" in the 
af ansah, the mountains 
dar thee and they ktembled; the over. 
flowitts of witers pled away: the! deep 
uttered 'its voice}: gore” lifred up its hands 
oi high,” The ſun and the moctr flood 
{ill in their habitation by "the light cf 
thiftic-arrows they went, and'by the br) Sh. 
neſs of thy glitteriug pet. In thine i m. 
dignation didſt thou march the 
land; in thy wrath didſt thou tread® the 
Satſons, ©” Thou wentelt Torch for the {al 
vation of thy people, even for the ſalva. 
tion” of thine anointed.” By the moun- 


W 


oy mängel be meant the! ings'of Ca. 


0 aN and were 1 in pangs: 
fays Moſes i in kin eng f © A! 
melt àwar. 


nian, whe 
and thus 
the inhabitents of Canzan man 
Far and dread ſhall fall upon them ;“ "the 
overflowing of the Waters denotes the 
pinion when Jordan Was divided: and 


9 utteri its voice, denotes the 
fame ehre through all the land 


of Ceman ＋ the Hifting ip of its hand 


»»Heb. Threſh. 7 Exod. xv. 1 s. 
t Joſh. v. 1 K. 1 Ee 
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an high,” denotes that the lower ſtreams 
of Jordan, whoſe banks. were then Ver: 
lowed;* paſfed away towards the Red 


heap. Tbe ſun and ,moon ſtanding ſtill 
eon, requires,no exphana- 
tion; the arrows and glittering ſpear, de- 
1 note the inſtruments of deſtruction which 
God employed; the great hail, ſtones ; 
„ad which, may be metaphoxizally called 
tis arrows and ſpear; and by whole light 
e the Ifraclites wWalked,; thus did Goch in 
wrath and indigtation, on account of the 


2 great and abominabſe wickedne(s of the 


n- Canaanites, march through the band, and 


vl tor the falvation of his people. Thus 
. Je ſec the prophet deſer bing in 
ſublime e ausm, all men mira. 


be Wand clear as this of the;, lun and moon 
90 ſtanding ſtill; and Which is; an evident 
1 Fon of the. truth thereof: Elpctally, , 


ry 14 [4 * 
Tu AI v8 A 4 ECON — 


Jh. db f. 23 11 th ELIGOTY 3 


Sea, Whilſt the upper waves ſtood on an 


cruſheck them, as corn is by the drag; 
and Which was, when hie went forth 


des performed in the gonqueſt of 
ad N Canaan amongſt which, none is. 4g Plain ; 


- i. 
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When it is confidered;' that the ſubject of 
the prophet” s prayer was for the preſcr- 
vation of the na on in this captivity, 
which God informed him of upwards of 
fix hundred years before it took place. 
here is alſo another proof of the re- 
* ality of this miracle; which i is the appeal 
that che author of the book of joſhua 
makes 40 the bock of Jeſper, as a teſt}. 
mony of the fact which he was then re- 
cordi 


Is not this written in the book 
of ja er?” Hence it is manifeſt, that 
che bock commonly called the book of 
Jaſher, exiſted, and was well known :: 
the time the book of Joſhua was written 

and pray, fir; What book do you thin 
this was? Why, none other than th: 
hv of Moſes. I ſee you are ſurpriſcd 

but hold, ſir, I Will preſently explain 
this to vob. The word in the Hebreu 
(with which, I judg 785 Ee totally un- 
acquainted, thoug hly Fequibite | in 
the taſk you have a6 6 e i n 
dale aud Which, 4 to the 
rules of Hebrew grammar, is a noun ſub- 
ſtantive common, and not a noun fubſtan- 
"ve * as, in the latter caſe, the 


— 
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* 5% notiſficative, which denotes the ar- 
ticle the, ebould not have obtained; (See 
Lingua Sacra, Vol. Ut: p. 109. Nc.) for 
which reaſon, it ought properly to have 
been trauflated he righteous, not Faſher ; 
and it would be nonſenſe to fay the Ja- 


Hen. The writer, - therefore, when ro- 
cording the miracle, according to the idi- 


om and phraſeology of the language in 
which he was writing, expreſſes himſelf 
thus, „Is not this written in the book of 
the righteous? i. e. in the law of the 
ene es God. Has not this been pre- 
dicted iu that righteous book? Yes, molt 
certainly.” But, perhaps you may aſk, 
Where! Be patient, and I will tell you. 
When Moſes was bleſſing Iſrael before 
kis death, he told them of the happineſs 


they were to enjoy in the land, and that 


they ſhould atehieve the conqueſt thereof 
by the eſpecial miraculous aſſiſtanee of the 


God of Ifrael; he expreſſed himſelf in 


this manner“, <« There" is none like unto 


the God of Jeſbvrun, who! rideth 470 
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the heaven in thy help, and lis excellen. 
cyis on the ſæies. Which is the habit. 
tion of the eternal God, and underneath 
are the everlaſting arms: and he ſhall 
thruſt out the enemy before tliee, and 
hall ſay deſtroy them.“ By this ſublime 
figurative language, the prophet foretold 
the deſtiuction of their enemies in the 
| — of Canaan; and which ſhould be, 
y che power of him” who. rideth above 
Pp heavens : /who guideth all by his om- 
nipotent power: the moier of the hea- 
vens: who only is able to ſtop the hea- 
venly luminaries in e «© till the 
Fcople had avenged themſelves of their 
enemies.“ Agreeable to what is here 
written, And ſhalf fay, deſtroy them.” 
And the conſeq uence of this will be, that 
& Ifracl ſhall —— dwell in ſafety alone, 
according to the form of the bleſſing of Ja- 
cob, f on à land ot corn and Wine, al 
ſo his heaven ſhall drop dew.” “ 
le then concludes, Happy art thou 
0 t Who is ne unto aN bes- 


E Joſh. K. 13. 
4 Alluding to Gen. XRvüi. FR 
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ole faved? by the Lord, the ſhield of thy 
Help, and who is the ſword: of thine ex- 


lars unto thee;-and thou ſhalt tread upon 
their high places.“ In the conqueſt of 
Cadaan, it 776 well be ſaid, that the 
Lord was the ſhield of their help, and the 
{word of their excelle1cy. The Gibeon- 
tes, à part of their enemies; were found 
lars to them, by pretending that they 


cellency! and thine enemies ſhall be found 


ame from a far cobntry, when they dwelt 
in the fand: and the treading on their 
igh places, denoted the deſtruction of 


De five Kings in this battle, on whoſe 
tl zerks Joſlin: commanded his captains to 


as of the men of war which went with 
at Win; Come near, put your feet upon the 
1c, Wcks:of theſe Kings: ſor thus (ſhall the 
Ye ord do to all your enemies againſt whom 


read, as is ſaid,* „ Joſhua called for all 
he men of Iſrael, and ſaid unto the cap- 


fight.“ ld chis ſenſe the Chaldee 
raphraſt Oukelat, who lived in the firſt. 


eee 
} And the Chaldee paraphraſt Jonathan, who 
d near an hundred yeats before the deſtruction* 


aury, allg * underſtands itt 1 ſhall - - 
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gie his tranſlation in his own words, 
NRW PPE eee And they 
halt tread on the joints of the necks of their 
hinges See alſo. Jarchi, Abarb, &c, 
Thus is the reality of this miracle not 
only confirmed, but the prediction of Mo- 
ſes, is alſo! fully verified; and the exiſt- 
ence of the law of Moſes at that time, 
clearly proved: as it would have been 
madneſs in the author, to have appealed 
in proof of his veracity, to à book that 
nmeser yet had exiſtence, or that was not 
—___ vellknown in the nation, as an authentic 
| boolte:to otsd al fs; N þ 
II! be end of the other three books, vin 
Judges, Samuel, and Kings is alſo to in- 
- form) us of the particular providence d 
God; hy ſhewing, that in the dis cf 
the Judges, as well as thoſe of- the lings. 
the; nation was exccedingly wicked; fo. 
ſaleing the true worſhip of God and con: 
mitting idolatry, &c. for which they weir 
delivered into the hands ot their enemies; 
but when, they ſincerely; repented, 2 


bf the ſecond temple; likewiſe. under ſtood the ral 
drin the ſenſe here giren ; for he trar i tes 
mas, RYBDRNONRY the book of thedaw. 


A. ILS HAME NT. 1 
desto Gd their enemies fell bes: 


re r -- aud, they enjgyed the greateſt 


praſperity and) happineſs that poſhbly, 
cold, be ; as in the reigns of David and, 


ot Salomon: all which, was a manifett proof 
5. afache fuperintendance of divine provi- 
ſt. gene, and of the. truth .of what Moſes, 
e, had told them, concerning the reward and 
* puniſhment, which. they were to expęct 
ed is caſe of obedience or diſobedience vand- 
dat which was fully accompliſhed in ever. 
not particular; till that, for the great wick - 
ic WM edneſs. of, the nation, and their kings, they 
were geſtrpyed from off the goodly and, 
A lane alſo told them; and as is 
recorded. in thoſe books: and which is a 
demouſtrable proof of their authorit7). 
As to the difference between the books 
of Kings and Chronicles; T-mult tell yon, 
that. they have been noticed by Dee 
rew.. commentators, and clearly ac- 
counted for. by that great luminary, the 
learned Abarbanal, as he has ſhewn, that 
there is nothing contradictory i in the dif. 
ferent books, but that cach writer, had a 
dierent purpoſe in 82 5 and which cal 
adi 5 os an 


1 
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VE accounts for the omiſſions in one book, WM ami 
ough related in the other: but as it Ci 
. ould ſwell theſe letters, (which already tt 
exceed the limits I firſt intended) to the ter 
Hulk of a large volume, I maſt omit en. the 
5 rering in into the explanation at preſent, and juſl 
reſerve it for my mentary whe is of - 
| Teſtament. © 

I would waeg extend theſe letters to 70 

5 1500 troubleſome to myſelf, and tireſome Ml - pro 
td the reader, were I minutely to anſwer Ml - wie 
e Bel objection you have made, and to rar 
rea the numberleſs errors into which the 
you 18 fallen; 2 therefore did not ir- text 
tend to 1 ſaid any more on the fubjct MW thor 
Of theſe four books; but the ridicule you a 


. have made uſe of in 2 note, on the ſtory 
of the angel appearing to Joſhua, deſerves 
* ſevereſt reprehenſions; for that being 
ignorant of facred literature you ſhould 

* profanely jeſt, with what you'do not 
18 al underſtand, as 15 then 4 


| 1 >< et 


| That perſon, whoever he ber that at- 
| tempts to b erfticife on ſcripture, onght not' 
only to have a great knowledge of the 
HEWYY 2 but ll n 1 
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ance with the idm and phrdſcology of the 


ſucred language, ſo different from all 
others: or he will certainly fail in the at- 


tempt, and render himſelf ridiculous in 


the eyes of every diſcerning perſon, and 
juſtly-merit their contempt. Of the truth 
of this obſervation,” there cannot be a 
eater; than will appear in tlie explana- 
on of the ſubje& in queſtion: © Before ] 
proceed to the explanation, it is neceſſary 


10 enquire why Joſhua, who was the com- 


mander in chief, as well as the ruler of 
the nation, when he ſaw a man, for the 
tent does not ſay an angel, at a diſtance, 
faould go up to him himſelf, and aſk him; 
ant thou for us, or for our ad uerſaries? as 
us ought to have been done by Tome of 
the troops, who ought to have gone and 
ſeired him and brought him to Joſhua; 
and hot Joſhua have gone to him, as it 
might perhaps have been his intention, to 
alafirate' the commander in chief; it 
therefore is ſomething uncommon, that 
Raad, who was ninety three years. old, 

ould thus expoſe himſelf to danger. But 
the ſolution of this is, that as the text ſays, 
And it came to paſs when Joſhua was by 
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Jericho, . that is, he was conſidering; 
how and by what means he ſhould take 
Jericho, as it was ſo ſtrongly fortiſied; 
verhe lift up his eycs, and looked, and be- 
hold there ſtood a man over againſt him, 
by the word ud oppoſite him, we are 
to underſtand that the man was wifible to 
Joſhua onlyf; and, therefore, he imme. 
diately knew that it was au angel, and 
not a human perſons {or which reaſon, 
he went to him in perſon; and ſeeing him 
with à drawn ſword in his hand, the en - 
ſign of deſtruction, he aſked him, ar: 
thou far us, or for our adverſaries? Haſt 
thou thy Tword drawn to aſſiſt us, or to 
afflict us in favour of the enemy? To 
which he anfwered, Nay, but as cap- 
tain af the hoſt af the Lord am I now. 
come.“ Ibink not, Joſhua, that you 
are the captain of the Lord's hoſt (i. e. 
Hracl) in this buſineſs, and therefore dot 
es me, whether 15 am 0 en or 


IB nemo 


* Toſh. v. 13. 

44 Thus. Daniel lays, „ Ard 1 Daniel zlone 
fr the viſion : for the men that were with me ſay 
net the viſion,” Ln 2 1: See allo vill. 1 5. & 
xX. 16. Met ne 


„ 
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your. enemies > Noz it is not ſo: but 1 
am (appointed) the captain of the hoſt 
of: the Lord; and for that reaſon am I 


how come. When Joſhua heard this; 


he; “ fell on his to to the earth, and 
did oheiſance“ to lim as his fuperior®; 
and ſaid unto him, what faith my lordi 


unto his ſervant? For as you are the 


captain, it is my duty to pay obedience to 
vour commands. The angel then in- 
formed him of the end and purpoſe far 
N he came; which was to inform him 

that Jericlio was not to be taken by any 
human means; and therefore he ſaid un- 


to him, “ Looſe thy ſhoe from off th 
foot, for the place Ghote thou ſtandefl 
8 holy.” "Thar" is, do not buſy. yourſelt 
in forming ſchemes for the taking of the 


city, becauſo it can only be taken in a 
Sugernatural manner.” And thus we find 


* 1 
1 1 
ff F = 


den nts An: ef adoratinn, as you erro- 


5 ene owing to ywur ignotance of the ſa- 


ered language: for the verb Wie denotes 1% bow 
docus end mate obrifente, 80. as well as to worthip ; 


nmerous examples of which oetur in ſeripture, ac- 
cording to the manners of the eaſtern nations. ; 
Another eaſtern term of Hobory 9 


met with in the Bible. 
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it faid to Moſes, when he turned aſide to 
fee why the buſh was not conſumed, put 
off thy ſhoes from off thy feet, for the 
place whereon thou ſtandeſt, e. Do 
not attempt to account for this, on the 
principles of nature; foriit is not a natu- 
ral cauſe, but a e one ;“ and 
which was denoted by God's calling the 
act , holy. When, therefore, Joſhua 
card this of the angel, it ſays, „And 
Joſhua did ſo.““ Not that he pulled his 
hoe off, but that he immediately deſiſted 
from attempting to reduce it by any ftra- 
tagem of war; and, therefore, it ſays, 
* RM 71 2 in 
10 . For che buſh was an emblem of the 5 des 
graded ' ſtate of the nation in Egypt; as was its 
burning of their miſery; but its not being conſumed 
was to ſhew tha# their bondage, & c was not à natural 
or accidental eauſez but Tolely by God's appdint - 
merit to their anceſtor Abraham ;.and therefore, as 
they were under the immediate care of his provi- 
dence, they could not be deſtroyed, although ſo 
ſorely oppreſſed. And which has been the caſe with 
che nation to this day: as ſhewn-at large in vol. 1ſt 
of my Diſſertations on the Prophecies, page £77» Ac. 
The Hebrew noun pd places is hou 
ratively. to denote contemplation, intell nal view, & c. 
as in Exod. xxxüi. 21. See Maim. in Moreh Ne- 
Fuchim. part i ſt. chap. viii. 
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any human force, yet, ““ I have given 
into thy hand Jericho, and the kings 
thereof. &e, Hence the cauſe of the 


appearance of the angel is. manifeſt : for 
as Joſhua, who was juſt going to engage 
in a war with ſo many nations, and finud- 


ing the firſt city that he was going to at- 
tack ſo ſtrongly fortified, he was naturally 
uch taken up in thought; to find out 


ight lead to the moſt dreadful conſe- 
Juences, even the entire deſtruction of 


ally. expreſſes it, on the failure of their 
ttempt againſt Ai“; the angel, there- 
dre, came to U him, that he had 
o occaſion, to employ any human farce 
ſtratagems of war to reduce Jericho, 


* Joſhua vii. 5—19. 


Now Jericho was ſtraitly ſhut up, none 
went out; and none came in.““ It was 
not to be taken by any human power; 
and, therefore, the word of God came 
immediately unto Joſhua, to inform him, 
that though it could not be reduced by 


the means of reducing it; as well knows 
ng that a miſcarriage in the firlt onſet, 


he whole nation; as he himſelf patheti- 
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but only to obey the command of God 
in all things; and to aſeribe the glory of 
his conqueſts to the anther of them, the 
Lord of hoſts. ' Thus encbufaging him 
to truſt ſolely in God, in the arduous bu- 
ſineſs he was then employed in; and 
which we find, was actually the caſe in 
- the conqueſt of theaddlof Canaan; As 
to your lo wit about pulling off the thoe 
it no doubt originated in your ignorance, 
as you ought to have known that this rite 
was an indication of reverence for the di- 
vine preſence, when all human and world- 
ly thoughts "ought to be ſet afide : for 
which reaſon, the prieſts ala y_ officiated 
 barefooted | in the temple. - + 

© The two books of Ezra and Nehemiah 
vou allow to be genuine books, as being 
ritten by the authors whoſe name they 
bear, giving an account of the return ot 
the Jews from the Babyloniſh captivity, 
about four hundred and fifteen years he- 
fore the chriſtian æra; but then yo ob- 
ferve,* * Thoſe £cconnts are nothing to 
us, nor to any other perſon, unle!s it be 


l g * p- 35. 0 
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to the Jews, as a part of the hiſtory of 
their nation: and there is juſt as much of 
me word of God in thoſe books, as there 

is in any of the hiſtories of France, or 
Rapin's hiſtory of England.“ Whatever 
theſe books may be to you, or any other 
deiſt or infidel, they are of the higheſt 
importance to us as ſews; and not only 
to us, but likewiſe to all who believe the 
Old Teſtament to be the word of God; as 
ſar as the full completion of prophecy is 
a proof of the truth of revelation. The | 
- prophet Jeremiah ſaid,f For thus faith 
the Lord, ſurely when ſeventy years have 
been completed at Babylon, I will viſit 
you, and I will perform towards you my 
good promiſe, in bringing you again to 
to this place.” Now, the very firſt verſe 
of the book of Ezra, which you allow to 
be a genuine book, proves the full com- 
pletion of this prophecy, ſo contrary to 
. all human foreſight. Now in the firſt 7M 
2 year of Cyrus king of Perſia, that the 10 
. word of the Lord by the mouth of Jere- N 
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19 5 might be fulſilled; the Lord ſtirred 

te pr of Cyrus,“ &c. Surely you 
1 57 this is nothing to us; I mean 
to you BY me; I as a true believer, you 
as an undeliever; becauſe it is perfectly 
deciũiye in the cauſe at iſſue between us; 
for if the, book of Ezra, which you allow 
to be a genuine book, proves chat Jere- 
miah was a true. prophet, there is an end 
of all. diſpute between us; becauſe here 


9 demonſtration of the truth of divine 


revelation, admitted by ourſelf, as you 
allow, the genuineneſs of the book that 
records the completion of the prophecy. 
Nay, theſe "books not only confirm the 
truth of Jerewiah's- prophecy, : but like- 
wiſe. prove; the authenticity of the books 
of, Moſes, Joſhua, Judges, Kings, and 
Chronicles; all which are referred to by 
Ezra, and Nehemiah, as containing the 
religion, laws and hiſtory of the Jewilh 
nation, from Abraham to that very time.“ 

Of, this, it appears to me, you was fully 
ſenſible; and therefore wiſhed to invali. 
date the teſtimony of thoſe books, by giv- 
| * See Ezra, chap, ix. and x. and Nehem, 
ag UL—IX. and *. | 
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tag; the authors a ſideblow: obſerving,* 
But even in matters of hiſtorical record, 
neither of thoſe Writers are to be depend- 
ed upon.” As a proof of Whieh you 
tell us, that the total amoutit of the nüm- 
ber of thoſe who retutned from Babylon, 
does not agree with the ſeveral particu- 
lars. But is it to be ſuppoſed that a mah 
of Ezta's acknowledged abilities, ſhould 
not be able to give us the ſum total of 
forty-two particular ſums? Neither is it 
aſual for itapoſtbrs to make ſuch $lating 
blunders, that every ſchool boy” may de- 
tect. But the truth of the matter is, as 
Jarchi obferves, that © thoſe above men- 
tioned in the particulars, were of the tribe 
of Judah and Benjamin, ond the prieſts; 
and the difference in the fur total, was 
made up of thoſe of the other tribes.” t | 
N 0 alſo it is explained in Seder On. 
glam. 

You ſeem to ſpcak well of the book of 
! Jobk, but at the fame time attempt to 
prove it a gentile book, by faying, 0 1 


ly FI) ' Page 35. F See ai Loc. 
Page N bi: £ 
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have ſeen the opinion of two Hebrew 
commentators, | Aben Ezra and Spinoſa, 
upon this ſubject; they both ſay that the 3 
book carries no internal evidence of be- of th; 
ing an Hebrew boek; that the genius of 


the compoſition, and the drama of the - t 
piece, are not Hebrew, that it has been Fer. 


tranſlated from another language into Ke. 
Hebrew, and that the author of the 
book was a gentile; that the character 
repreſented under the name of ſatan whiah 
{which is the firſt and only time this 10 Ty 
is mentioned in the Bible) does not corre- 10 75 
ſpond to any Hebrew idea.“ But where, lex ow 
ir, did you ſee all this? for in the firſt 428 * 
place, Spinoſa never was admitted an He- . aha 
brew commentator; all we know of hin W 55 
is, that he wrote ſeveral tracts, and after g 4 
different changes, at length became an HI King 
atheiſt. As, to Aben Ez ra, he only ſays, mg. 
on verſe 11 of chapter ſecond. *© And 
gur Rabbins of bleſſed memory fay, that W.. *- 
Moſes wrote the book of job: but I an Ng, 
inclined. (to think) that is a tranſlated 1.7 
book; and therefore it is difficult to ex · 
plain, as are all tranſlated books.“ But 
not a word does he ſay, of its being a 
a gentile book ; nay, iu his preface to 
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this book,” he ſeems to ackyowedge that 
it was written by Moſes; or at caſt fone 
other prophet ; for there he ſays; * And. 
of the fighteous Job, the prophet. 'teſtifi. 
eth that he was fingularly righteous in 
his generation; and that His ſuffering 87 
were not for any evil he had committed,“ 
Le. What you obſerve concerning Hitan, 
is borrowed from your maſter Vekätre 1 
who ſays, it is a Chaldean word, and: 
which proves you both to be icnorant of 
the Hebrew :* for 129 is inconteſtahly 
an Hebrew noun, and denotes an au . 
ſary an accuſer : in wliich ſenſe, we __ Bb 
ind it uſed by Moſes, Numb. &xii. 22. — || 
1 * 7 the angel of the Lord ſtood in the 1 

"191305 for an adberſar againſt” YER 
a wy See aſſo verſe 32. Tuns allo. 
n King: V. 4. worm There was no ad. 
very. The Plur. affix, occurs in Pſal. 
x 20. PU n The reward of nine © 
adverſarict. The verb alſo occurs m the 
lame "Pfalm W. Aw Ni n 5 
For my love they hate me. All which, 


The Chaldea word for an udyerſary i is not 
* vith fin, but od with ſamech. | 


P 2 
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plainly ſhews the fallacy of what you have 


advanced: and what truth there is in 
70 aſſertion. . 


YL 


— thews 
mind cultivated in ſcience, And was not 
Maſes, to whom this book is aſcribed, 2 
man of ſcience ? Is it not allowed on al 
hands, that Moſes was inſtructed in all 
che learning of the Egyptians, who were 
well acquainted with arts and ſciences, 
and who had addicted themſelves to the 
ſtudy of aſtronomy f in the carlieſt ages ? 
But you ſay, Ibe aſtronomical names, 
0 Pleiades, Orion and Arcturus, are Greek, 
g and par Hebrew names; and as it docs 
from any thing that is to be 


4 


ted the names as they 


one . that-the book 
to be the 


production of 2 


in the Bible, that the Jews knew 
any thing of aſtronomy, or that they ſtu- 
died it, they had no tranſlation for thoſe 
names in their own language, but adop- 


found them in the 


| Pbem f. Now it is manifeſt from the 
i 8 chat the Jeus were acquainted 


"PR 


38. 


11 * 
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- 


; with aſtronomy, and ſtudied it; See Exod. 
Xii. 2. This month hall be unto 

the beginning of months: it all be the 
firſt month of the year to you. As their 
months were from theneeforward- to be 


: ſhort of the folar year, eleven days, ſome 
few hours and minutes, and as they were 


in the vernal equinox; they conſequently 
. were obliged to make intercalations; as 
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lunar months, their year of courſe” fell 


commanded to celebrate the paſſover in 
the month Aviv,“ and which ſhould'be 


otherwiſe, the feaſt would be anticipated 


eleven days every year; ſo that in tbe 
ſpace of thirty three years, it would be 41 
— backward 2 te” the ſeaſons 1 
of the year, as is the caſe in Turkey; it 15 
therefore is plain, that when Moſes ap- Mi. 
pointed this ſort of year, they were oblig- 1 1 
ed to ſtudy aſtronomy. See what your © 
favorite Hebrew commentator, Aben — , 1 | 
ra; ſays on the ſuhject, Exod: xii. g. &c. Rl 1 
See alſo Abarb. and R. Levi Ben Ger- N 


fliom, in Loc. ? | | 
"You aſſert. Lat he names of the con- q 
ſtellations Pleiades, Orion, and Ardurus, 


* Exod. xxiii. 15. xxxiv. 11 & Deut- xyii 2. 4-8 


* 
* 2. 
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are Greek names; but did you ever con- 
ſult the original? if you had, you would 
have found that the names of the conſtel- 
lations mentioned in Job, are as unlike 
the Greek names which ſtand in the com- 
mon tranſlation (the only one ou are 
able to. read) as poſſibly can be: for the 
word Arcturus, is v Off, that render. 
cd Orion is #02 ? Fetſel, and that ren- 
dered Pleiades is e keema. By this, 
the commoneſt reader, and the meaneſt 
capacity may plainly ſee, how unfounded 
your objection is, and with what hefita- 
tion they ought to admit any of your 
— 4 | The- preceding piece of falſe 
erxmiciſm, may be attributed to your igno- 
rance; but to what ſhalt we attribute 
what follows z * We know nothing of 
what the ancient gentile world (as it is 
called) was before the time of the Jews, 
whoſe practice has been to calumniate and 
dd the e han all other nati-⸗ 


10 is Thiiah | Xiii. 10. we meet "with deb 
And their confeellations. , gd ſome think that $102 
beef} dendtes ſcor ion. See Jarchi, Aben Ezra, 
HOT Abarbanel; nord & 2999 22 | 
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ons; Kc. —It appears to have been their 
{the heathen) cuſtom to perſonify both 
virtue and vice, by ſtatues and images, 

as is done now.a- days, both by ſtatuary 
* by painting; but it does «de follow 
from this, that they worſhipped them any 
more than we do.“ : Is not this curious 
apology for the heathen's idolatry, made 
with à view to blacken and calumniate 
the character of the Jews, and their ſa - 
cred books, becauſe theſe books clearly 
ſhew that they did worſhip them ? See the 
different accounts given in thoſe Books of 
the abominable worſhip of the ancient 
Egyptians, Babylonians;. Dc. But 'be- 
heve not thoſe books; read profane au- 
thors (as they are called), and you will 
find that the worſhip of images was uni- 
verſal. Did not * Sabians w ima- 
ges“? Did not the Romans worſhip the 
Gods? Did not the Grecians worſhip 

images? Did not the Epheſians worlkip | 


* Anciently all the idolatry of the wkti'wes dh 
vided * $a two ſects: viz. the wor/hippers of _ 
images, who were called the $2bians, and the wor- 
ſhippers of fire, who were called the Hagians. See 
Mum. in Morch Neruchim, ; 
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the great goddeſs Diana ? In ſhort, there 
Was not an ancient nation that was not 
guilty. of idolatry, either by image wol- 
Mip, or that of the heavenly bodies, 
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are; moral, others are very revengeful.— 
It is, however, an error, or an impoſiti- 
on to call them the ꝓſalms of David; they 
are à collection, as ſong · books are now. a- 
days. But had ycu been in the leaſt 
_ acquainted with the writings of the He- 
Þrews," whoſe books you have attempted 
to criticiſe with ſuch aſperity, you would 
have known” that they held tbat David 
did. not compeſe the Whole of Pſalms, 
ad ſome: axe inſerted therein that were com- 
poſed hy Adani, Melebiſedect, Abraham, 
Mefe 80 „Heaman, Feduthun, - Aſt aph, and 
the three ſons of NKerabt, but they are 
called che Palms of David, becauſe he 
compoſed the major part of hem; and 
they are wonderfully inſtructive, as being 
every Where full of the” praiſes of God, 
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T This is che opinion of all the encient Rabbins, 
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che remembrance of his loving kindneſs 
to himſelf, as alfo to the nation; beſides 
moral precepts, and ſuch ſentiments ag 
are adapted to make a man good and haps! 
py in every ſtation of life. 

But why did you not conſult the He- 
brew commentator Aben Ezra on the 
ſubje&t ? If you had, you would have 
found that in his preface to Pfalms, he 
is decidedly of opinion that the Pſalmg 


are not a collection of ſomgs, as you fool-' 


iſhly aſfert ; but ſacred hymns; ſeveral 
of which are prophetical ; (as I ſhall ſhew 
at large in my Hiffertations on the Pro- 
phecies, the ſecond Volume of which is 
juſt publiſhed) and that they all were 
written by wTÞ1 MM the inſpiration“ 
of the holy ſpirit : and that David was a 
prophet. How you, who are fuch a mis. 


nute enquirer after truth, came to. over- 


look this, which would have prevented 
your expoſing yourſelf to ridicule, I know 
not; but if it was owing to your not 


.P Thus allo 60 Mam. Moreh 1 part 
2d. chap. xlv. 35 


nd 1 bo Radix N. | & 
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finding in the writings of your infidel maſ. 
ters any traces of it, I really pity you; 
becauſe, your own ignorance utterly pre- 
cludes you from reaping any advantage 
from the writings of ſuch an eminent 
commentator, (as his works have never 
been tranſlated into our venacular tongue) 
eſpecially, as you ſeem to have a great 
deference for his opinion: and which 
muſt certainly be a very great misfortune 
to you, as it expoſes you to commit ſuch 
* egregious blunders, as muſt render you 

truly. contemptible. 

The Proverbs of Solomon, you eſteem 
a jeſt book, but this is nothing extraordi- 
nary; for if the Pſalms of David is eſtcem- 
ed by you a ſong book, why may not 
Proverbs be a jeſt book ? However, if 
you had pd Aben Ezra on the ſub- 
ject, he would have taught you better. 
He would haye taught you, that * this 
part“ is admonitory; and acquaints us 
With the exalted degree of the eternal 
wiſdom, for by it, the world was called 


For be divides the book into four {rs 3 3 and 
ishere {peaking of the ſirſt part. 

+ As Solomon ſays, chap. ii. 19. 40 The Lord 
by wiſdom bath — the _ % Ec. 
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into exiſtence from nonentity : he there- 


fore admoniſhes vs to adhere to it, and to 


turn aſide from the abominable woman: 
he alſo inſtruds 26, to deſtroy the fooliſh 
appetites incident to creatures formed of 
matter; and thus preſerve alive the im- 
mortal ſoul.“ This fir, is what he would 


have taught you; and can you perceive 


any jeſt in all this? But ſtop, hear Solo- 
mon himſelf, The fear of Jehovah, is 
the beginning of knowledge, but fools 


deſpiſe wiſdom and inſtruction.““ This, 


ſir, is no jeſt; but if contrary to all the 
rules of right reaſon, you ſhould ſtill per- 
ſiſt in aſſerting it to be a jeſt, I ſhould not 


ſeruple to pronounce you in carne to be 


one of thoſe fools that . deſpiſe wiſdom 
and inſtruction.““ Let us proceed, My 
ſon, hear the inſtruction of thy father, 


and forſake not the law of thy mother.“ 


That is, next to God, let me adviſe thee, ' 
my fon, to reverence thy parents: and 


not only to hearken unto thy father when 


he inſtructs thee in the fear of God, or 


tells thee thou haſt done amiſs; but alſo 
to let thy mother's commands be a Jaw to 
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thee. And happy would it "LM been fer 
thavy, had 55 atended to this admo- 
nition; in which I am ſure you can ſee 


no jeſt; Again, My ſon, it finners en- 


tice” thee, conſent thou not.” My ſon, 
walk not thou in the way with them: 
refrain thy foot from their path. Fer 
their feet run to evil and make haſte to 
ſhed blood,” &c. Theſe are a few of tlie 
proverbs of Solomon, contained in the 
fivſt chapter | of Solomon's 8 jeſt bock.” 
I imagine they are rather too grave to 
cauſe; merriment.; but they may be of 
great ſervice in making a perſon wiſe and 
virtucus. Pity you did not read this jeſt 
book through. with becoming attention: 
if you had, it would have taught you to 
8 Be. not wiſe in thine; own eyes: but 10 
tear the Lord and depart from evil.” 
The. book of Ecclgſiaſtes“ you fay, is 


written as the ſolitary refſections of a 


worn out anche, ſuch as Solomcn 


Bl. Solon Was called & ( which proper- 
7 q notes an afſewbler ; from the Radix dd which 
lee 5 Lingua Sacra) on account of the wiſdom 
which was centred in him, Ges: Aben *., and 
Jarchly E Ec: N 


% 
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was, - who looking back on ſcenes he can 
no longer enjoy, cries out, All rs vanity!”'® 
Attend now to the words of Aben Ezra, 
who-after ſhewing the difference between 


good and bad actions, &c. and that every 
man finds bis own way phre in bis own 


bt; obſerves, << But the Lord God of 


iſract ſtirred up the ſpirit of Solomon his 


beloved, to explain acceptable words, and 


to teach us the path of re&irude,” &c. 
And indeed; the whole work is uniform, 
(though there are many detached ſenti- 
ments and proverbs interſperſed) and con- 
fined tio one ſubjeck; viz. the vanity c of 


the” world, which is exemplified by the 


experience of Solomon, introduced in the 
character. of a perſon inveſtigating a very 
cult queſtion; examining the argu- 


ments on Both ſides, and at length diſen- 


gaging himſelf from an anxious 2 doubt- 
ful difputation, by obſerving, Let. us 
hear the-concluſion of the whole matter, 
Fear God, and keep his commandments : : 
tor this is the whole duty of man.“ T 


x Eck 2 x. 13. 


—— 
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As to Solomon's ſins and debaucheries, 


with which you wiſh. to blacken his _wri- 
tings, they are ſo far from derogating 
from the purity: of his doctrine, that all i; 
vanity, but the fear and love of Ged, that 
on the contrary, they ſtrongly enforce it; 
by teaching us the following important 
truths. Firſt, not to flight, the command 
of God; for as we find it. commanded, 
that the king ſhall not multiply wives 
to himſelf, that his heart turn not away.“ 
Solomon, by lighting this commandment, 
actually fell into the crime foretold as the 
conſequence of the breach of it. Second- 
ly,.that though he was ſo great and wiſe 
a King, yet was he immediately ſeverel) 
puniſhed for his fins, by having the king- 
dom rent from him, and given. to Jerobo- 
am; and which is a manifeſt proof, of the 


divine, ſuperintendancę of the actions of 


mankind,, however high and exalted their 
ſtation: and which ought to make us all 
extremely cautious of offending the moſt 
high in any degree whateyer. , _ 
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You fay Solomon's Songs are amorous 
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and "fooliſh enough, but which wrinkled 
fanatic iſm has called divine. —T hope "Ou 


da not account Aben Ezra a wrinkled 
fanatic. Now he is decidedly' againſt you,” 


far he ſays, This poem is an entire ſa · 
cked Alle gory. It commences at the time 


of Abraham, and extends to the time of 
(if S. 


the-Meſhah * and which deſcribes 
may uſe the expreſſion) the comugal uni- 


o of God with the Jewiſh Church: 
which, as à pecuhiar people, having been 


ſclected by Him Bok: among all nations; 
he had (as it were) ratified his choice By” 
a ſolemn covenant.” This is the ſolemnm 
ec pad ſo frequently celebrated by al- 
moſt all the Ps writers under the fame. . 
image; and who have therefore compar. 
et nation's committing idolatry, to a 
wottary being guilty of adultry towards her 
biſband.” He alſo ſays, © Far be it, far 
be it from us, to imagine that the ſong of 
beuge contains any thing amorous, Bu 
entirely figurative.“ Thus 


tumble ſtep by ſtep, till at laſt, 1 Ar wh 
Excuſe 


von will fall, and rife no more. 


my freedom, but Eb my patience is al- 
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moſt exhauſted ; I am quite weary of 


_ wading through ſuch a farrago of nonſenſe, 


. ſutility, and indecent levity. 


ow muſt the Hebraiſt ſmile,” to hear 


you with an air of importance, violently 
declaiming againſt the compilers of the 
Bible, for the placing .of Solomon's ſong 
aſter Eccleſiaſtes, &c, as any little Jew 


{chool-boy, could have told you, that they 
are not placed thus in the Hebrew Bible. 
There, the arrangement is as follows, 


Fit, the Pentateuch Second, the for- 


mer Prophets, viz. Joſhua, Judges; Sa- 


muel, and kings: Third, the latter pro- 
phets, Iſaiab, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Hoſea, 
Joel, Amos, Obadiah, 


- 


Proverbs, Job, Song of ſongs, Ruth, La- 
mentations, Ecclefialtes, . E | 
Ezra, Nehemiah, and Chronicles. Hence, 


you may alſo · perceive the futility of your 
obięction concerning the term greater and 
eee 
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Jonah, Micah, 
Nahum, Habakuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, 
Zechariah, and Malichi: Fourth, the 
Hy giography, which contains,  Pſalms,-. 


her, Daniel, 


bung 
ſtroll 
to her 
Is it ti 
ry,? C 
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tians in general, {though I ſuppoſe, they 
only mean the ſize of the books) but 
had you ever ſeen. an Hebrew Bible, 
you would have known that there is no 
ſuch thing in jt, as /e/er and greater pro- 
phets; as they are all included in the 
term latter prophets; and are enumerated 
thus, Iſaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and the 
twelve: becauſe they are all included in 
one book, by the Jews... Are you not 
aſhamed; now of your miſplaced wit? 

Alas]! What a lamentable ae is 18. 
norance! 

The book of Ruch, you call * an idle, wh. 
bun gling ſtory, fooliſhly told about a 1 
F ſtrolling country girl creeping ſlily to bed. 0 
do ber couſin Boaz. Is this fair criticiſm? | 
1 Is it truth? Does-it-appear'ſo from hiſto- Mt i 
ry.? On the' contrary, we ſind that the » 'F 4 
was no ſtrolling girl; and it is very baſe WA 
in yon thus to traduce her character. "vn 
She had been married ten years, and be- 46 
ing left a widow without children, and U 
fully bent on renouncing the idolatry of N 
her native country, ſhe accompanied her = 
mother in law, back to the land of Iſrael : 1 
there, her- mother en ber of tte 0 
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right ot redemption- which ſhe had, ac- 


cording to the law of Ifracl; among whom 


ſue ras now incorporated. She therefore 


inſtructed her how to act, in order to 
break the matter to Boaz, and to claim 
his protection; for which reaſon; ſhe laid 


herſelf den at the foot of het aged kinſ- 
man's bed; and roſe up as innocent as 


ſhe laid down, and with an high encomi- 


um on her virtuous “ behaviour. She 
 wasiafterwards married to Boaz, and ac- 


knowledged- by allher neighbours, nay, 
by all the __ to be a ſtriftly virtuous - 
Woman: and it is ta be preſumed, that 


they moſt certamly were better acquaint- 


chaithhericharaRer, than you poſſibly 
canche⸗ As to its being ealled the word 


of. God, hear en eee Be. 
cauſe David was the root of the kingdom 


of Ifrach; his genealogy was writvent it in the | 


ſacred books. | 
Vou obſervef, 1. Madam Pfther 
thoughrit:any honour: to offer herſelf as 


a kept: Miſtreſs to Ahafuerus,“ &c, but 
pray Sir, where did you. find that F{ther J 


® Chap. 1011. q P, 37. 


% 
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offered herſelf ? Not in the hiſtory /I am 1 
ſure: for according to the account mere, -- 18 
„She was taken to the king's houſe, to 15 
the cuſtody of Hagai, keeper of the wo- | | 
men*.” _ Whence, I apprehend, it was | 
as much againſt her inclination to'enter 4 
the king's ſeraglio, as it was yours to en- | 
ter the Luxembourgh. And Aben Ezra q 
aſſerts, „that ſhe was ſeized by force.” | 


Thus alſo Jarchi (Vide in Loc). I he 
book clearly points out the particular 
providenee of God in the care of his pe- 
culiar. people: and a © manifeſt proof of 
its 'authenticity,” is the celebration of the 
feaſt of Purim ( in alluſion to pur the Tot) 
by the Whole nation to this day, in com- 
memoration of the great and wonderful de- 
liverance which God wrought for them, by 
means of Efther and Mordecai. 
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SIIAII. now. INLINE to take notice 
. what you obſcrve concerning Iſaiah, 
and the other prophets. You ſay“, Who- 
er will take the trouble of 4 5 the 
book aſcribed to Iaiah; will find it one of 
th e moſt wild and diſorderly. compoſitions 
eier. put to ether: it is. One continued, 
incoherent, bomba rant, full of ex- 
avagant metaphor, without application, 
and, deſtitute of meaning; a ſchool boy 
would. ſcarecly have been excuſable for 
writing ſuch ſtuff,” I really know not 
which moſt to admire, your ignor ance, or 
preſumption. 1; Whoever will take the 
trouble, &. I fir, have taken that trou- 
dle; nay, have commented on a great 
part of id (Ste my. Difſertations on the 
prophecies. vol. lit. 7 IId.) and am allowed 
fy have ſome little ne in the lan- 


p. 43. 
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age in which it is written: but have not 
Bund it to be“ ſuch ſtuſf, as you aſſert 
it is. On the contrary, I have found the 
dition pure; the ſentiments grand and 
ſublime ; and the imagery ſtrong and 
beautiful. Vou compare, * the burden 
of Babylon, the burden of Moab, &c. tq 
the ſtory of the knight of the burning 
mountain,“ &c. But if you had read the 
burden of Babylon with attention, and 
compared. it wich its preſent ſtate, as I 
have done, L doubt not but it would have 
made as ſtrong an impreſſion - on your 
mind, as it has on mine; eſpecially, if you 
conſider that this prophecy was delivered 
near two hundred years before its com- 
pletion: and that the 'captivity of the 
Jews, for which the Babylonians were ta 
be thus puniſhed, did not fully take place 
till about one hundred aud chirty years 
after the delivery of this prophecy : that 
the Medes, who are expreſsly mentioned 
(chap. xiii, 17.) as the principal agents in 
the overthrow of the Baby loniſi monar- 
chy, by which the Jews were releaſed | 
from that captivity, wete at the time of 
the m_ of this prophecy an * 
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derable people; having been in a ſtate of 
anarchy ever fince the fall of the great 
Aſfyrian Empire, of which they formed a 
— under Sardanapalus: and did not 
become a kingdon under Dejoces till a- 
bout the ſeventeenth year of Hezekiah, 
The exact completion of prophecies like 
theſe, plainly thew from whom the pro- 


phet received them; from him, to whom 
All things are known; he therefore, chal - 
lenges the falſe gods to come forth, and 
give evident demonſtration of their fore. 
knowledge and power, by foretelling fu- 


ture events. Let them approach, and 
tell us the things that ſhall happen; the 
things that ſhall firſt happen, whit they 
axe, let them tell us; and we will conſider 
them; and we ſhall know the event; or 
declare to us things to come hereafter. 
Tell us the things that will come to pals 
in latter times: then ſhall we know, that 
ye are gods.“ In oppoſition to this, the 
true prophet of the true God, as an cui. 
dent proof of the truth of «hat he had 
e fays, © The former ' prediftions, 


1-# Iſiah xli--22, - 
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ſo! they are come to, paſs: and new 
ents I now declare: before they ſpring 


forth, T make them known unto you.” 25 


This, Sir, is the teſt of prophecy; it is 
this that diſtingniſhes the burden of Ba- 
bylon,” the burden of Moab, &c. from 
thoſe” fooliſh tales that you ridiculouſly 
wiſh to compare them with. And, in 
truth, there cannot be a ſtronger or more 
convincing proof of the truth of prophe- 

„ and the accompliſhment of future e- 


vents ſo foretold, than this poſition : for 
if the former prophecies were exactly ful- 
filled, it is an earneſt of tlie completion 


of the future events ſo predicted. And 
yet, in defiance of ſuch clear evidence, 


you aſſert, that the laſt verſe of the for- 


ty fourth,- and the beginning of the for- 
ty fifth chapters of Iſaiah were written 
at lealt an hundred and fifty years after 


Iſaiah was dead: and are“ a compliment 
to Cyrus, who permitted the Jews to re- 
turn to Jeruſalem from the abylonian 
captirity, to rebuild Jeruſalem and the 
TOLD! as LEAR! in Ezra.“ And as a 1 ö 
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of this, you quote theſe two verſes; but 
herein you have acted very unfairly ; for 
vou ought to have began at verſe 24th. 
of chapter xlivth, as it is there that the 
8 commences, „ "Thus faith the 
ord, thy redeemer; cven he that form- 
ed thee from the womb : I am the Lord 
who, maketh all things; who ſtretched 
out the heavens alone; Who ſpread the 
firm earth by my ſelf: 1 am He, who 
fruſtrateth the plat of the impol- 
tors, and maketh the diviners mad; who 
reverſeth the devices of the ſages, and 
infatuateth their knowledge: Who eſta- ſer va. 
Hliſheth the word of his ſervant: and ac- van 
compliſheth the counſel of his meſſengers: % 
who ſayeth to Jeruſalem, Thou ſhalt be herd 
inhabited, and to the cities of Judah, ye by fa 
ſhall be built; and her deſolate, places ! built 
will reſtore.” Thus he ſhews the return tions 
of the nation from the Babylonian capti- to hi: 
vity, according to bis prediction; in oppo- faſt b 
ſition to that of the prognoſticaters and due x 
diviners ; whoſe wiſdom aud counſel God loins- 
fruſtrateth, but eſtabliſbeth the word of e 
his ſervant. In the next three verſes, he 
Mews the deſtruction of Babylon; the 
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manter it is to be taken, and by whom. 
« Who fſayecth to the deep „Be thon waſt⸗ 
ed; and T will make dry hep rivers? By 
this figurative language, the prophet ſhews 
the taking of Babylon by Cyrus, who 
| drained off the waters of be Lata 
| which ran through rhe city of Babylon, by 
means of which, he marched his troops by 
night along the bed of the river into the 
) heart of the city,“ and ſurpriſed it, The 
. prophet then ſhews by whom'it ſhould be 
) thus conquered ;” and for what purpoſe: 
4 eren for the ſake of Iſrael, God's choſen 
. ſervants; that all might know that. Jeho- 
- vah alone was God, and none elſe.— 
> * Who fayeth to Cyrus, who is my ſhep- 
e herd? and he ſhall fulfil all my pleaſure: 
by ſaying to Jeruſalem, Thou halt be 
built; and to the temple, Thy founda- 
tions ſhall be laid. Thus faith: the Lord 
to his anointed, to Cyrus, whom I hold 
faſt by tlie right hand: that I may 'fub- 
due nations before him; and ungird the 
laat of Ways: of, chat 1 may pen. before 


* e 1 N 178,299. & 8 1 
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him ihe aakes ; and the gates: ſhall pet 6 
be (hut... 1 will go before thee, 


make the. crooked places trait ; the — ſec; 
of - braſs will I break in pieces}, and the tha 
bars. of,iron will I cut aſunder, And! by 1 
will give unto , thee the tr caſures} of this 
4 ok To ; e Or 
The goto of Babylon within the city, lead. Conc 

from ſtreets to the river, were providential- and 


. left open, M ben Cyrus's forces entered the city Ezra 
in the night through the channel of the river, in Perf 
„ difordes 'oceaboned by::the t feaſt 
which was then celebrated: otherwiſe, ſays Hero. ven 
2 (Lib. 1,491, ), the Perfians would = been Kc. 
mut up in the river, and taken as in a net, and all << By 
deſtroyed. © And tbe gates of the palace were im- done 
prudently opened by the king's otders, to enquire | 
what Was ba cauſe. of the tumult without, — the dents 
two. parties under Gobryas and Gadatas ruſhed in, 


W -: poſſeon | of { wh palace, and Dew, the king, ? | 


op. Cyro 
Hei otus k (1. bo. J n the val al round Partcy] 
there Are an hunde d gates all of braſs ; and ſo, in when tl 


lik mapner, are the ſides agg ver 6 The Ih ka, 
thip the city,” ope to. the tiver from, the fere: yrop.., 
res, hk Wait of brass; as were allo WF account 
e temple of Belus. Ibid. 1. 180. 18. WM N Cyry 

- 2+ Sardis and Babylon when taken by Cyrus, WF into poy 
were the wealthieſt cities in the world. Crofis and twe 
egchrated beyond all the kings of chat age for bi wa the 
„ Caf 


riches, gave up bis treaſures to Cyrus, with an en, 


xf Tara my 
darkneſs, and the ſtores deep hidden in 


by thy name it the God of Iſrael.“ By 
this, God ſhewed that it was not by his 


own power that Cyrus atchieved all his 


d. eonqueſts, but by the div ine aſſiſtance: 
U and which Cyrus himſelf acknowledged; 
1) Ezra i. 2. „ Thus ſaith Cyrus, king of 


| ven me all the kingdoms of the earth 37? 
cen Kc. Not as Sennachetib;” who ſaid, 
a By the ſtrengih of my band have 1 
me done it; and by my wiſdom, for Lam pru- 
* dent“; &c. For which the prophet de- 
Nen [706 2 nnn 
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at account in writing of the whole, ednta'ninf the 


und Wl partculars with which each waggon was loaded, 


,, h en they were carried away, and which were de- 
pares livered 10-Cyras at the palace of Babylon. Xenoph. 


Cyrop. lib. 7. p. 50g. 55. According to Pliny's * 


allo account { Nat, Hic. 33. 15.) of the wealth taken 
18. J Cyrus: in Alfa, the gold and filyer, converted 
yrus if into pounds Iterling, would amount to one hundred 

Aus ud twenty fix millions, two hundred and went 
r his boar thoufaund pounds. Brerewood, De Poder“ 


bas "I 
ad} Cap. 0. 11 5," ; 
inn en 


ſecret. places: that thou mayeſt knorr 
that I am the Lord; He that calleth thee 


7 Perſia, the Lord God of heaven hath gi- 
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 mounced,(his.deſtruftion ;; and which was 
fully accompliſhed. Nor yet like Nebu- 
chadyezzar, - who. ſaid, 1 will aſcend 
above the heights of the clouds; I will be 
like the moſt, high.“ For which blaſ- 
phemous expreſſion, that dreadful ſentence 
contained in the following verſes was pro- 
nounced againſt him and his poſterity: 


and which, was likewiſe accompliſhed in 
every particnlar. But Cyrus was fully 


conyinced, that he owed his victories to 
3 to whom alone hie aſcribed all his 
degeſſes; more eſpecially, as he was aſ- 


ſured, that the God of Iſrael, had called 


him by name, near two hundred years be- 


fore His birth, that he might know that 
he was Jehovah, the God of Iſrael; and 


that he did not make him thus eu | 


and vittorious for his ſake; but for the fake 


of his choſen. Ifracl, as in ver. 4. &c. 
«Far the lake of my ſervant Jacob, and 
ts Hrael, my choſen; I have even called 


ab thy 5 Þ ave ſirnamed thee, 
thong! thou haſt not known me. I am 


| the Lord, n beſde x me there 


© ®Thiiah xiv, 146; r ns." 
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od 1 bays Arbe ch6e; Af — \\{| 
thou haſt not known me. That they may 
know from the riSng of the ſun, and from 
the welt; that there is none beſide me: I 
am the Lord, and none elſe; Who form- 
eth the light, and createth darkneſs; 
ulbo maketh peace, and createth evil: I, 
Jchosah, am the author of all theſe 
chings.“ We now have a full view of 
ther prophecy, the truth of which is prov- 
ed by its full completion in every particu- 
lar; ſo contrary to the pretended ora- 
des and predictions delivered by the prog- 
noſticators, diviners, &c.— The prophet, 
in figurative language, alſo ſhews the 
manner in which Babylon was to be ta- 
ken; and that, though God had oalled 
Cyrus, and led him on to victory, &c. 
in ſuch an extraordinary manner, yet it 
was not for his merit, for he knew not 
the Lord: but the ſole end and purpoſe 
for Mhich: he was called, and thus exalt- 
ed, was ſor the fake of the God of I. 
racl's chofen pcople; and that he might 
know that the Lord alone formed all 
things ; contrary to the great principle of 
the Magian religion, which prevailed in 
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Perſia in the time of Cyrus, and in which 
be probably was educated, that there are 
two ſupreme, co- eternal, and independent 
cauſes, always acting in oppoſition to 
each other; one they called Light, who 
Was the author of all good; the other 
they called Darkneſs, & author of all 
Evil; that, when the good being Light 
dad che aſcendancy, then good and hap- 
pineſs prevailed among men; and when 
Darkness had the ſuperiority, then evil 
and miſery abounded. In reference, 
therefore, to this abſurd opinion, held by 
the;perſon (Cyrus) to whom this prophe · 
cylis addreſſed, God by his prophet, in 
the moſt ſignificant — aſſerts his om- 
nipotence and ſupremacy: I am the 
Lond, and none elſe; Who: formeth the 
ght and ereateth N ; abo maketh 
peace and ercateth evil: I Jehovah am 
he author of all theſe things. Declar- 
ing that thoſe powers, whom the Perſians 
Held no be! rhe original authors of good 
and eyilto mankind; repreſenting them by 
light and darkneſs, as their proper em- 
bleme, were no other than creatures. of 
| _ = Initfundanits which he employs 


* 
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got 
in bis government of the world, ordained, 


or permitted by him, in order to execute 
his wiſe and juſt deerces; and that there 
is no power, either good or evil, indepen- 


dent of the one ſupreme God, inſinite in 


power and in goodneſs. Now, is it poſſi- 
ble to conceive, that a. captive qew, in. 
tending to compliment Cyrus, the 


prince ia the world, ſhould be fo ſtupid, 
ſo devoid of all reaſon and common ſenſe, 


as to tell him, that the victories he had 


atehieved, and the conqueſts he had ob- 


tained, were not the effect of his wiſdom, 


prudence and valor; but were beſtowed 
on him by the God of Iſrael: à God 


whom he did not know: and that they 
were not beſtowed on him for his merit; 


becauſe he did not worſhip God, as he 


did not know him; but for the fake of 
God's choſen peopie, that they, through 
his means, might be releaſc from the 


captivity they were held in by the Baby- 


lonians; ſo that he was nothing more 
than a mere inſtrument in the hands of 
that God which he knew not; and _ 
alſo told him, that the Gods he wo . 


your” were no other ** 
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and that his religion was all a lie. This, 
I muſt confeſs, was à pretty way indeed 
70 compliment a great prince, ſuch as 
Cyrus; but that it ſhould procure from 
bim the deliverance of the captives, as a 
thankful acknowledgement that he owed 
All his power and greatneſs to God's infi- 

nite goodneſs und power, is altogether in- 

credible: and whoever maintains ſuch an 
abſurdity, ſhews either a weak head or : 
bad heart. 

Ne hat you! ſay 55 45. of 6 the 
ſudiedcraft of ſcripture- makers, in mak- 
ing every part of this romantic book of 

{ch6ot boy's eloquenee, bend to the mon- 
ſtrous idea of a ſon of God begotten by a 
ghoſt on the body of 'a virgin,” &c. I 
bave nothing to ſay, as it does not con- 
cern me in the defence of Iſaiab: becauſe, 
I am fully convinced, that the prophet 
never intended any ſuch thing; as I have 

ſhewn at large, in my Letters to Dr. Coo- 
A in anſwer to his; One great argument 

for che truth of Chriſtianity from a ſingle 
u f wi But, as you to Inga. af to 


CEE yl . mY Drielthy, Ye. cee t 


; 3 - a. Ann 4 
OLD TESTAMENT, 8 
prove from this paſſage, that lain was 


Da lying prophet. and an impoſtor, 1 
ſhall briefly ſtate the true intent and 


meaning 27 the prophecy; and ſhew that 


What he had predicted, was fully venhed 
in every particular. 

It muſt be obſerved, chat before * 
confederacy of the two kings againſt the 
houſe of David, they cach had warred 
ſeparately. againſt Judah; when Rezin, 
firſt carried away, a great multityde of 
them captive. to Damaſcus ; and after- 
wards the king of Iſracl alſo ſmote an 
hundred twenty thouſand of them in one 
day: and carried away two hundred thou 
ſand of them captive z but although they 
were made captives, yet were they not 
retained in captivity ; for the men of II 
racl being N by Als. Lord's pro- 

phet, the principal men, * © roſe up;;3 and 
took the captives, and with the ſpoil cloth, 
ed all that were naked, among them, and 
arrayed them, and cod them, and gave 
them to cat and to drink, and anointed 
them, and carried all the feeble of them 


e attd bropghe thew-to' fenen 
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che city of the palm. trees, to their bre. 
"threnp2*Chron; xxviii. 1 5. But now that 
they formed a league together, not for the 
eee making captives, or taking of 
| cities; butwith an intent of making 
an entire conqueſt of the kingdom of Ju- 
dah, "deſtroy; the houſe ' of David, aud 
_ another family on the throne ; it 
Jays, they „went up towards Jeruſalem, 
to war againſt; it.“ For though when 
they came up ſeparately againſt Judah, 


- 


Vd ſuffered them as the inſtruments of 


his vengeance, for their manifold fing, to 
prevail againſt them: yet, when that un- 
natural confederaey of J/rae! with the 
uncircumciſed was formed; and they plan- 
ned the total deſtruction of che royal 
houſe of David, God would by no means 
ſuffer it: they confequently could not 
prevail againſt it. And, becauſe the houſe 
of David was ſo greatly moved at this 
formidable confederacy ; (but which was 
Pros they” came uf ſepa- 
hy this ſir you may perceive that there was 
ſome humanity amongſt thoſe | Iſraelites, whom 


you; and your maſter, Voltaire, every where repre- 
{ent as a horde of batbarous brutes. 
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rately, and therefore is not mentioned in 
Chronicles) God commanded Iſaiah to go 
forth, and encourage Aha, by telling him 
that this ſcheme, hall not ſtand, neither 
{halt it come to pal.” And as a prodf of 


this, the prophet gave him the following 
ſign. HBehold the young woman hath 


donceived, “ and beareth a ſon, and hall 
call his name Immanuel. Butter and Ho- 
ney {hall he cat, at his knowing f ta re- 
fule the evil and chuſe the good. For 
before the child ſhall know to refuſe the 
evil and chooſe the good, the land ſhall 
be: forſaken; which hid abhorreſt be- 
cauſe of both its kings.“ This was fully 


accompliſhed, when the king of Aſſyria 


flew Rezinj; and Hoſea the ſon of Elah 
my Oye Thus - Was * bach 
8 


. 
A 0 


rt * "7 Is the ab . - by PIN 


£ 


= + At, bis knowing, Sc. The circumſtance. of | 


the child's eating butter and honey, was to denote 
i ſtate of plenty; and which was to ariſe from their 


deliverance; that was to take place before the child 


ſhould know to refuſe the evil, and chooſe the good, 


at Which time he was to eat it; and which was ag: 
wally the caſe, as I have plainly ſhewn above. 


| 72 King. Xvi. 9. F Ibid. xv. 30. 
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. fally, verified in every particular: for the 
prophet declared by the command of God fo 
that the above mentioned purpoſe of the Fa 
two kings, „ ſhall not ſtand, neither 


wall it come to paſs,” I now aſk you, 2 
Did it ſtand? Did it come to paſs ? Did hi 
they dethrone and deſtroy the royal houſe Js 

| of, David ? Was the ſon of Tabeal ever 5 
| wade king of Judah? No. On the con- G, 
| traxy, the. two. confederate kings were 2 
| both. cut off, be fore the child that was to 5 
be born, knew to refuſe the evil, and Joes 
| chooſe the good, exactly as the prophet 5 
| bad predicted. Hence it is manifeſt, that vid 
the kings not only. failed in their attempt, 105 
but were themſelves cut off; While Ahas Py 
continued; to xeign over Judah, and was ble 
peactably luceceded by bis ſon Hezekiah. unt 
Pray, Sir, who is now the lying prophet Frs 
| and impoſtor? I will not tay you have abt 
told a lie, but you have faid the thing kin, 
that is not true: and, 'therefore, think dirt 
the following words of the prophet pecu- w 
larly. applicable to yo: Wo unto them Ws: 
who callievil good, and good evil; who 1 25 


00 


carlknefs ; who put bitter for ſweet, and 
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ſweet for bitter. Wo unto them who 
are wiſe in their own eyes, and L see 
in their on conceit“.““ 

You charge Jeremiah with e geardiug 


hisf prognoſtications in ſuch a crafty man- 


ner, as to leave himſelf ia door to eſcape 
by, 5 becauſe he had ſaid, that thou 
God ſhould denounce the deſtruction o 

nation for its wickedneſs ; yet, if that * 
tion” ſhould repent, and return from its 
evil, the Lord would repent of the evil 
thar he thou ht to dq unto them; and 
vice verſa. This you call“ an abſurd ſub- 
terfuge, conſiſtent with nothing but the 
ſtapidity of the Bible!“ But in my hym- 
ble: opinion; it is highly iultracteez for 
undder che type of the potter's fathioning 


the veſfel as he pleaſes; is ſhewn, God's 
abfolute authority over all nations and 


Kingdoms, to regulate and alter their con- 


dition at his own diſcretion; and that he 
rewards asd puniſhes: them according to 
their deſert; It mult therefore be confi: 


ered as a warning to all nations, to be 
careful not to commit evil i in the fight 'of 


| " Tſai, v. 20-21. + p- 47 te 49, 
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the Almighty; and k ewiſe as an encou- 
ragement tothoſe ho have ſinned, to avail 
themſelves of God's merey, to repent and 
turn from their evil Nay; as was actually 
the caſe of the Ninevites: and as is plain 
from the whole tenor of the hiſtory of 
ebnen. e 1 
Tou nent bring forward an objection, 
which you have; borrowed-from Spinoza 
and others, conterning the diſordered 
ſlate of the book: but this does not affect 
the authenticity, nor the genuineneſs of 
che book of, Jeremiah; ſor although ihe 
_ erdenof time may not be every Where ob- 
ſerved g yet may it be accounted for, in 
ſuppoſing that Exra, or the men of the 
great Hhagogus, having found all the 
prophecies: of ſeremiah ſeparately, they 
collected; them together into ane book, 
ithout attending Hrictiy to the. order of | 
their proper places ; and yet. this may not 
Ray been the effect of chauec, but o 
_ ſome-canſe;known to the prophet aud 
hem, though tinkoogn, io us 3428, the 
learned Abagbanal has obſerved on the 
xxxvth chapter, which contains a prophe- 
cy exſtefsly fad to be delivered in" che 
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days bf: Jeboialum, and yet is placed aftet 


ſeveral that were delivered in the days of 


Zidekiah : hut the reaſon of this, appears 


to be as follows. When Jeremiah had 
written the preceding prophecy, coucern: 
ing their not ſuffering the bond- men an 
bond - women to go free According to the 
la of Moſes,“ and for which he denoun- 
ced a ſcvere ſentence againſt them; he 
thought proper to place immediately after 
it, the prophecy concerning the Recha- 
Doſs: 2 U obeyed their father's 
| and hen hei niade trial of 
ho dbeiLo ee. and offered them wine to 
drink, they refuſed it; alledgiug the ex- 
preſs prohibition of "their father.” By 
which, the prophethad'an opportunity of 


placing the bebe of the Jews to the 
divine command, in à much ſtronger point 


of view; by contraſting it with the obe- 


dience that the Rechabites paid to their 


father's command; and as is plain from 
the words of the prophet; ver. 3, 14," 

15. „Thus ſaith the Lord of hoſts, the 
* of Iſrael; go and ſay unto the men of 
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80 the book, it is all the fame, with contra- 
dition, bęcauſt two :different:accounts 
dard given of his impriſonment : but if you 
had attended tothe different accbunts with 

à candid eye, in order to come at truth, 


to different impriformentts was nothing 
can be mort obvious!ithan: that he was 


he was impriſoned ſeveral times; the farlt of -v hich 
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_ Judah): and the inlrabitants of Jeruſalem, 
Will ye vot receive inſtruction to hearken 
to my words? Zaith the Lord. The 
words: of Jonadab: the ſon of Rechab, 
which he gave in charge to his ſons, not 
to drink wine; bare been punctually per- 
formed, &c. But yr have not hearkened 
unto me, Sc. Then follows the ſeverc 
ſentence which: God had pronounced a- 
gaiuſt them for their diſobedienct, con- 
traſted with the reward he promiſed to 
beltow on the Rechabites for theirobedi- 

ence.” In: this manner, all the 

diſarder in che arrangement of the' bock, 
aht probably be accounted for. 3 


Tou alto. charge (p. 52.) the prophet, 


yewwould have found, that they recbrded 


twice” IRAN 12 firſt, j in the houſe of 
„The Rated Abarbanal ie of the optblon hat 


; 
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Jonathan che ſcrihe, as mentioned chap. 
Xxxvii. 1 5. and from which. he was Ebel, 
rated: by -Zedekiab; to the courtofs the 
; priſon, and had by his order a ſtated al- 
˖ lowance of bread, until all the bread in 
the city was pet: aud for having pub- 
{| licly dicted the deſteuckian of; Jeruſa- 
e lem, he was a ſecond time impriſoned in 
- WU the dungeon of Malchijah the king's ſong 
whence: he was:freed by the” interceſſion 
ef Ebed-melech; as mentioned chap.” 38. 
Phe different names in the twenty-firſt 
and mirtytcighch chapters, plainly ſhew 
chat they were different events; the one, 
wmmnzan account of thoſe that were fent 
with the meſſage from Zedekiah; the o- 
ther; of thoſe that heard him declare to 
the people the deſtruftion of: Jeruſalem : 
and fo far from the conference breaking 
off abruptly, at the tenth verſe of the 
twenty-firſt chapter, hat it is continued to 
the end of the chapter: for from verſe 
he third to verſe ſeventh, he aniwyers the 


AC N. 1+ Wt Sea Jn 


Was in the. . of Ichonkim; th': $ he has dg 


N and ſatisfactoi y proved from the diff:rent texts: an 
that which the an reader may feet in His comment on 
hick e xxxviith chaten“ 
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king; from verſe the eighth-to the tenth, 
hel peaks to the. people; and from verſe 
the cleventh to tie end, to the houſe of 

the king of Judah. NG Tan 1452s * 
Vouchſerve (p. 51) But the inftance 
in the laſt chapter (the li.) ſtill more 
glaring; e it cantams zu account 
of the ee en ot Jeruſalem, Which 
had been; already mentioned but this 
Adjection is fo futile, that 1 ſhould not 
have taken notice of it, werent not to ex- 
poſe its abſurdity; and to let your æadmir- 
ers ſec What à profound critic yqul are in 
ſacred lirctature ; for-it is amiverſally al- 
loved“ to have been added hy ſome one 
after Jeremiah's time, probably by Ezra 
and the men of the great ſynagogue, who 
reviſed the ſacred writings, and collected 
mu into one hody; as is plain from the 
: Thus far (are) the uordt Jere- 
n+" And which was, to-diſtinguiſh the 

preceding prophecies from -what fallows : 


which is nearly, the-ſame word for word, 
as it is recorded in the ſecond book of 


Kings, chap. XXIV, 18-20, and ch. . 


„ £ 1805 6 


** 3 41990. 
. * See Abelbase Ke. . 


3 — - 


OLD TESTAMENT. 214. 


together wich ſome few additions. And 
the- reaſon of its being placed here, was 
to ew, the complete and exact accom- 
pliſhment of the predictions of Jeremiah 
concerning the [Jewiſh nation: and che 
truth of the divine word of prophecy. 


I now proceed to take notice of à mat- 


ter of greater importance; namely, your 
charge againſt Jeremiah for his duplicity. 
That we may have à clear view of the 
force of objection, it is neceſſary to 


obſerve that ſeremiah, on account of his 
having pu blicly predicted the deſtruction 


of be. — bad been caſt by che prin- 


ces Uf Judah, who ſought his life, into 


a muy dungeon, as above ſhewu; and 
where he certainly would have periſbed, 


had not Ebed-melech taken compaſſion 


on Him, and ſpoken to the king in his fa- 


vour, ſayings; „ My lord, the king; theſe 


men have done evil in all that they 
have done to Jeremiah the prophet, whom 
they hade cauſed to be throw into the 


dungeon: and he is like to die for hun- 


ger in the place Where helis.““ On this 


repreſentation, the king ordered Jeremiah 5 


to be taken out of the dungeon; aud, 
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| ſhortly after, ſent fot him privately (See 
verſe 14.), and deſired him to conceal 
nothing from him; at the fame time 
binding bimſelf byun oath; that, What. 
ever the nature of his prophecy might be, 
he would not put him to death, nor de. 
liver him into che hands of thoſe men (the 
princes) that ſought his life. Jeremiah 
then ſhewed him God's purpoſe reſpect. 
ing the fate of Jeruſalem. When the 
conference was ended, the king; mindful 
of his oath to preſerve the life of the 
prophet, diſmiſſed him, ſaying, : Let no 
man know of theſe words, and thou ſhalt 
not die. But if the princes Hear that 
have talked with — and they come un- 
to thee, and ſay unto thee; Declare unto 
us now what thou haſt ſaid unto the king, 
hide it not from us, and we will not put 


thee to death alſo what the king fail 


unto thee: then ſhlt thou fay unto them, 
Epreſented my ſupphcation before the 
kings that be would not cauſe me to re- 
turn to Jonathan's” houſe to die there. 

Then came all the princes to Jeremiah, 
 ndaſked him; and he told them accord: 
idg to all theſe words that the king had 
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commanded. T On this, you obſerve 
a (p- $2) bb. Thee, this man of God, as 
eis called, could tell a lie, or very 
+ ſtrongly prevaricate, for certainly he did 
not go to Zedekiah to make his ſupplica- 
e, tions: neither did he make it.“ But you 
-. certainly miſtake, ſir; it is not ſaid that 
ze he went to make his ſupplication, but 
1 chat he preſented it. And as, it is men- 
g. il tioned-in the preceding chapter, that, in 
ne the conference with the king, he did make 
ul ſupplication to him, it is very probable 
he that in chis conference he renewed it: 
ng Wl eſpecially as we find that he continued in 
at che court of the priſon: but be this as it 
tray, I coutend that Jeremiall did not 
m. Pre uaricate nor tell à lie on this occaſion: 
\to I be :adted as every hongſt, prudent man 
would hae dane in his ſituation. LI 
knew; theſe men were his enemies, and 
ſought. his life; he, therefore, was un- 
der no obligation to tell the whole matter 
to ſuch men; he told them the truth in 
part, to fave his life; and that was ſuffi. 
cient... Morcover tlie king had command- 
ed him What he ſhould ſay,” and particu- 
ws e him to let no man know 


216 - DEFENCE OH. HE 


vrhat had —_—_ between them: he, there. * 
ford, as an obedient and dutiful Jubject, fo 
thought it his bounden duty to do as * h 


king had commanded him t if he had not fe 
you would have accuſed him of betraying a 
the king's confidence; eſpecially: as yon whe 
have already affixed a Ge on him of * 


Þis bemg a tramwory i: an 
But your next charge is of a ſtill more * 
1 for! vou zecuſe Jeremiah W (a 


_ - of delivering falſe predictions. In the el 


xxxivth chapter“ you ſay, (p. 53) © is a &01 
prophecy of Jeremiah to Zedekiah in theſe I ; 
Words, ver. 2. Thus faith the Lord, 75 
'Behold; I will give this city into the hands bet 
of the king of: Babylon, and will burn it © or 
with fire: and e halt not eſcape out Br 

of his hand, but thou'ſhalt ſurely be taken, I in 
And delivered into his hand; and thine W «1 


eyes ſhall behold the eyes of the king of phie 
Babylon, and he ſhall ſpeak with the 1 
mouth to month, and thou ſhalt go t wor 
ig Ter bear the wordof the ord, cell 
O AZeuetiab, Ring of Judah, thus ſaith the ver 
Lord, then Bal, not die by the ſiturd, bit og 
Shou: ſhalt die in peace; and with the burn y 


Inge of thy fathe , 1e former n, that 
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zb ere before the, ſo ſhall they burn odours 


for thee,'and will lament thee, ſaying, Ah, 


tord far have pronounced the word, 


faith the Lord.“ 
Now, inſtead of Zedekiah behold- 


ing the eyes of the king of Babylon, 
and ſpeaking with him mouth to. mouth, 


and dying 1a peace, and with the burning 


of odours, as at the funeral of his fathers 
(as Jeremiah hath declared the Lord him- 


felt had pronounced), the reverſe, ac- 
cording to the Ii. chapter, was the caſe: 


it is there ſaid, ver. 10. That the king 
of Babylon ſlew the ſons of Zedekiah 
befove his eyes; then he put out the eyes 
off 'Zedekiah, and bound him in chains, 
and carried him to Babylon, and put him 
in priſon till the day of his death.” — 


What then can we fay of theſe pro- 


phets, but that they are impoſtors and 
hars ?! can ſay, that there is not a 
word of truth in all that you have advan- 
ced; for the prophecy was fulfilled in e- 
very particular, as will be feen, by com- 
paring the words of the prophecy with 
the hiſtory... | St. | 
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THE, PROPHECY, THE HISTORY. 

„I u ill give this „Came Nebuza- 
city into the hand of radan, captain of the 
- the king of Babylon, guard, into Jeruſa- 


and he ſhall burn it lem, and he burnt 


with fire. And thou the houſe of the 
{halt not eſcape out Lord, and the king's 
of their hands, but houſe, and all the 
ſhalt ſurely be taken houſes of Jeruſalem, 
and delivered into arld all the houſes of 
his hand. And thine the great men burnt 
eyes ſhall behold the he with fire. But 
eyes of the king of the army of the Chal- 
Babylon, and he deans purſued after 
ſhall ſpeak with thee the king, and over- 
mouth to mouth. — took Zedekiahin the 
And thou ſhalt go plains © of Jericho: 
to Babylon. Yet and all his army was 
hear the word of the ſcattered from him. 
Lord, O 'Zedekiah, Then they took the 
king of Judah: king, andearriedhim 
Thus faith the Lord up unto the king of 
of thee, Thou ſhalt Babylon to Riblah; 
not die by the ſword, where he gave judg- 
but thou ſhalt die in ment upon him. And 
peace: and with the the king of Baby- 
burnings of thy fa- lon flew the ſons of 


A 


o 
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- THE PROPHECY. THE HISTORY, 
thers, ſo ſhall they Zedekiah before his 
burn odours for thee. eyes: Then he put 
| 27/1 - - -- out the eyes of Ze- 
dekiah; and the king 
of Babylon bound 
him in chains,” and 
carried him to Baby- 
lon, and put him in 
priſon, till the day 
of his death.“ Ch. 
lit, 8—13. 2 King. 
xxv. 5-9. See alſo 
' N 2 Chron. xxxvi. 19» 


Hence it is manifeſt, that Zedekiah 
did ſee the eyes of the king of Babylon, 
when he flew the ſons of Zedekiah 
before his eyes; and ſpake judgments * 
with him: that is, he upbraided hin 


with the perfidy of his revolt againſt him; 
as he had ſworn by God to him (See 2 
Chron. xxxvi. 13.): for which he put 
out his eyesf, and carried him to Baby- 


* "This is the literal ſenſe of the Hebrew. 

T The prophecy of Ezekiel concerning Zede- 
kiah, is very remarkable; (Chap. xii. 13.) And 
I will brivg him to Babylon to the land of the 
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lon, where he died in peace, as the pro- 


phet had predicted. He did not die in 
battle: neither was he put to a violent or 
ſhameful death: he died a natural death 
on his bed, thou 


gh in a priſon. Thus 
we ſee how the prophecy and hiſtory a- 
gree, and ſhew the fuil completion of the 
prophecy. And now, fir, what can we 
ſay of thoſe. who call Jeremiah a liar and 
ee but that they are baſe calum- 
niators? 

You alſo .affert*, that Jeremiah joined 
himſelf afterwards to Nebuchadnezzar, 
and went about. propheſying for him a- 
gainſt the Egyptians; Thus much for 
another of theſe Hing, prophets. But 
where did you find this? Surely not in 
the narrative that we have of theſe tranſ- 
actions: for there it is ſaid, © And the 
captain of the guards took Jeremiah, and 
{aid unto him, the Lord thy God hath 


Chaldeans; yet ſhall he not ſee it, though he ſhall 

die there.” How exactly was this accompliſhed, 

when the king of Babylon put out his eyes, and 

then brought him to Babylon! 80 that though 

he died there, yet he did not ſee it; 
„ 


5 How 
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"denounced this calamity againſt this place 
(no ſmall compliment to the truth of the 
prophet's predictions). If it ſeem good 


unto thee to come with me to Babylon, 
come, and I will ſet mine eyes upon thee.“ 
But he declined accepting this kind and 


friendly offer of Nebuzaradan ; and with 


a difintereſtedveſs, and true patriotiſm, 


(which perhaps you would have admired 
in any other man but a prophet) he re- 


turned to his diſtreſſed brethren, and 
when they were determined to go down 


to Egypt, he endeavoured to prevent 


them: telling them, according to the 
word of the Lord, that if they went thi- 
ther, the fword of which they were a- 
fraid ſhould overtake them there in the 
land of Egypt, and they fhould die there: 


| becauſe they diſſembled when they ſent 


him to enquire for them of God, © fay- 
ing, Pray for us unto the Lord our God; 
and aceording to all that the Lord our 
God fhall ſay, ſo declare unto us, and 
we will do. But ye have not hearkened 
unto the voice of the Lord your God. 
Now, therefore, ye ſhall know affuredly 
5 


e . —rvL. 
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that by the ſword, and by famine, and 
2 by peſtilence ſhall ye die in the place whi- 
| ther ye deſire to go to ſojourn (Jerem. 
xIii. 20-22.).“ But they {till perſiſting 
| in going to Egypt, forced Jeremiah along 
| with them. There indeed he propheſied 
againſt the, Egyptians, (as in their de- 
ſtruction, the Jews that were in Egypt 
were included;) and alſo againſt ſeveral 
other nations, particularly againſt the Ba- 
bylonians, without the leaſt regard or at- 
tention to. or from Nebuchadnezzar; bud 
Which is a plain proof of the falſity 0 
your charge againſt the prophet; wal 
the exact accompliſhment - of theſe p 
phecies are . ap evident 9 of of 
the truth of Jeremiah's prophetic ſpirit. 
Fou ſay (p. 54.) In the former part 
of the Age of Reaſon, I have faid that 
the word prophet was the Bible word for 
poct. I am ſufficiently juſtiſied in this o- 
nion, not only Tan e the books called 
oy prophecics are written in poetical lan- 
guage, but becauſe there is no word in the 
Bible except it be the word prophet, that 
deſcribes what we mean by; a poet.” 
I ſuppoſe then, fir, that you are pere 
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A inted with the Hebrew, and know 
that there is no word for poet in that 
language, but R 23 Nabee, which is al- 
- ways tranſlated a prophet. Well, and 
what then is the word for poem in the 
Hebrew ? It muſt certainly be 781 5 Ne- 
buab : but M822: denotes a prophecy, and 
not à poem. . TW Sheer, Sir, is the pro- 
per word for poem: in the Hebrew: whence 


. is derived ]’ Meſhoerear, a poet. It 
. mult alſo be obſerved; that the word & 2 

a prophet, is never applied to any but 
f ſuch as were ſent to the people to admo- 


t niſh and inſtruct them; for * n is pro- 
ö perly derived from NSW Vw 2 the fruit of 
f the lips (Iſaiah tvin, 19. ). And, there- 
fore, Moſes ſays in Deut. xvili. 15. 
The Lord thy God will raiſe up unto 
vou $'2.2 a prophet as I am from the midſt 
of thee, of thy brethren, unto him ye Uh 
ſhalt hearken: ond ver. 18, © will JW 
raiſe them up x21 a prophet from among 14 
their brethren, as thou art, and I will put if 
my words in his mouth,“ &c. % A 
prophet unto the nations have I conſtituted. | 
thee.“ (Jerm. i. 5.) And the Lord ſaid f 
unto, me, Go, Nan propheſy unto my ] 


"4 
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people,” (Amos vii. 15.) Whexce it i; 


manifeſt that the word $'2 properly de- 


notes a meſſenger fent with a propheſy; and 
which is the reaſon that the book of 
Daniel, though it contains prophecies of 


the utmoſt importance; many df which 


have been ſo exactly fulfilled ; that infidels 
have aſſerted, that the facts were prior to 
the predictions: yet it is placed among 
the Hagiographical books, and not among 
the prophetic : as I have ſhewn at large 
in Lingua Sacra, Radix * and where 
have allo ſhewn the true meaning of the 
words 817 Roeeh and mn Choezeb ; 
both of which in Engliſh denote a Seer ; 
and applied to ſuch as /azo a viſion of God, 
but were not ſent with any meſſage to the 
people, &c. From all which it is plain, 
that your criticiſm is falſe and fallacious; 


cowing to your extreme ignorance of the 


ſubje&'you pretend to treat of; and which 
mult ever render you contemptible in the 


eyes of every diſcerning reader. Alas! 


how are the mighty fallen! 
__ Your illiberal abuſe of the prophets 


and prophecies, (P. 54. 55.) the former 


ob whom you call © poetical- muſicab con- 
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ming: dreaming. ſtrowling-gentry;“ and 
the latter you conipare to “ fortune: tel- 
ling, calting inativities, predicting riches, 
forturiate or unfortuate marriages, conju- 
ring for loſt goods, &c. plainly ſhews, 
that you either have miſtaken their office 
and character, or what is worſe, wilfully 
miſrepreſent them: for their office was, 
to deliver to the nation, the commands of 
God, his promĩſes and threatenings 3 and 
20 admoniſh them to return to their duty, 
as the prophet ſays, And T have fent 
unto you all my ſervants, the prophets, 
riſing up carly and ſending, ſaying, Re- 
turn I pray you, every. one from his evil 
way, and amend: your doings,” &c. (Jer. 
XXXV. 1 f. beſides ſeveral other paſſages in 
the fame prophet of the like import.) In 
the! execution of this duty, they were 
frequently perſecuted; and which, theſe 
Holy men had foreſeen and expected as 
the reward of their labours; and there- 


tore, we generally ſee them take this pain- 


ful and weighty office on them very re- 
luctautly, and at laſt accept it merely in 
. to the repeated orders of hea- 

But, as Wen as they had accepted 
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It, and the burden of the word was laid 
on them, they. boldly: iſſued forth! before 
kings and people; upbraiding them for 
their idolatry and their crimes; and then, 
neither exile; nor chains, nor dungeons, 
could ſilence their noble indignation: but 
they ſuſtained all with the utmoſt forts 
tude. a” 
Tou next eh ele rahebets with bc- 
ing party men; and obſerve (p. 55.) 
This party propheſying ſhewed 'itlelf 
immediately on the ſeparation of the firſt 
two rival kings, Rehoboam and jeroboam. 
The prophet that curſed, or propheſicd 
againſt the altar that Jeroboam had built 
in Bethel, was of the party of Judah, 
Where Rehoboam was king; and he was 
way laid on his return home by a prophet 
of the party of Iſrael, who ſaid unto him, 
(2 King chap. xiv.) © Art thou the man «f 
Ged that came from Judah? and be ſail 
Jam.“ Then the prophet of the party 
of Uracl faid to him, I am a prophet al 
41 than art, (ſignifying of Judah) and az 
angel ſpale unto me by the word of. the 
Lord, /aying, Bring bim back with thee 
unt o thine houſe, that be may eat bread ard 
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Nrinł waler : but, Tag's: the 18th verſe, be 
lied unto him.” 

Ihe event, deer, according to the 
Rory, is, that the prophet of Judah ne- 


ver got back to Judah; for:he was found 


dead on the road, by the contrivance of 
the prophet of lſrael, who no doubt was 
called a true prophet by his own party; 
and the prophet of Judah a lying pro- 
phet.“ This charge is a molt abomina- 
ble falſehood, and plainly. ſhews your 
depravity. of heart. Was Shemaiah who 
admonithed Rehoboam to deſiſt from go- 
ing to war with Jeroboam, becauſe the 
thing was from God, a party prophet ? 
And if the prophet "that came from Ju- 
dah was a party prophet, and not a true 
prophet of God, how could he ſo exactly 
foretel what Joſiah was to do on the altar 
upwards of three hundred and fifty years 
after? And how came king Jeroboam's 
hand, which he ſtretched out to lay hold 


of the man of God, to be inſtantly dried 


up, and the altar rent, according to what 
he had predicted ? Theſe things you have 
thought proper not to mention, (an evi- 
dent proof of yaur candor. PR But you ay, 
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the prophet of Judah was killed by the 
contrivance of the prophet of Iſrael. Do 
you think then, that the prophet of the 
par . of Iſrael, was à maſter of — 
beaſts, and kept lions to deſtroy the pr 
phets of the party of Judah ? Indeed, Ge 
muſt-have been an admirable fellow; that 
could train his lions in ſuch a manner, as 
that they ſhould y the man and not ill 
be beqſt, nor d voun the cartaſs of the 
prophet (ver. 28.) To be ſcrious, 
not the deach of the prophet, aud he 
ſubſequent behaviour of the lion, teacl 
us, that the prophet was ſlain by the cx- 
preſs command of God, as it was foretold? 
But that which flatly contradicta your: al- 
ſertion is, the ,prophet of Hrael's fair, 
open, aud candid facknowledgment, that 
the prophet of Judah (as you call him, 
though without the leaſt ſhadow of truth, 
as L hall ew in my comment on ſcrip- 
ti re) was: à true prophet of God, not a 
lying prophet, as you baſcly and falſely 
aſſert. Hear his charge to bis fons, and 
take ſhame to yourſelf, for having. thus 
vilified the true {ſervants of God. When 
J am dead, then bury me in the ſepulchre 
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'q wherein the man of God it buricd ; lay 
my bones beſide his bones. For the ſay- 


ing which he cried by the word of the 


Lord againſt the altar in Bethel, and a- 


gainſt all the houſes of the high places, 
which are in the cities of Samaria, ſhall 
ſurely come to paſs.*”? Compare this with 
2 King. chap. xxiti. 16— 19. and you will 
be convinced, how. exactly this prophecy 
was fulfilled in every particular. 


Jehoſhaphat king of Judah, Jehoram: 
king of Iiracl, and the king of Edom, 


being engaged in a war againſt the king 
of Moab, you obſerve (p. 56.), * the 
ſtory ſays, they were in great diſtreſs for 
water, upon which- Jehoſhaphat faid, © J. 
there not a prophet of the Lord, that we 


may enquire of the Lord by him? The 


{tory then ſays, that theſe three kings 


went down to Eliſha (an high honour in- 


deed for que of, your conjurors), and 


when Eliſha (who as I faid, was a Judah- 


mite prophet) ſaw the king of Ifrael, - he 


ſaid unto him, What have T i do with 
tpee, get thee to the prophets of thy father, 


and ſo the prophets of thy mother. As the 


Lord of he/ts liveth, before whom 1 tand, 


ſurely, be re it not that I regard the pre- 


fence of dee "oe of Judah, I would 
el ST 
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rot locl towards thee, nor ſee thee.* Here 
is all the venom and vu garity of a party 
prophet.““ And here fir, is all the venom 
and vulgarity of an ignorant, impertinent, 
profane ſcoffcr. What! Eliſha a Judah- 
mite prophet ! Ha! ha! My good friend, 
vou mult go to ſchool: Eliſha a Judah: 
mite! Was Abelmaholah, the birth place 
of Eliſha, (1 Kings xix. 16. ) in the king- 
dom of Judah! ! Was Samaria, where the 
Prophet generally reſided, (2 King. v. iii. 
Vi. 32. &c.) in the kingdom of Judah ? 
Was' Eliſha à judahmite party prophet, 
when he diſcovered to the king of Iſracl 
the ſecret counſels of the king of Syria 
againſt him? Did he cver prophecy in, or 
concerning the kingdom of Judah? On 
the contrary, was he not always Jooked 
upon as the prophet of Trac! ? Did he not 
order one of the ſops of the prophet to 
- anoint Jehu king of Tfracl? And when E- 
; liſha lay on his death bed, it was got the 
king of Judah that came to him, but the 
king of Iſrael that came to ſee hitn ; And 


__ wept oper his face, and fad, O my father, 


wy. father! the chariot of Ira), and the 
Horſeinen thereof.“ (2 Kings xiii, 14.) 


This plainly ſhews that the king conſider- 
ed him, not only us a true prophet, but as 


* prihcipal prophet in Iſrael. 
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Now for the prophecy; yon fay, 
p. 56. T has ſaith the Lord, ** this al- 
ey full of ditches; which was juſt telling 


4 em what every country man might have 


old them, without either fiddle or farce, . 


tha the way to get water. was to dig for 
But this buffoonery, | 
% daſh'd and brew'd with lies, 


1 < To pleaſe the fools, and puzzleall the wiſe, „ 


is not a true repreſentation of the caſe; 
for the ditches. were not dug to get water 


by diggiag for it, but that they might bott 


the water when, <« without wind or rain, 


it ſhould miraculouſly come from another 


country; and “ behold there came wa- 


ler by the way of Edom, and the country 


mY filled with water.” Thus was the 


ophecy fully accompliſhed.” 

$ to what you. ſay concerning Eliſſia's 
cui ſing the little children, which you have 
borrowed from Voltaire“, I muſt obſerve, 
that the Hebrew word 0/792 tranſlated 
children, properly denotes lads, youths, 
c. and is frequently uſed to denote per- 
ons arrived at years of diſcretion :, as in 
Gen. \xxxvii. 3. Kli. 12. xlv. 20. &c. 
1 Sam. xxv. 5.9. &c. &c. As to the 
term dap here added, and tranſlated 


* Sex Philoſophy of Hiſtory, p. 205+ 


of a low degree: 
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Hulle, it is Alſo uſed in Hebrew to denote 


low, &c. ſo that the proper ſenſe is youths 
j. e. worthleſs young 
fellows. This will more plainly appear, 
when it is confidered that Bethel was the 


Kolatrous city, where the prieſts of Baal 


miniſtred to the calves of W and 
as they had heard of the aſeent of Elijah, 
and of Eliſha's fucceeding him; they ſent 
their diſciples in deriſion of them both, to 


to mock Eliſha; by ſaying, “ Go up. 


thou bald head,” Sc. for as Elijall was 
known by the deſcription of * àn hairy 
man, (2 King. i. 8.) they, to deride 
Rim, ſaid, Go up,“ &c. that is, thou 
Who art bald, why doſt thou not aſcend 
to where thy maſter the hairy man is 
gone? Seeing them thus deride both him 


; and his maſter, he, as the Lord's pro- 


phet, jealous for the honour of God, 
3 ble ſervants," curſed them; and has 
e not acted juſtly, his curſe would not 
have effected the deſtruction of the offend- 
ers; but God, Who knew that they de- 
Acrved death, miraculouſly ſent the bears 
ro deſtroy them, at the word of the pro- 
phet. I bis is the true ſtate of the caſe: 

und plainly ſnews how unjuſt is your illi- 


dental Pe as of this prophet, 
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hy calling him # conjuror, a curſer, and 


a har. * 

The books of Ezekiel and Daniel yon 
allow to be genuine; but ia order to diſ- 
eredit the authority of theſe books, you 


have formed a ſtrange and monſtrous hy- 


potheſis, ſor which there is not the leaſt 
foundation in choſe books. You ſuppoſe 
(p. 88.) that the dreams and viſions of 
Ezekiel and Dauicl were not tevelations 
from God; but a pretended, enigmatical 
correfpondence relative to the recovery of 
their country from the Babylonian: yoke. 
You allo ſuppoſe (p. 59.) that for men fi- 
tnated as Ezckiel and Daniel were; 
* ſcarcely any tag could be more abſurd 
than to ſuppoſe that fuch men ſhould find. 
nothing to do, but that ot employing their 
time and their thoughts about what was 
to happen to other nations, a thouſand or 
two thouſand years after they ſhould be 
dead. Then you ſuppoſe that men might 
take up the prophetic: office when they 


pleaſed, as they do any other trade or call. 


ing; and then lay it down again when 
they pleaſed; but this; every reader of the 
Old Teſtament knows to be falſe; for thoſe 
Hat were called to the prophelic office, 
Rad nd holde; they were obliged to obey 
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God's command, as above ſnewn. This is 
à manifeſt proof of your conſummate igna- 
vet: and impudence; and indeed, theſe 
ſuppaſitions are altogether fo abſurd, that 

: it 18 carcely credible, that any man in his 
Ms 'caſcs,, who had ever ſo little regard to his 
teputation, as an impartial inquirer after 

Uuth, ould adopt ſuch an hypotheſis: or 
that he ſhould have ſo little reſpeR for his 
. -adcrs, as to obuade. it on the world. 
Surely, fir, you muſt have conſidered your 
3caders as no better than. beads.of onions, 
| hen vou wrote this; no wonder then, if 

| Tadignation ſhould. prompt the e 

1 to r ut, 

It is not eaſy I coafeſs, 1 6 64-5 

me ba ffle fach a plate of braf OG 
LIP, 2 For, i In my Gays, IT aver did hear, . 
welt: « $0 inpugerit a ſopbifter  ' : 
{4 Lou ſay, P · 60. that Brekiel, Speaking; 
.of Egypt, chap. xxix. ver. 11. lays, NO 
"fect of man ſhall paſi tbroug hi it, ner foot of 
_beaft all paſs through: it: neither ſhall it 
be inbabited for ſorty gears. This is what 
never came to paſs, and conſequently it is 


falſe, us all the. books 1 have already re- 


"viewed" are.“ But this did come to pals, 
according 10 i figurative language of the 


"prophet for che expreſſion of the foot of 


man or beaſt paſſing through, denoted the 
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great deflation, that was to be brought 
on it: and that its trade, which was then 
carried on by caravans as it is at preſent, 
ſhould be totally deſtroyed for forty years, 
and which was fully accompliſhed, as the 
learned Abarbanal hasſhewn; for from the 
time that Nebuchadnezzar® conquered E- 
gypt till the ruin of the Babyfonian em- 
pire, was forty years. And had you taken | 
the pains to have looked a verſe or two - [ 
beyond where you quoted from, you would 
have ſeen the ſequel to this prophecy, ver. 
b, 15. And they ſhall be there a low 
kingdom. It ſhall be the loweſt of the king- 
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dms; neither ſhall it exalt itſelf any more | 

above the nations: that ihey rule not over 1 i 

the nations. This you. may perhaps call | 

an enigmaticabdream, or a viſion about the vv 

| recovery of EzekiePs country z or fay \ 

; downright, it is a lic.“ But every cans i 

1 Nea 1] ry 4 

f did, impartial perſon, will no doubt eſteem i 

t it a wonderful prophecy ; for though it is | 

t Bereſus and Megaſthenes, two heathen hiſt6ri- if 
8 ans, ho lived about chree hundred years before the 
1 Chriltian zra, bear teſtimony to the conqueſt of E- 
F-. gypt by Nebuchadnezzar; for, they fay, be conquer 
Sy ed great part of Africa, and took ſeveral. captives 
* from Egypt and carried them to Babylon: and that 
of he tranſplanted and ſettled others in Pontus, as bi- 


he ſhop Newtod has ſhewn from theſe hiltorians.. - | 
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_ Upmards of two thouſand yeats fince the 
delivery -of it, yet hath it been fulfilling 
From that time to this; as Egypt has i 
geveral been tributary and in ſubjection 
to [kraripers ; fix i was firſt eonquered by 
the Babylohians under Nebuchadnezzar ; 
Abd afterwards by the Perſians under Cy- 
rus, Camby ſes, &c. After the Perſiatis, i it 
became ubjeft tothe Macedonians; and 
afterwards to tle Romans, then to the 
Saratens, and then to the Mamalues: and 
now is a Provinee! of the Turi empire. | 
Thisis proved from Herodotus, Ne 
Se. Ser Newton on the proph. Diſſer. 12. 
Pour profane jeſt concerning Jonah and 

the pas ih“, ſcarcely: deſerves an an- 
wer hüt, as yu attempt to ridicule the 
prophets, and blacken their character 
thrpugh Jonah, it is neceſſary to ſay a few 
words; in order to clcar ſonah's charac- 
ter from chat foul 2 r We ve 
calt on it. 2 

„ou fix's a 1 . not where you PA 
this 3 got in the text Tam fare: for there it ſays, a 
great jif6 3 and we huxe but an imperſect ac quaint- 
ange with the natural hiſtory of fiſhes. However, 
we know, that the. white /park or lunitay is a very 
dreadful and voracious; fiſh, the largelt of all ſharks. 


They bare been feen of 4000w!t. and men have been 
found — in . Cham. Cyc. & Wil. Pu. p. 47 
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It is well known that Aﬀyria, of which 


Nineveh was the capitol, was ordained to, 
deſtroy the kingdom of Ifrael, and to 
carry the nation captive z. it was therefore 
called the rod of God's anger; Ho 

to the Aſſyrian, the rod of mine anger,“ 

Iſai. Xx. 5.) This Jonah knew, and 
therefore 1 within himſelf not 


N 5 go on this miſſion, that the Aſſyrians 


might not eſcape the puniſhment 5 to 
their crimes, through his means, as he 
would then be — — to the deſtruction 
of his on nation; this affected him great- 
ly; and induced him to withdraw from 


holy land, and attempt to ſuppreſs 


his mitfion; chuſing rather to ſuffer death 
than in any wiſe be inſtrumental to the 
ruin of his nation, by ſaving the Aſſyri 
ans z and which proceeded 15 om his 9998 
lic * ſpirit, and love of the nation; 7 25 
not from the malevolent ſpirit of * Bi. 
_ble-prophet.” This Was Rue cauſe of his. 
| ha throughout the whole of this buſi- 
5915 (as I ſhall ſhew at large in my com- 
ment on the Old Teſtament) ; "and there. 
fore he laid, “ Q Lord, take, I beſcech 
* Tbis public ſi was conſpicuous in the cha» 


.tafter of Moſes, David and Jeremiah. See Exod. 
xxxüi. 32. 2 Sam. XXIV. 17. Lamentations, &. 


_ — — hl — — — 
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ther, my life from me:“ As I hate now 
performed my miſſion, and find that they 
ure to be ſpared to be the inſtruments of 
thy vengeance againſt my nation; I be- 
erh chec to take my life from me; for 
it better for me to die than to live, 
aud ſet the deſtruction that is to be bro't 
on my people. The /inftru&ion that we 
-recefve' from this ſtory. is truly great; as it 
chews us the benefit of true repentance 
From the e Kauft and the fralty of ll 


4-3 ».} 


A will be e wn in the aft aforementioned 
comment. 

Your Wen TY vation on the 
k Jonah is 
nes chaff chat floats before the Wind. 
nat aherefore! merits not a reply. Your 
balderdath about the * fatire 5 the mo. 
ral of the fable,“ is nought = 


eee 
hey norant, and baſe interpreter.““ 


PM. conclude our ill iberat Doe of the 


Ola "Teſtament in a ſtyle of the utmoſt 
8 have now gone thro' 
the Bible (here, good Sir, you miſtake 
inc Old Teſtament for the Bible) as a 
an Would go through a wood with an 
ne on his moulder, and fell trees. Here 
they hey and 4 prieſts, if they can, 
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may replant them. They may, perhaps, 
ſtick them in the ground, but they will 
never mike them grow.“ And do you 
really think ſo highly of your perform. 
ance as to imagine.that you have thereby 
demoliſhed. the authority of the Old Tet- 
tament 2 Is it poſſible you can be ſo infa- 
tuated, as to ſuppoſe that you have by ſuch 
a compound of ignorance, abſurdity and 
nonſenſe, been able to effect what Mor- 


gan, Tindal, Bolingbroke, Hume, Vol- 


taire, Spinoza and other infidels, have not 
been able to effect, with all their wit and 
learuing? How ridiculous ! No, ſir; you 
have not effected it. I will tell you what 
you have done : you have in a moſt unbe- 
coming manner, ridiculed that which. was 
held moſt ſacred ; and; baſely calumniated 
characters eſteemed; moſt vencrable; you 
have revived the ſcoffs of the profane, and 
increaſed the doubts of thoſe who waver. 
ed. This, and more you have done in going 
through the Old teſtament; but you have 
taken no notice of the deſign God: had in 
view, in choofing: a people; not for their 


own fakes, bu* that they might hand down | 


through all ages the knowledge of his ex- 
iſtence his unity aud particular providence. 
To this end, God revealed his la w to all 
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Urael, in the preſence ot the whole nation. 
In this law he ſet before them in plain 
terms, the reward of their obedience, and 
the dreadful puniſhment they were to ex- 
pect in caſe of diſobedience... Thefe they 
experienced alternately as they obeyed or 
diſobeyed the Lord's command; till at 
length, for their wickedneſs they were caſt 
out; from off the goodly land which the 
Lord had given them; their whole polity 
and government totally deſtroyed'; and 
themſelves diſperſed all over the face of 
the carth, as Moſes had told them upwards 
of three thouſand years ago. Butnotwith- 
Randing this diſperſion, and all the dread- 
ful calamities which have accompanied it, 
yet have they been miraculouſly preferv- 
ed, as Moſcs bad told them; (as fhewn 
at hrgei in the former par: of theſe letters) 
and which was corroborated by the other 
prophets. It is the wonderful accom- 
pliſhment of theſe / predictions, that hath 
eſtabliſhed the truth and verity of theic 
books: and cauſed chem to be handed 
don io us for ſo many centuries, with re- 
| and veneration; and which they ever 
will.retain; in defiance of the utmoſt malice. 
of ___ and infidels; till ume ſhall be no 
more. | Yours, x N 61 f 
N D. LEY 2. 


